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A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

MAY/JUNE 2018

Kindred Spirit
“For the love of God, when will it be 3 o’clock?” – Spoken by a 5-year-old who
attended a Unitarian Universalist summer camp in Terre Haute, Indiana in 2010.
Did you go to summer camp when you were a youngster? How fun was that?!
I remember one summer morning in June when I was 9 years old. I quickly
dressed and went outside. I didn’t see my friends and wondered why they weren’t
around. Ever since the day school had ended for summer break, we had gathered to ride bikes and to
invent our own games and festivals. On that morning, not one child could be found.
It wasn’t long before a friend ran by my house. I yelled, “Where are you going?” The child pointed in the
direction of a church building with a bright yellow banner hanging out front. I saw the three giant letters
printed on it. It read, “VBS” (Vacation Bible School). I looked back at my friend and said, “What do they
do there?” The boy, now skipping, answered loudly, “Arts and Crafts.” Suddenly, in my mind, the waters
parted, and I could see the holy land!! I thought, “You mean there is a place where you could do arts and
crafts all the time??” I went back into the house and asked my mother if I could go to the “VBS church of
arts and crafts” too.
She walked with me to the building. We entered and descended the stairs to the basement. Mom talked
to the ladies and told me I could attend the camp. She left and I joined my friends who were gathered
around a table loaded with refreshments.
That week, which occurred nearly 50 years ago this June, left a lasting memory. The fun was non-stop
for five whole days. We painted flowers, cut and pasted pictures of animals, filled empty pages of
journals with stickers, and sang to music played on a piano by a happy woman who wore a hat. I don’t
recall the “Bible” part of camp activities but I do remember how the experience was saturated with joy
and laughter.
When I grew into adulthood and felt called to Unitarian Universalist ministry, I decided I wanted to work
with a congregation that was open to providing the same kind of summer camp experiences for children.
Together, in 2009, members of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Terre Haute, Indiana and I
organized their first summer camp. Although it was created for children, I noticed that the adults who
volunteered their time that week had just as much fun, if not more, than the little ones. I still giggle when
I recall the following incident.
Jimmy had arrived to the first day of UU summer camp on a Monday morning. His mom had put away
his lunch box, kissed him on the cheek and waved “good-bye” for the day. The adult volunteers and the
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children had gathered around a chalk board and prepared to go over the events scheduled for the week
ahead.
After listing the daily activities, the camp director ended with, “And, we’ll have ice cream on Friday, at 3
pm, to celebrate our time together.”
On that first day, after lunch, Jimmy walked over to me and asked, “Are we having ice cream?” I said,
“Not today, Jimmy. On Friday, at 3 o’clock, we’ll have ice cream.”
At the same time on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, the youngster stood wide-eyed and eager in
front of me and asked, “Are we having ice cream?” At the same time on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, I repeated, “Not today, Jimmy. On Friday, at 3 o’clock, we’ll have ice cream.”
Finally, Friday arrived. After lunch, our ritual began again. After he asked about the ice
cream, I said, “It’s only 12:30, Jimmy. We’ll have ice cream in 2 and a half more hours,
at 3 o’clock.”
The child fell to his knees, raised his fists in the air and yelled, “For the love of God,
when will it be 3 o’clock?” Although drama has always been part of a Unitarian
Universalist summer camp that I’ve helped to create, sometimes it occurs
spontaneously!
Don’t miss out on an opportunity to participate in summer camp at UUFCC. It’s June
11 – 15, 2018. Contact Dennis Shaw, shawdennisg@yahoo.com, Jennifer Rose,
alero7439@gmail.com or the Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org to register your
child, to add your name to the list of volunteers or to have your questions answered.
See the monthly Outlook or the weekly Updates for more information.

