Page 1

NEW OUTLOOK
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

FEBRUARY 2018

Kindred Spirit
For the mountains may depart
And the hills be removed,
But my steadfast love shall not depart from you,
And my covenant of peace shall not be removed. (Isaiah 54:10, NRSV)
Ask anyone age 60 years or older if they were required to learn to recite
a poem in school. They will likely say, “Yes.” It was a common practice.
Memorization and recitation was employed in Sunday school too.
I recall learning to recite the books of the New Testament. “Matthew,
Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans…” To speak them aloud in the order in
which they were compiled in the Bible earned me a coveted lapel pin. All
the kids in my Methodist youth group had one.
Memorizing a passage, even in one’s adult years, has benefits. For example, it fosters new neuron
pathways in the brain. Additionally, a remembered passage can become a mantra, a verbal reminder
that helps a person to focus on something of importance.
The passage from Isaiah is a worthy one to remember. Through many trials and endeavors, love will
prevail. Of course, as in all language understanding, it is open to interpretation. For some, including
theologians who study the origin of biblical passages, the above excerpt is a reminder that God’s love is
never absent. For others, Isaiah 54:10 might be perceived as a statement regarding one’s personal
commitment. It becomes a promise, perhaps, that one’s love for, say, other persons, sentient beings, the
earth, will persist.
This month’s theme for worship and children’s education classes at UUFCC is “What if we were a
people of perseverance?” I invite you to memorize the above segment from Isaiah. Applying it to how
you feel about UUFCC, may it remind you that you are part of a faith community that intends to
persevere and to thrive. It won’t get you a lapel pin, but it may foster a connection so deep that it will
change you forever.
May it be so.

Building Your Own Theology
Tuesdays, 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Session I:
Session II:
Session III:
Session IV:

January 30
February 6
February 27
March, 6

Through readings, personal stories and
activities, each participant will be
encouraged during the process of
articulating a personal belief. It's
important to attend all sessions. Snacks
are provided.
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Dear Ones
It is clearly HIGH season. Attendance at Sunday services is
consistently breaking all previous records. Fellowship activities
are also growing exponentially. This is good news!
However, our current attendance spikes are placing additional
demands on our staff, volunteers, and facilities. For example,
finding a parking spot on Sunday mornings may be a challenge.
If you are able, please park at the library or our north-side lot.
Also, be sure to check for space availability with Chris McCoy
(www.officeuufcc.org) prior to scheduling meetings, classes and
gatherings.
This is also the season for the annual pledge drive, “A Sustainable Fellowship”, to fund the
operating budget. The Finance Committee, which includes Ellen McGill, Mary Howard, Victoria
Vincent, and Doug Kennedy have been working very hard to prepare budgets based on financial
realities and mission and vision driven dreams. These were presented to the Board at its
January 16th meeting.
The Board will meet twice in February to wrestle with these figures. We will send you a copy of a
proposed, balanced budget along with an invitation to, and an agenda for, our annual business
meeting by March 4th. The meeting is scheduled for March 25th following the Sunday service.
At this meeting you will cast your vote.
The pledge drive began at a Stewardship Committee sponsored party on January 20 th. Many
thanks to Alice Clattenburg, Ken Brennen, Tom Deuley, and Marion Menna, Florence and David
Martin, Jim Boyle, and Jack Osborne for creating this special event. By now you should have
received a pledge packet which contains a letter from me, a “Giving Guideline” from the UUA,
and a pledge form. Please return your pledge to the Fellowship by February 25th. The Board’s
needs to know how much we have to work with. If you have not received a pledge packet
contact the office.
As I stated in the invitation to the pledge drive kickoff, sustaining our Fellowship requires your
treasure, talents, and time. In addition to your financial pledge, please consider the many
opportunities to volunteer. We need additional folks to serve in the children’s religious education
program, on the maintenance and ground crews, and the Media/Communications Committee. If
you are interested in any of these challenges, email me ( shawdennisg@yahoo.com).
In faith and gratitude,
Dennis Shaw, President
UUFCC Board of Trustees
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Many Paths…
Sundays
9:15 a.m. Conversation Among Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday. Please
label food items as vegan (no dairy or
meat), vegetarian (no meat) or meat.

