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NEW OUTLOOK
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

JANUARY 2018

Kindred Spirit
Definition of Intention: Coming from the Latin word, intentionem,
intention literally means a stretching out, a stretching of mind, of heart, of
body, of spirit. When we set an intention, we are turning our attention
toward something, or someone, or some idea, and stretching out to meet
it.
Last month, I was standing in line at a local retail store. There were a few of us
waiting with our new treasures. The older woman in line in front of me lifted a
dishtowel embroidered with “Don’t talk to me until I have had my coffee” from
her shopping cart. The woman in front of her, it appeared she was a stranger,
turned to look at the towel.
“I bought this for my granddaughter. I’m going to buy her a bag of Starbucks coffee to go with it. She
loves coffee. I think it might make a nice gift,” said the woman holding the towel. The stranger said, “I
never buy Starbucks. It’s too expensive. I make my own.”
The woman’s smile wavered a bit, but she responded, “Yes, it’s the only coffee my granddaughter likes.”
“Young people are so spoiled,” said the stranger as the cashier called her forward.
What a missed opportunity! It happens all the time. One person says something, and another person
speaks from an “I” perspective rather than affirming a person’s action or statement.
For example, one man says “I got this new bicycle. It’s aerodynamic. I’m so excited.” The friend says, “I
like an old-fashioned bicycle. The seat is wider.”
Imagine if the friend had said, “Wow. What adventures you are going to have on that thing.” Do you see
how the second statement stretches to affirm the excitement of the man with the new bicycle? Why not
be “in the moment” with a friend, loved one or stranger rather than launching into how you feel about a
topic? This affirmation of another is an opportunity to deepen a human connection. It’s a subtle but
powerful shift.
January is the month of “out with the old” and “in with the new.” Might we stretch a bit and try new
approaches to reaching out to others, people we know and complete strangers?
Rev. Amy Kindred

2

Dear Ones
I am writing this letter on the winter solstice with clear memories of last night's
celebration. I wish to express my special thanks to Tom Deuley for all the time
and energy he invested in clearing the north-side field where Rev. Amy created
the candlelit labyrinth. Approximately 50 folks shared wassail, a wide variety of
delicious soups, bread, and pastries. This event is one of my favorite parties.
Speaking of parties, the Stewardship Committee, which includes Marion Menna, Alice Clattenburg, Ken
Brennen, Tom Deuley, and me, is planning a special party to kick-off our 2018-19 Operating Pledge
Campaign. This year’s theme is “A Sustainable Fellowship”. The event is scheduled for Saturday
evening, January 20th from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. Watch for your email invitation which will include a simple
RSVP procedure.
For the Fellowship to thrive we need members and friends to invest their time, talents, as well as
treasure. As we enter high season, there are numerous ways to participate.
Myrna Charry has been serving as a one member Communications Committee for years. We are very
grateful for the excellent news coverage that Myrna has generated featuring the Fellowship's many
activities. However, Myrna will be exiting this post on March 31st. The Board is looking for several folks
to assume her responsibilities. She is very willing to train folks and share contacts. If you can serve in
this capacity, please contact me as soon as possible.
Other areas in which volunteers are needed include building maintenance and the Caring and
Hospitality Committee. We also need to recruit a web master.
In 2012, under the leadership of Bob and Sue Taylor, the Fellowship adopted a
Mission and five Vision Statements. It is time to revisit these guiding
documents. To begin this process, Connie Goodbread, Co-Leader of the
UUA’s Southern Region will lead us in a gathering on February 22 nd from 4:00
to 6:00 PM. All members
and friends are encouraged
Part-Time Job Opening at Unitarian
to participate in this
Universalist Fellowship
extremely important effort.
Title: Lifespan Religious Education Coordinator
Hours: 10 per week
Tasks: Work with the senior minister to provide
religious education classes for children and
assist with programming for adults.
Requirements: Excellent people skills, great
organizational abilities, and knowledge of
Unitarian Universalism.
Contact: Submit letter of interest and resume to
UUFCC Board President Dr. Dennis Shaw
at shawdennisg@yahoo.com or send info. to:
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 1532 Forrest
Nelson Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 33952
Deadline for application: January 30, 2018

Finally, I would like to express gratitude for the Men’s
Group under the leadership of Phil Brown. The men,
with the support of numerous wives, have been
organizing food fund raisers and opportunities for
socializing. George Clattenburg will chair this group
while Phil is in Germany.
Wishing all a healthy, prosperous, and peaceful New
Year!
Dennis Shaw, President
UUFCC Board of Trustees
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Many Paths…
Meditation and Buddhist
Discussion Group

Yoga for Life
1st & 3rd
Saturday 9am

Thursday nights, 5 - 6:15 pm
Each evening, we begin with a discussion
and end with a period of meditation. All are
welcome to attend.