Flower Communion at
UUFCC
April 1, 2018
Rev. Amy Kindred
Worship Associate: Kay Azar
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Dear Ones
By the time you read this, the last of the snow birds will have flown
north. Despite diminished attendance, the activities and demands of
the Fellowship continue.
I am busy preparing for our third annual ANT CAMP. From June 11 th
through June 15th, children ages 4 through 11 will gather to experience
an array of art, theater, music and nature-based activities. Numerous
adult volunteers are needed to prepare and present activities and
supervise our campers. If you wish to participate, contact me at
shawdennisg@yahoo.com. Applications for campers are available
from our Children’s RE Coordinator, Jennifer Rose, or from the office.
The cost is $25 for the five days (9 AM to 3 PM) and scholarships are
available.
We are also actively recruiting volunteers in the areas of public communications, building maintenance
and Sunday morning kitchen help. If you are interested in sharing the numerous UUFCC programs and
activities with the larger community, contact me. Myrna Charry, our former, long time Communications
Coordinator, is happy to share her media contacts. I will post a list of maintenance jobs in the fellowship
hall. The most pressing current tasks include weather stripping doors and caulking cracks on the porch.
If you can help, sign the sheet and a member of the Board will contact you. Contact Alice Clattenburg if
you can serve in the kitchen.
The 2018-19 Board of Trustees includes Don Liermann (Vice President), Joseph Fenty (Secretary),
Nancy Weaver (Treasurer) and Trustees Marion Menna, Jennifer Rose, Alice Clattenburg, Herb Levin
and Gudrun Matthaus. I will serve as President for one more year. The Board meets the third Tuesday
of each month and agenda items are due by the second Tuesday. The Board will participate in a retreat
to plan for the coming year in early June. Contact me with issues you would like for us to explore.
Finally, get ready for a HUGE UUFCC YARD SALE scheduled for Friday and Saturday mornings, May
25th and 26th. We already have some furniture and tools to sell. You may add to this inventory on
Wednesday, May 23rd. We need volunteers to advertise, price, arrange and sell items. All proceeds will
go to the Fellowship. To help, contact me or sign up in the fellowship hall.
In faith,
Dennis Shaw, President
UUFCC Board of Trustees

CONTACT US - OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 8 am – 2 pm
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org 941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Tues. morning and Thurs. afternoon.
It’s best to call for an appointment.
Chris McCoy, Office Administrator, office@uufcc.org
Dennis Shaw, Board President, President@uufcc.org
Lynn Ritchie, Membership Coordinator, uufcc.connection@gmail.com.
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@uufcc.org
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair, mcharry@earthlink.net
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Many Paths…
Sundays
9:15 a.m. Conversation Among Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday

Meditation and Buddhist
Discussion Group
Thursday nights, 5 - 6:00 pm
Each evening, we begin with a discussion and end
with a period of meditation. All are welcome to
attend.

Theme: What if we were a people of
creativity?
May 5 - In Awe of Birds
The Rev. Amy Kindred

Theme: What if we were a people of
blessings?
June 3 - Forms of Prayer
Rev. Amy Kindred

To be "bird-brained" is to be slight of intellect.
And yet, birds are far more intelligent than once
thought. Not only are they beautiful, they are fascinating
creatures. Awe-worthy even!

"If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is
thank you, it will be enough." - Meister Eckhart
From Catholic prayer beads to Buddhist prostrations,
humanity has created numerous ways to seek solace, to
express heartfelt desires and to attain atonement. You'll be
surprised at the broad spectrum
and styles of prayer.

May 13 – Mother Love
Worship Associates – Ken Brennen, Linda
Himes, Samara Michaelson, Nellson Moore,
Sharon Whitehill

June 10 - The Inner Life of Animals
Rev. Amy Kindred

Sharing the multifaceted dimensions of motherhood.

“Some people talk to animals. Not many listen
though. That's the problem.”
A.A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh
Elephants that grieve. Apes that kiss their babies. Bees that
have an inner GPS program. What more do we know about
animals? What more do we need to know to treat them with
care?
This morning, we'll learn more about the Unitarian
Universalist emerging initiative, the First Principle Project.

May 20 - Coffee with Kahlo
Rev. Amy Kindred

June 17 - Summer Camp for Adults
Rev. Amy Kindred

The theme for May's month of Sundays
is "creativity." What impact has art had
on your life? Join us as we explore the interesting
life and work of Mexican artist, Frida Kahlo.