Meditation and Buddhist
Discussion Group

Yoga for Life
1st & 3rd
Saturday 9am

Thursday nights, 5 - 6:15 pm
Each evening, we begin with a discussion
and end with a period of meditation. All are
welcome to attend.

Yoga mats
available.
$5 Donation

Sunday Services
Theme: What if we were a people of perseverance?
Feb. 4 "For the Love of Twinkies"

Rev. Amy Kindred
Funny perspectives on love and the power of perseverance.
New members are invited to sign the Membership Book.

Feb. 11 "Toppling Our Monuments” Rev. Margaret L. Beard
Many Unitarian Universalists have deep reverence for UU notables such as Channing,
Emerson, Parker, and Thoreau. How do their lives and ministry impact Unitarian
Universalism today and our commitment to justice? Are there any monuments we might
consider toppling?

Feb. 18 "The Wisdom of Mark Morrison Reed"
Every Unitarian Universalist should know the work of the Rev.
Mark Morrison Reed. Join us as we explore this long, tireless voice for
change in our movement.

Feb. 25 "The Words of Maya Angelou"
Do you remember when you first heard a poem by Maya Angelou? Rising from
adversity, she persevered and influenced generations.

"Me Too" Listening Circle
Feb. 25, Noon
UUFCC Sanctuary
Our human stories and experiences with sexual exploitation, harassment, and
assault cannot begin to be processed until they are both spoken of and listened
to. Too often and for different reasons they have been kept as deeply held
secrets. UUFCC’s beloved community will gather after the service on 2/25 to bear
witness to those among us who would give voice to their stories and perhaps find
some validation, support and healing in the process of sharing.
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REFlections - Religious Education at UUFCC
Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator
RE Classes
February 4 – Multi-generational service; no RE
February 11 – UU Super Heroes - Malvina Reynolds, about love, with Janice
Fullman and Jenn Rose
February 18 – Please join your family for the service
February 25 – UU Super Heroes – Theodore Parker – with Sharon Goding and
Mary Jane Williams
Serving in RE: We are always looking for people to serve in our Religious Education program. We have
Team Leaders who act like our Worship Associates, handling all the regular details. We need another
Team Leader for the second Sunday of each month, for February, March and May. If you’d like to help,
Email: UUFCCLifespan@gmail.com. We also need a few more people to teach a lesson; open dates
and UU historical figures to be taught include:
• April 22 – Pete Seeger
• April 29 – Norbert Capek, “The Man Who Loved Beauty”
• May 20 – Social Justice Sunday topic is LGBTQ Justice.
Youth Group
The Youth Group meets during the service on the first Sunday of the month, through the potluck, and
the second Sunday, following the service. Please watch the weekly Updates for more information and
changes to the schedule.
• February 4 – during the service
• February 11 – following the service
Sharon Goding, one of the leaders, is looking for another adult who would be available to help with
meetings during the week in the evenings and as a substitute, when needed.
The Youth Group is working on a couple of recycling crafts. They need plastic shopping bags and used
individual water/soda bottles.
Sharon has set up a Facebook page for the Youth Group; Search for: U.U.F.C.C. junior youth group.