Yoga mats
available.
$5 Donation

Sundays
9:15 a.m. Conversation Among Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday

Sunday Services
Theme: What if we were a people of intention?
January 7 “Traveling through Time with Trees”
Sharon Whitehill
Trees have long played a significant role in literature and world
mythology, a greater role than you might imagine. But can real trees
speak for themselves? Do they communicate with one another? Evidence
now exists that they do - and given their importance to human survival,
maybe we’d better start learning that language ourselves.

January 14 "You, Me, They, Them"
Rev. Amy Kindred
The dichotomy of “he and she” in the English language
currently does not leave room for the spectrum of gender
identities in today's society. Honoring the dignity and worth of
every individual includes using pronouns that reveal respect.
Join us as we endeavor to grow in our understanding.

January 21

"Living with Intention"

Rev. Amy Kindred

What does it mean to be a people of intention? How will our actions mirror our intent? How does
mindfulness assist the process?

January 28 "Home" Rev. Amy Kindred
Perhaps home is not a place but simply an irrevocable condition. –
James Baldwin
Let's explore the surprisingly multi-dimensional idea of home.
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A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

Ellen McGill

A Happy New Year to All. During the last nine months that I have been
Treasurer, it has been rewarding to see the congregation’s continuing
financial support for the Fellowship. Pledges are being honored and the
steady flow of contributions has helped make it easier for us to pay the bills
that support our buildings and grounds, minister and staff, and the
committees and programs we all enjoy.
Below are a few reminders to ensure that we categorize your contributions
accurately:
Paying Pledges
Cash
• Place your cash in an envelope, then write your name, the date, the amount enclosed, and
PLEDGE on the outside, and place it in the plate. Envelopes are on the table in Fellowship Hall.
Checks
• Checks do not need to be in an envelope, but make sure to write PLEDGE on the check’s Memo
line before you put it in the plate.
Automatic Debit from Your Checking Account
• It is usually easy to set this up online in your checking account’s Bill Pay. If you’d like to schedule
automatic monthly or quarterly pledge payments to the UUFCC, please contact me and I will give
you the information you need to establish these contributions through your bank account.
Donations to the Endowment, Second Helping, Minister’s Discretionary Fund, Helping Hands
Fund (formerly Hunger Prevention), ANT Camp, or another special project
Follow the directions above for cash or checks and please remember to indicate either on the envelope
or your check the destination for your donation.
Donations of Stocks, Bonds, or Mutual Funds
The UUFCC maintains an account with Raymond James in Port Charlotte and their staff will be happy to
help you arrange a transfer of any of the above. This is a good way for you to offset capital gains and at
the same time, to help the Fellowship. Please contact me for more information or call 941-235-3022 and
ask for Nancy Burkett or Randy Francis.
——————————————————————————————————————————
However you elect to help to support the Fellowship financially, the UUFCC is a 501(c)(3) organization
and all your contributions are fully tax deductible. Though the UUFCC financial year is from April 1
through March 31, before the end of January you will receive a letter detailing your pledge and other
contributions for January through December 2017. If you have changed your address in the past year,
please check with Chris McCoy to make sure we have your current address on file.
If you have questions or concerns about your pledge or other donations, see me before or after services,
or contact me at rimcgill@yahoo.com, or at 401-363-5580. Please know that anything we share about
your pledge or finances will be kept confidential.
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REFlections - Religious Education at UUFCC
Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator
RE Classes
Now that the holidays are over, we will have a few more classes in January.
• January 7 – Multi-generational service; no RE
• January 14 – Join your family for the service
• January 21 – Social Justice Sunday
o Discoverers (ages 4-7) – The Island of Skog