Sing a song, participate in a discussion group, make art,
and more. Prepare to have a hands-on experience
during Sunday morning worship! Children are invited to
assist with facilitating the service.
Happy Father's Day!

May 27 - A Buddhist Perspective
Rev. Amy Kindred
and a panel of members of
the Thursday evening
Buddhist Discussion Group

June 24 - Sunday Service from General
Assembly in Kansas City, Kansas.
10:00 am (NOTE THE CHANGE IN TIME)

On May 29, the United Nations observes Vesak, the
Buddhist holiday recognizing the birth, death and
enlightenment of the Buddha. Join us as friends and
members share the rewards of a Buddhist perspective.

It's the biggest gathering of the year for Unitarian
Universalists. However, the week culminates with a rich and
engaging Sunday service. You don't have to attend in
person to reap the benefits of a GA experience. The rich
and meaningful service will be projected in the sanctuary for
all who arrive at the fellowship on this Sunday morning.
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RE News

Jennifer Rose
Hello friends! It’s been three weeks now and I’m happy to
report that my new hat fits pretty well. The introvert in me has
been challenged and I accept. I enjoy being around our
children and their families. I see good work to come and
great things to happen. For instance, our RE Team meeting
will happen on Friday, May 4th in the social hall at 6
PM. Things to be discussed are curriculum, participation in
service, monthly calendars, and ANT Camp. If anyone is
interested in being part of our RE Team please contact me by
email at alero7439@gmail.com.

In addition, Rev. Amy has planned a family pool party at her house on Sat. May 19th from 2-4 pm. All
our RE families, team leaders, and childcare workers are invited to come, swim and get to know each
other a little better.
Last, but not least, mark your calendar for ANT Camp 2018 June 11th-15th. It’s in the planning stage
right now, so if anyone would like to help please contact Dennis Shaw, Rev. Amy or me. Thank you.
It’s a pleasure to serve,
Jennifer

Membership News
Lynn Ritchie
UUFCC finds itself in the recurring process of transition as spring blooms all
around us. We welcome a new season, new fiscal year, new leaders, staff,
and connections. Our dynamic Fellowship is revising our mission statement
and reaffirming our goals. And as has been our tradition, we will continue to welcome new friends,
families, and members. I am delighted to be assuming the role of membership coordinator.
Opportunities to become involved abound in this place. Activities, committees, religious education, social
justice work, and creative expression through music and the arts, these can all be found here. It should
not be too difficult for you to find a place where you can share your talents and gifts and feel as if you
belong.
My heartfelt thanks to Joani Mountain who preceded me in this position and personally welcomed me
into this congregation. I could ask for no better role model or mentor. I wish you well as you proceed
along your life journey.
Look for me most Sunday mornings, socializing near the Welcome Desk. I am open to your questions
and concerns, and will be relying on your support. To this end I have set up a specific email to maintain
contact: uufcc.connection@gmail.com.
I’m beginning to plan a New to UU Breakfast on May19th. Let me know if you are interested in attending.
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UU Endowment of Charlotte County
On Monday April 9th, the trustees of the UUE hosted a reception at South Port Square. Attendees
included Endowment Trust members (financial contributors) and UUFCC Board members. Special
recognition is given to Robert Hansman, a founder of the UUE, Bill Wharton, an original member of
UUFCC and Richard Dick the most aged member of the Fellowship. Maureen Peters, a South Port
resident was our sponsor allowing us to use the facilities.
A special thank you to attendees for their financial contributions follows:
General UUE Support
In Memory of all we have lost
In memory of Kurt Flachs
Robert Hansman
Cassandra and Delmar Wooden
Laura Flachs
Tom Deuley
In memory of Delight Te Paske and Mary Wollf
Mary Holly Allison and Ben Crosby
Robert Hansman
Trudy Gerhardt
Gale and Marie Carter
Maureen Peters
Dennis Shaw
Stephanie Garrett
Kathleen Sallee
June Stark
In gratitude,
UUE Trustees
Mary Holly Allison, Stephanie Garrett, Robert Hansman, Don Liermann, Delmar Wooden