Many Thanks go to These UUFCC Shining Stars:
•

•
•

Kimber Brouse, Nancy Weaver, Joseph Fenty, Lynn Ritchie, Sharon Goding, Mary Jane
Williams, and Rev. Amy, for working with the children in Religious Education classes in
January;
Laura Liermann for making the wonderful purple cushions for the benches on the porch;
Don Liermann and Steve Benson for designing and building the lovely storage cabinets
and shelving for the porch. These cabinets have brightened the space and helped to get
the materials better organized. And they roll when needed!
Thank you!
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Adult RE Offerings
• Facing Death with Life – session 2 (of 8) is scheduled for Wednesday, February 7, and session 3
for February 21, from 1:30 – 3:30. The goals are to help us all become a little more comfortable
talking about death, including suicide, losing a loved one, and preparing for our own eventual
death. Leaders: Marty Wilmer, Dennis Shaw, and Rev. Amy.
• Building Your Own Theology – session 2 (of 5) is scheduled for Tuesday, February 6, and
session 3 for February 27, from 5:30 – 7:30. The workshops will guide participants in determining
what is important to themselves and what each of us believes. Some Unitarian Universalist
history will be taught, and there will be lots of time for reflection and hands-on activities. Bring
your bag dinner, if desired. Leaders: Rev. Amy and Marty Wilmer
• Chalice Circles – meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 2 PM; See Joseph Fenty for more
information
• Coloring Meditation – meets on the last Monday of the month, from 1-2 PM; see Marty Wilmer for
more information
• Yoga – meets the first and third Saturdays at 9 AM
• Happiness is an Inside Job Workshops – meets on Saturdays at 10; see Sharon Whitehill for
more information

UUFCC Birthday
Recognition
Each month, in this newsletter, we will be providing the
birthdays of members and friends who have elected to
participate in a “Happy Birthday Shout Out”. If you don't
see your name or the date is incorrect and you would like to
participate, please contact Stephanie Garrett. January
birthdays for this year appear in our weekly update.
February Birthday Shout Outs to:
Peg Stunkford
Stephanie Garrett
Jim Kellar
Robert Hansman
Helen Sokalski
Rev. Amy Kindred
Sarah Raines
Que Burges
Joan Osborne
Herb Levin

2/1
2/2
2/3
2/4
2/5
2/9
2/9
2/14
2/21
2/21
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Chinese New Year Celebration Dinner & Service Auction
When: Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.
Where: Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte
County
This is the 5th Annual Service Auction benefiting the
Fellowship and celebrating our community. This
evening is a time for the UUFCC community to come
together for an evening of fun and celebration. The
Chinese style dinner will be followed by the Service
Auction which promises to be a rousing event all on
its own.
NOT TOO LATE!!! You must request a ticket and submit your donation in advance before the extended
deadline: February 1, 2018. Use UUFCC.net or see Joani Mountain (joanimountain@gmail.com.)
Add your donation and view all donated items online or on a paper form and placed in the Auction Box in
the sanctuary.
Think of a service, like cooking a meal or dessert to be delivered to someone’s home, gardening, power
washing, driving someone to or from the airport, sharing a skill or talent you have such as sewing,
singing, dancing, kayaking or photography.
You could host a special event at your home, or collaborate with a friend to host a lunch or dinner;
maybe a happy hour for games, a movie, or photos from your last exotic journey. You might visit a
special location like a park for a picnic and a round of croquet or have a pickle ball match…bring light
refreshments and you’ll have an event.
Think of this as a way to come together, help one another, get better acquainted and HAVE FUN…and,
most importantly, raise money for the Operating Budget.