– with Kimber Brouse
and Nancy Weaver
o Chalice Lighters (ages 8+) – Environmental Justice – with Joseph
Fenty and Regina Renner
• January 28 – Olympia Brown – with Sharon Goding, Mary Jane Williams, and
Rev. Amy
Serving in RE
We are always looking for people to serve in our Religious Education program. We have Team Leaders
who act like our Worship Associates, handling all the regular details. With Phil Brown leaving for
Germany for a year, we need another Team Leader for the second Sunday of each month, for February,
March, and May. If you’d like to help, email: UUFCCLifespan@gmail.com.
Youth Group
The Youth Group has new meeting days and times. The group will be meeting during the service on the
first Sunday of the month through the potluck. The youth group will also meet on the second Sundays
following the service. Please watch the weekly Updates for more information and changes to the
schedule.
• January 7 – during the service
• January 14 – following the service
Sharon Goding, one of the leaders, is looking for another adult who would be available to help with
meetings during the week in the evenings and as a substitute, when needed.
Sharon has set up a Facebook page for the Youth Group; Search for: U.U.F.C.C. junior youth group.

Adult RE Offerings
Many congregants have asked for Adult RE. Did you know we have several offerings here at UUFCC?
These include:
• Chalice Circles – meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 2 PM; See Joseph Fenty for more
information
• Coloring Meditation – meets on the 4th Monday of the month, from 1-2 PM
• Yoga – meets the first and third Saturdays at 9 AM
• Happiness is an Inside Job Workshops – meets on Saturdays at 10; see Sharon Whitehill for
more information
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Two new offerings will start in January.
Facing Death with Life consists of 8 two-hour sessions. The goals are to help us all become a little
more comfortable talking about death, including suicide, losing a loved one, and preparing for our own
eventual death. We will hold these sessions on the third Wednesday of the month, starting January 17,
from 2-4 PM, and continuing at least through March. Future session dates will be determined based on
class input. The classes will be led by Dennis Shaw, Marty Wilmer, and Rev. Amy.
Building Your Own Theology will be a 5-session series, led by Rev. Amy and Marty Wilmer. The
workshops will guide participants in determining what is important to themselves and what each of us
believes. Some Unitarian Universalist history will be taught, and there will be lots of time for reflection
and hands-on activities. Sessions will be held the first and fourth Tuesdays, 5:30-7:30. The first session
will be January 30.

Many Thanks go to These UUFCC Shining Stars:
• Joseph Fenty, Sharon Goding, Jenn Rose, and Rev. Amy for
helping our RE children make holiday cards for some of our older
congregants.
• To all who helped make this year’s holiday play, “The Last Straw,”
a success:
o Actors and Voices –Rachel Rose, Ethan Rose, Mollie
Tooker, Annie Tooker, Ginger Abraham, Dennis Shaw,
Patrick Eaton, Mary Jane Williams, Nancy Weaver, Sue
Burgess, MaryHolly Allison, Dorothy Parmenter, Fred
Parmenter, Jenn Rose, Steve Benson
o Props – Dennis Shaw and Marianne Williams
Thank you!

CONTACT US - OFFICE HOURS Monday through Thursday 8 am – 2 pm
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org 941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Tues. morning and Thurs. afternoon.
It’s best to call for an appointment.
Chris McCoy, Office Administrator, office@uufcc.org
Dennis Shaw, Board President, President@uufcc.org
Joani Mountain, Membership Coordinator, joanimountain@gmail.com
Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator, UUFCCLifespan@gmail.com
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@uufcc.org
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair, mcharry@earthlink.net
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Membership Connections
If you are new to UUFCC and would like to meet people and learn
more about what being a UU means, there will be a New to UU
Breakfast on January 27, 2018. It’s a chance to spend time with Rev.
Amy, meet members and friends of the fellowship, and enjoy a good
breakfast with other newcomers.
If you’re interested in attending, either as a newcomer, or as a member
or friend who would like to welcome newcomers, please email me or
talk to me at coffee hour some Sunday soon.
If you are ready to become a fellowship member, there will be an opportunity for you to do so on
February 4, 2018. It will most likely be the last chance before the Annual Meeting. You must be a
member for at least thirty days prior to the meeting to be able to vote at the Annual Meeting. Contact
me if you are interested in membership or if you have questions or concerns.
Joani Mountain, Membership Coordinator
joanimountain@gmail.com