Library News
There are many wonderful new books in the library at UUFCC. We’ve actually had to start using the
bottom shelves in order to accommodate new books. In order to look for books on the lower shelves, I
bought a small folding foot stool which is located to the back of the middle bottom shelf. Please return it
to its home after use so that it is available for the next person.
Some of the new books listed below are located on the new book shelf on the right of the bookshelves,
others are shelved under their call numbers.
• Conservatives Without Conscience by John W. Dean UUFCC call no. 320.5
• White Rage: the unspoken truth of our racial divide by Carol Anderson UUFCC call no. 305.09
• Jesus and Buddha: the parallel sayings by Marcus Borg UUFCC call no. 232.95
• Living When a Loved One Has Died by Earl A Grollman UUFCC call no. 155.937
• Ancient Stories for Modern Times by Faye Mogensen UUFCC call no. 170.44 M69
• Class Action: the struggle with class in Unitarian Universalism by Unitarian Universalist
Commission on Appraisal UUFCC call no. 289.132 A65
To check out a book from the library, please remove the title card from the pocket in the back of the
book and write your name on the card and the date that you are taking the book. Place it in the blue
card box on the far-left shelves. There is no specific time limit on checked out materials but if someone
requests it you may be contacted to return it. Returns, materials for re-shelving and donations should all
be placed on a bottom shelf. That way they will be processed quickly and available to everyone in a
timely manner.
If you have any trouble locating materials in the library please contact Mary Jane Williams
maryjanewms@comcast.net or Debbie Conrad debbieconrad4@gmail.com for help.
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UUFCC BOOK GROUP SCHEDULE
The Book Group meets on the last Wednesday of the month at 1:30 p.m. except for the November and
December discussions, which are combined and held on a date to be determined. For further
information, contact Mary Jane Williams (maryjanewms@comcast.net).
All are welcome to attend and suggestions for future discussions are welcome. Please keep in mind
that we try to keep the price down for books that need to be purchased by discussion participants. The
availability of inexpensive used copies is frequently a consideration.
May 30
Montana 1948 by Larry Watson (fiction)
“From the summer of my twelfth year I carry a series of images more vivid and
lasting than any others of my boyhood and indelible beyond all attempts the
years make to erase or fade them… “ So begins David Hayden’s story of what
happened in Montana in 1948. The events of that cataclysmic summer
permanently alter twelve-year-old David’s understanding of his family: his
father, a small-town sheriff; his remarkably strong mother; David’s uncle
Frank, a war hero and respected doctor; and the Haydens’ Sioux
housekeeper, Marie Little Soldier, whose revelations turn the family’s life
upside down as she relates how Frank has been molesting his female Indian
patients. As their story unravels around David, he learns that truth is not what
one believes it to be, that power is abused, and that sometimes one has to
choose between family loyalty and justice.

June 27
The Negotiator by George Mitchell (memoir)
Told with wit, frankness, and a style all his own, Senator Mitchell’s memoir
reveals many insights into the art of negotiation. Mitchell looks back at his
adventures in law and politics—including instrumental work on clean air and
water legislation, the Iran-Contra hearings, and healthcare reform—as well as life
after the Senate, from leading the successful Northern Ireland peace process, to
serving as chairman of The Walt Disney Company, to heading investigations into
the use of steroids in baseball and unethical activity surrounding the Olympic
Games. Through it all, Senator Mitchell’s incredible stories—some hilarious,
others tragic, all revealing—offer invaluable insights into critical moments in the
last half-century of business, law, and politics, both domestic and international.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS (AND WOULD-BE ARTISTS) AND/OR PHOTOGRAPHERS
Our annual Members' Art Show has been set for July and August. So, we're reminding all you
snowbirds as well as members and friends of the regular flock to get your masterpieces in before 1)
you leave for the summer or 2) you forget.
See any member of the Art Committee: Tom Deuley, Debbie Conrad, Trudy Gerhardt or Marilyn
Reeve.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc

8

Reception to Honor Local Artists
A reception for the public to meet three local artists
will be held on Friday, May 11, from 4:00 to
6:00pm.
The artists, Howard Goldson, Susan Sammis
Goldson, and Pamela Jones,bring to the display
their original and innovative designs. Howard's
work is admired for the humor as well as the
inspiration in his wooden sculptures, while Susan's
work often combines photography and painting. Sue and Howard are
co-owners of Goldson-Sammis Art and also display their work in the
Artisan's Atelier in downtown Punta Gorda.
Pamela Jones' unique shelliquaries and other altered art will be
featured in our cases.
Come to the reception and meet these talented artists.

Survey Says…

Robert Moran 5/2
Sally Wilne 5/6
Dave Martin 5/14
Cathy Shea Ross 5/21
Mary Howard 5/26
Sonia Waters 5/31

On April 8, I shared with the congregation my
experiences as a member of the Commission on
Appraisal (CoA). The CoA has the responsibility to
make a report to the General Assembly on some
aspect of our denominational life at least once every 4
years. Our last report was presented at last year’s
General Assembly and we are taking this year to
discern our next topic. We have created a survey with
four possible topics and have requested a single
response from each congregation. Fred Parmenter has
graciously agreed to give access to the survey through
the website he set up for the auction. You probably
have already received an email from him inviting you to
complete the survey. If you would like to have your
voice included, complete the survey and he and I will
together look at the results to decide what our
congregational response should be. The CoA survey
will be available online until after General Assembly in
June, but I would like to have our response ready to
submit before I leave for GA. If you are interested in
participating, please do so by the end of May to give
me ample time to tabulate the results. If you have any
questions, feel free to contact me:
gm54uu@gmail.com
Ginger Abraham
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Weekly EVENTS
Mon., May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4, 11, 18, 25 – Conversational Spanish 5 pm
Thurs., May 3, 10,17, 24, 31, June 7, 14, 21, 28 – Meditation 5 pm, Choir Practice 6:15 pm

May 2

Art on the Wall Hanging 1 pm
Immigration Justice Committee 5 pm
Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society 7 pm

June 2 Yoga for Life 9 am
3 Youth Group 10:30 am

4 RE Committee 6 pm

6 Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society 7 pm

5 Yoga for Life 9 am
Beloved Conversations 10:15 am

8 Karaoke Night 5:50 pm
Café Serendipity 7 pm

8 NAMI Group 6 pm

9 Chalice Circles 2 pm

9 Caring & Hospitality Committee 10 am
11 Artist Reception 4pm
Karaoke Night 5:50 pm
Café Serendipity 7 pm

10 Youth Group 11:30 am
Social Justice Committee 12 pm
11 - 15 ANT Camp
12 NAMI Group 6 pm

12 Beloved Conversations 10:15 am
Chalice Circles 2 pm

13 Caring & Hospitality Committee 10 am
Worship Committee – Time TBD

13 Youth Group 11:30 am
Social Justice Committee 12 pm

15 UUFCC Game Night 6:30 pm

15 UUFCC Board Meeting 7 pm

16 Yoga for Life 9 am

16 Worship Committee 3:45 pm
Immigration Justice 5 pm

17 Art Committee 12 pm
Mystical Experiences 12 pm

17 Staff Meeting 11 am

19 UUFCC Board Meeting 7 pm

18 UUFCC Game Night 6:30 pm

21 Staff Meeting 11 am

19 New to UU Breakfast 9 am
Yoga for Life 9 am
Beloved Conversations 2 pm

23 Chalice Circles 2 pm
Meatless Meals 5:30 pm

20 Art Committee 12 pm
Mystical Experiences 12 pm

27 Book Group 1:30 pm
Healing Oasis 6 pm
29 Art on the Wall Takedown 10 am

23 Healing Oasis 6 pm
25 - 26 UUFCC Yard Sale
26 Chalice Circles 2 pm
Meatless Meals 5:30 pm
30 Book Group 1:30 pm
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