CONTACT US - OFFICE HOURS Monday through Thursday 8 am – 2 pm
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org 941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Tues. morning and Thurs. afternoon.
It’s best to call for an appointment.
Chris McCoy, Office Administrator, office@uufcc.org
Dennis Shaw, Board President, President@uufcc.org
Joani Mountain, Membership Coordinator, joanimountain@gmail.com
Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator, UUFCCLifespan@gmail.com
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@uufcc.org
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair, mcharry@earthlink.net
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Membership Connections
Membership
February 4, 2018, we will welcome new members into the fellowship. It will be the last New Member
Sunday before the Annual Meeting. According to the By-Laws, a person must be a member for at least
thirty days prior to the Annual Meeting and make a donation of record in order to vote at the Annual
Meeting. Contact me if you are interested in membership or if you have questions or concerns.
Greeters and the Welcome Desk
Being a greeter is a great way to meet people at UUFCC. Greeters distribute orders of service, direct
new people to the Welcome Desk and do the weekly collection. A person at the Welcome Desk makes
sure guests sign the guest book, get a nametag, and if they are interested, get a blue sheet or other
materials about the fellowship and Unitarian Universalism.
There is a sign-up sheet on a bulletin board in the social hall or contact me if you are interested. At this
point, greeters are needed for March and beyond. There are openings for the Welcome Desk in
February.
Changes
What is it they say – the only thing constant is change.
I have decided to move to San Diego to be near my
daughter. And I have decided to get there via the long
road trip I never took when I was younger. I will spend
the spring and summer in New England with friends and
then head to friends in the Midwest on my way to San
Diego.
I have loved being the membership coordinator for the
fellowship. I have loved being a member of this
fellowship. In truth, I am not sure I would have lasted
three years in Florida without finding all of you. It is
difficult to leave good people again, just as it was difficult
to leave Massachusetts. But I trust I will meet new good
people in this next phase of retirement/life. Thank
goodness I am relocating to an area with several UU churches/fellowships.
I will finish the membership coordinator position at the end of February, and after several short trips to
The Keys and New Orleans in March, I will leave Florida and head in a northerly direction by the end of
April.
Thank you all for being you.
Joani Mountain, Membership Coordinator
joanimountain@gmail.com
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UU Endowment of Charlotte County - Money Matters
As we approach our annual pledge drive, and you read this column on the Endowment, questions may
arise as to the difference between the two. You will hear that our operating budget needs a boost to
cover pledge losses due to death and other life changes while the Endowment Trust seems flush with
funds.
These are two separate pots of money to be used for very different purposes and
under different controls. Our operating budget keeps the lights and air
conditioning/heat on, covers administrative costs including salaries, program
resources, insurance and grounds maintenance. We are fortunate in that past
pledges paid off our mortgage obligation. Like your household budget, our operating
budget covers expenses that must be addressed. The operating budget is approved
by the membership and administered by our board of directors.
The Endowment is a separate Trust Fund, established in 1991, and
administered by Trustees elected by the membership for an indefinite term. It
is the long-term insurance to support denominational growth and covers
expenses outside of our operating budget. It has a separate set of by-laws
with funds invested in the UUA Common Endowment Fund supporting
socially responsible investing. It grows via donations and interest. Requests
for funds are made in writing and approved by the Endowment Fund
Trustees. Contributions in any amount have been made outright in memory
of a member/family member/friend or part of an estate distribution. If the
UUFCC would cease to exist, the Endowment Fund would remain to
continue support of UUA initiatives.

We the Trustees of the Endowment Fund would like to thank the following for their financial support
since our last column.
•
•
•

Maureen Peters in memory of Gustavo Reynoso, Clarence Perry and Kurt Flachs
Mary Howard in memory of Gustavo Reynoso
An Anonymous contribution for general support of the Endowment Fund

Greatly appreciated by the Endowment Fund Trustees:
MaryHolly Allison, Robert Hansman, Stephanie Garrett, Don Lierman, Delmar Wooden