UU Endowment of Charlotte County
The Endowment, our memorial fund and one that lives on in perpetuity, continues to grow. The Trustees
are pleased that we have been able to use the proceeds to support the growth of Unitarian Universalism
and specifically UUFCC this past year.
Here are ways we have supported UU:
• Installation of New Minister Rev Katie Romano Griffin $1,000.
• Support for Radio ad for ANT Camp $400.
• Contribution to the UUA (which was matched!!) $700.
• Contribution to Chalice Lighters which supports growing UU congregations in Florida $300.
• Operating Budget pledge $13,000.
• Memorial Services $700.
• New Curriculum for racial justice work: Beloved Conversations $2,800.
• Enhancement of the porch and increased use of usable space by paying for cushions
(made by Laura Liermann- thank you) $250.
And we are grateful to contributions given most recently:
Stephanie Garrett in memory of Gustavo Reynoso & Karen Bennett
If you have questions regarding The UU Endowment please contact any of us listed below.
With gratitude,
MaryHolly Allison, Robert Hansman, Stephanie Garrett, Don Liermann, Delmar Wooden.
UU ENDOWMENT Trustees
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UU Book Group
Start the new year with a good book or two. The Fellowship Book Group meets the last Wednesday of
the month at 1:30 at the fellowship.
Questions? Contact Mary Jane Williams - maryjanewms@comcast.net - or Joani Mountain
- joanimountain@gmail.com.
January 31st A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving (fiction)
In the summer of 1953, two eleven-year-old boys—best friends—are playing in a
Little League baseball game in Gravesend, New Hampshire. One of the boys hits a
foul ball that kills the other boy's mother. The boy who hits the ball doesn't believe
in accidents; Owen Meany believes he is God's instrument. What happens to Owen
after that 1953 foul ball is extraordinary. One of John Irving’s best novels full of
laugh-out-loud humor.

February 28th When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s worth of training as
a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One
day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next he was a patient struggling to
live. And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated. When
Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi’s transformation from a naïve medical
student “possessed,” as he wrote, “by the question of what, given that all
organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life” into a neurosurgeon at
Stanford working in the brain, the most critical place for human identity, and finally
into a patient and new father confronting his own mortality.

Help Needed
A dedicated volunteer who attends most Sundays to work with the
audio cabinet and to move the microphone around when needed.
No electronics background is needed but a willingness to learn
about the buttons and knobs of the system is.
Contact Tom Deuley for a brief on the need. He is
at tpdeuley@aol.com or 915-276-1314 where you will need to
leave a message. Hoping for more than one person so the duties
can be swapped around.
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Social Justice
Peace Initiative
Speakers Series
2018
The annual Peace
Initiative Speakers
Series sponsored by the
UUFCC Social Justice
Committee will resume
in 2018. The first
program will be held on
Sunday, Jan. 28,
beginning at 12:15
pm. Featured will be
Zelda Smith, recently
elected executive
director of the New
Operation Cooper Street
Recreational Center in
Punta Gorda.
On Sunday, February 4,
the speaker will be Ian
Vincent, chairman of the
Charlotte County Board
of Education.
We are seeking a third
speaker for our Peace
Initiative Speaker
Series, to present on
Sunday, March 4, 2018.
If you have an idea
about a possible
presenter, please
contact Ted Zawistowski
(tlz6391@centurylink.ne
t) or Herb Levin
(engsp1@gmail.com).