Waking Up White, A Discussion
February 8, Thursday
3:30 - 5 pm
Debby Irving wrote, Waking Up White. Many people at UUFCC read the book.
Join the minister for a conversation about some of the experiences the author
described.
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UU Book Group
The Book Group meets at the UUFCC on the last Wednesday of the month at 1:30 p.m. except for the
November and December discussions which are combined and held on a date to be determined. For
further information contact either Joani Mountain joanimountain@gmail.com or Mary Jane Williams
maryjanewms@comcast.net
All are welcome and suggestions for future discussions are welcome. Please keep in mind that we try to
keep the price down for books that need to be purchased by discussion participants. The availability of
inexpensive used copies is frequently a consideration.
February 28th - When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi, the memories of a neurosurgeon
(nonfiction)
March 28th - Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese (fiction)
April 25th - Jihad vs. McWorld: Terrorism’s Challenge to Democracy by Benjamin R. Barber (nonfiction)
Book Descriptions
February 28th When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s worth of training as a
neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One day he was a
doctor treating the dying, and the next he was a patient struggling to live. And just like that,
the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated. When Breath Becomes Air chronicles
Kalanithi’s transformation from a naïve medical student “possessed,” as he wrote, “by the
question of what, given that all organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life” into a
neurosurgeon at Stanford working in the brain, the most critical place for human identity, and finally into
a patient and new father confronting his own mortality.
March 28th Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese
Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret union between a beautiful
Indian nun and a brash British surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their
father’s disappearance, bound together by a preternatural connection and a shared
fascination with medicine, the twins come of age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of
revolution.
Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and back again, Cutting for Stone is an
unforgettable story of love and betrayal, medicine and ordinary miracles—and two
brothers whose fates are forever intertwined.

April 28th Jihad vs. McWorld: Terrorism’s Challenge to Democracy by Benjamin
R. Barber
An elegant and illuminating analysis of the central conflict of our times: consumerist
capitalism versus religious and tribal fundamentalism. These diametrically opposed but
strangely intertwined forces are tearing apart--and bringing together--the world as we
know it, undermining democracy and the nation-state on which it depends.
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Library Update
The children’s books have all been catalogued. You can find the records in our online catalog by title or
author as usual or you may pull up all the catalogued children’s books by typing the word juvenile in the
search box. That will pull up all of the juvenile books that have been catalogued. The cataloguing
scheme for the children’s books will have a JUV call number followed by the first three letters of the
author’s last name. If you have any trouble locating the books contact either Marty Wilmer or myself and
we can help you locate the book.
Thank you to members who have donated some really good books to the UUFCC collection recently.
Watch the New Books shelf for their imminent arrival.
I will begin preparing a manual card catalog for the library shortly. This will take a while and is only
possible due to the generosity of Ginny Dooley who donated an electric typewriter to the library.
I’m planning a recall of all library materials for March so that I can do inventory and deal with any
missing items. If you have things checked out, please return them for check-in the first week of March
and then they can be checked out again.
Just a reminder, donations and materials for re-shelving should be placed on a bottom shelf. That way
they will be processed quickly and available to everyone in a timely manner.
If you have any trouble locating materials in the library please contact Mary Jane Williams
maryjanewms@comcast.net or Debbie Conrad debbieconrad4@gmail.com for help.

Workshop with Connie Goodbread
UUA Congregational Life Staff and Co-Lead of the Southern Region
DATE: February 24, Saturday
TIME: Noon - 4 pm
LOCATION: UUFCC Social Hall
•
•
•
•
•

What are the values at the heart of our
congregation?
What is the deepest reason for the work that we do?
What does the world need from us?
What is the difference between mission and vision?
How does covenant fit into this?

Come and take part in the deep conversation. The answer
to these questions will help us to find our mission. All
members and friends are invited.
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Social Justice
SJC…FFP…CIW…UUFCC—So Many Acronyms!!!!
On Thursday, January 18, 2018, the Social Justice Committee (SJC) sponsored a demonstration in front
of the Wendy’s on Cochran Blvd., just a few blocks from UUFCC. Why? Well, a little history…
On January 18, 1998, exactly 20 years earlier, a group of tomato pickers in Immokalee, just an hour
from Port Charlotte, brought a hunger strike undertaken to protest the poverty, violence and exploitation
on the farms to an end, while beginning a dialogue with the growers regarding their concerns. Today the
fight for justice in the agricultural industry continues. Much progress has been made through the
Presidential Medal-winning Fair Food Program (FFP). This proven, market-enforced answer to the
violations of agricultural workers demonstrates the courage of its corporate partners to do what is right.
So, what does this have to do with Wendy’s?
Corporate agreements with the likes of McDonald’s, Burger King, Taco Bell and Walmart have provided
for a one penny per pound increase in the pay per pound of tomatoes picked for CIW workers. So, who’s
holding out? Yes, Wendy’s! And not only have they refused to come to the table to bargain with the
Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), they have crossed the border into Mexico to get all their
tomatoes, at slave wages under slave-like conditions. To save one penny per pound from American
tomatoes!
UUFCC has joined with CIW to protest Wendy’s intransigence.
We will be demonstrating in front of this same Wendy’s every third
Thursday of each month from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the
foreseeable future. We hope to educate the consumers, and
encourage them to stay away from Wendy’s.
At 10:00 a.m. on these “Third Thursday’s at Wendy’s”, we will
meet at UUFCC to make posters (materials provided, or bring
your custom design!), talk strategy, and exchange ideas. Please
join us, and bring family and friends who will support this
undertaking.
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Concert
February 16th 7:30 pm
Tickets - $12 at the door

Art on the Wall
Look for something unusual coming soon to the art
gallery. When the lovely paintings of the late artist Muriel
Van Patten come down, they will be replaced for the month
of February - not by paintings - but by beautiful quilts by
Michael Raimondi. And, the accompanying display cases
will feature some beautiful woodturning items by Jim
Ellsworth. Both artists are local residents.
The public is invited to a reception featuring the two artists
and their work on Saturday, February 10, from 4:00 to 6:00
pm.
Michael, a self-taught artist, is known for his "watercolor"
quilts, which he explains are made up of two-inch squares
of fabric sewn together creating an illusion of depth and
design. He also has begun using a layering effect with
nontraditional fabrics over traditional cottons. In addition to
a display of his large quilts, some items are table-sized and
even smaller. Many are for sale.

Jim Ellsworth enjoyed woodworking as a hobby for years, so when he retired to Florida, he looked to
enhance his hobby by attending workshops and classes from coast to coast. He honed his skills in
woodturning and now specializes in the art of segmented turnings. He is a member of several
woodturning organizations as well as the Arts and Humanities Council of Charlotte County.
Hear them here The
Fellowship's gallery is open Monday through Thursday mornings. For questions or special
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbI
appointments,
call 627-4303.
6Zl9k6rU
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Weekly EVENTS
Mon., Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26 – Conversational Spanish Class 5:30 pm
Wed., Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28 – Knitting Group 10 am
Thurs., Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22 - Meditation 5 pm; Choir Practice 6:15 pm
Sat., Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24 – Happiness is an Inside Job Workshop 10 am
Feb. 2 Art on the Wall Set Up - 7 pm
3 UUFCC Service Auction – 5:00 pm, see p.6
4 Youth Group Meeting – 10:30 am
Peace Initiative Speaker Series – 12:15 pm
6 Building Your Own Theology - 5:30 pm, see p. 1
7 Facing Death with Life - 1:30 pm, see p. 5
Cakes for the Queen of Heaven Discussion Group – 2 pm
Worship Committee – 3:45
Gulf Coast Acoustic Society 7 pm
8 Waking Up White Discussion Group – 3:30 pm, see p. 8
9 Karaoke Night – 5:30 pm
Café Serendipity – 7 pm
10 Chalice Circles – 2 pm
Artist Reception 4 pm
11 Youth Group Meeting 11:30 am
Social Justice Committee 12 pm
13 NAMI Group 6 pm
14 Caring and Hospitality 10 am
15 ANT Camp Planning Meeting
16 Acoustic Eidolon Concert – 7:30 pm
18 Mystical Experiences – 12 pm
19 Art Committee 10 am
20 UUFCC Board Meeting 7 pm
Sierra Club 7 pm
21 Facing Death with Life – 1:30 pm, see p. 5
24 Mission/Vision Workshop with Connie Goodbread – 12 pm, see p. 10
Chalice Circles 2 pm.
Meatless Meals 5:30 pm
26 Coloring Meditation 1 pm
27 Art on the Wall Take Down 10 am
28 Building Your Own Theology – 5:30 pm, see p. 1
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