• As you may know, we conducted a
collection over several weeks for the
purchase of cots for Immokalee field
workers who were highly impacted by
Hurricane Irma. Before the collection had
finalized we purchased and delivered 31
cots. The Fellowship’s abounding
generosity knew no limits for this most worthy cause, and an additional
$604.00 was contributed. In subsequent conversation with the Coalition
of Immokalee Workers (C.I.W.) it was determined that they had satisfied
their need for cots, and asked if the monies might be redirected to satisfy
other pressing needs. We will be in conversation with C.I.W. in the
coming days to determine how to best apply these funds. If clarity is not
achieved, we will add these funds to an already scheduled Second
Helping which is coming up in the spring. If you have any questions,
please contact Herb Levin, Chair of Social Justice Committee,
engsp1@gmail.com.
• We are seeking folks to march with us in the Martin Luther King Day
Parade, Monday, January 15, 2018, at 11:00. We will be carrying the
UUFCC banner, and gifting sweets to the younger bystanders. We will
have at least one follow-up vehicle for those who need a break during the
parade, and/or a return lift to the starting point. See Ted or Herb.
• Jerome Evans Platt received a three-year prison sentence in January
2016. He, a brilliant computer expert, craftsman (could fix and/or build
anything), devoted husband, loyal friend, cancer survivor and ex-felon,
was arrested because he was carrying an old rifle to a neighborhood
pawn shop at the request of his aunt who thought the rifle was an antique
and might bring in some extra money. His representation was deficient –
no character witnesses were called and no objections were raised when
the DA illegally referred to Jerome’s past offenses. At the end, Judge
Richards announced that he had no alternative but to order a three-year
sentence – It was “mandatory,” he said.
Jerome Evans Platt, Y05282, is eligible today for clemency and has
recently submitted his petition. Our Fellowship has supported Jerome in
the past; please support him again by writing to: Caressa Andrews,
Administrative Assistant, II, Office of Executive Clemency, Florida
Commission on Offender Review, 4070 Esplanade Way, Tallahassee, FL
32399-2450. (Tel: 850-488-2952; 800-435-8286. FAX: 850-488-0695.)
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CHAPS Benefit & Art Exhibit
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County
will feature a collection of original works and high-quality
prints by the late artist, Muriel Van Patten. She was a local
fine artist receiving the 2008 “Charlie Award”. As a former
member of UUFCC, Van Patten was instrumental in the
installation of the Art Gallery wall. The sale of her work will
benefit CHAPS Food & Hygiene Pantry.
Also featured will be the original jewelry designs of Rita
Bass who has worked for many years in silver, copper,
glass and beads. Bass is also known for “Faye’s Finger
Forks” and plates, which are serving forks and plates
embellished with a humorous twist.
The public is invited to the sale and benefit opening reception on Friday January 5 th. The exhibit will run
for the month of January. For more information call 941-627-4303 or CHAPS at 941-625-2552.

CONCERT
Dan Duggan & Peggy Lynn
Saturday, January 13, 7:30 PM

Jazz for the
Contemplative Heart/Mind
The Orenda Duo

January 31 - 2:30 pm
Jenny Wilson - piano/voice
Nathan Wilson - upright bass
Dan & Peggy are masterful musicians and
versatile entertainers who team up to capture an
audience with Dan’s wizardry on Hammered
Dulcimer and flat-picking guitar and Peggy’s
soulful songwriting and extraordinary vocal
versatility with a voice that will thrill you. Go to
WWW.ESPERANCEPRODUCTIONS.COM to
learn more about Dan Duggan & Peggy Lynn and
their music.

Jenny Wilson is a composer/pianist and
artist originally from Queens, New York who
now resides in Morgantown, West Virginia.
Her husband, bassist Nathan Wilson, is a
recording engineer and performance artist
with the Squonk Opera in Pittsburgh, PA.
They visit Florida every winter to perform
and enjoy the sunshine state with friends
and family. Suggested donation $5.
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Weekly EVENTS
Mon., Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29 – Conversational Spanish Class 5:30 pm
Thurs., Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25 - Meditation 5 pm; Choir Practice 6:15 pm
Sat., Jan. 6, 13,20,27 – Happiness is an Inside Job Workshop 10 am
Jan. 2 Art on the Wall Takedown 1 pm
3 Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society 7 pm
4 Art on the Wall Hanging 10 am
5 CHAPS Art Reception 4 pm
6 Yoga for Life 9 am
7 Youth Group 10:30 am
9 NAMI Group 6 pm
10 Caring and Hospitality 10 am, Stewardship Meeting 12 pm
12 Karaoke Night 5:30 pm, Café Serendipity 2 pm
13 Chalice Circles 2 pm, Dan Duggan and Peggy Lynn Concert 7:30 pm (see p. 9)
14 Youth Group 11:30 am, Social Justice 12 pm
15 Art Committee 10 am
16 UUFCC Board Meeting 7 pm, Sierra Club 7 pm
17 Facing Death with Life 2 pm (see p. 5)
18 Food Truck Event 4:30 pm
19 UUFCC Game Night 6:30 pm
20 Yoga for Life 9 am, Stewardship Party 6 pm
21 Mystical Experiences 12 pm
24 Healing Oasis 6 pm
27 New to UU Breakfast 9 am (see p.6), Chalice Circles 2 pm, Meatless Meal 5:30 pm
28 Peace Initiative Speaker 12 pm (see p. 8)
29 Coloring Meditation Group 1 pm
30 Art on the Wall Takedown 10 am, Building Your Own Theology 5:30 pm (see p. 5)
31 Book Group 1:30 pm., Jenny and Nathan Group Concert 5:30 pm (see p. 9)
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