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NEW OUTLOOK
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

DECEMBER 2017

Kindred Spirit
For a tree there is hope, even if it be cut down, that it will sprout again,
and that its tender shoots will not cease. Even though its roots grow old in the
earth, and its stump die in the dust, yet at the first whiff of water, it may flourish
again, and put forth branches like a young plant. – Job 14:79
Southwest Florida has been my home now for just under six years. Before
coming here, I longed for warmer winter months. From December to March, icy
cold Indiana winds sent chills through my body that didn’t thaw until April.
After spending one winter season here, however, I was delighted to find the
sun and I had formed a bond. “Best friends for life,” I said to myself. And yet,
truth be told; I was surprised about one thing. I didn’t realize that darkness
descends on the south just like it does in the north. We too have longer hours
of darkness in the early days of winter. Who knew??
I do not suffer from SAD or Seasonal Affective Disorder like some folks. And yet, I do notice that my
psyche responds to fewer hours of daylight. It’s less apparent here in Florida but it’s noticeable
nevertheless.
When I lived in the Midwest, I encountered occasional bouts of the blues this time of year. For example,
one winter I counted forty consecutive days without sun. As an excuse to get out of the house, I walked
to my tiny frozen garden in the yard. I smiled at the memories of its spring
and summer abundance of lettuce, peas, green beans and strawberries. With
the toe of my boot, I nudged the mulch, the dead leaves and bark that I’d
used to cover the ground of churned dirt. Much to my surprise, as I lifted a
stick, a tiny bright green leaf popped up from under the natural debris. There
was new growth! The earth was not dead. She was only sleeping until spring
when she could put on her dancing shoes and celebrate the lengthy hours of
sunlight. I surmised, “If a tiny leaf was holding on for better times, then so can I.”
May the winter holidays, our many celebrations of light, remind us that even when perspectives are
skewed by blinding obstruction, hope, beauty and growth still exist just below the perceived surface.
Rev. Amy Kindred
.

Yule Celebration/Labyrinth
Join us for a Yule Celebration and Pot Luck on Wednesday, December 20th at
5:30 pm at the fellowship. Walk the illuminated labyrinth outside and come indoor
for soup and Wassail!
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Dear Ones
I am writing this letter on Thanksgiving morning. As I reflect on the
Fellowship, I am filled with a deep sense of gratitude, purpose, and hope.
Thank you for all you do to make our precious faith community a reality.
I am especially grateful for our Board of Trustees: Frank Wilmer, Ellen
McGill, Joseph Fenty, Delmar Wooden, Herb Levin, Don Liermann, and
Jennifer Rose. These dear folks work together in remarkable harmony and
their commitment to maintain and develop our community is inspiring.
We have dealt with so many challenges during the past year and as “high season” begins, we will face
many more. But I am convinced that together we will meet our needs, solve our problems, and continue
to thrive. There are several ways that you may help address some of the most pressing issues.
First, we do not have enough parking spaces to accommodate everyone during “high season”. So, if
you are able, please park at the Mid County Library on Sunday mornings. If 20 families commit to do
this, we will solve the problem. Carpooling will also help. Let me know if you can do either.
Second, to stretch our limited resources, the Board eliminated the paid janitorial service at the end of
July. This decision will save us $ 5,200 per year. Since then, the building has been cleaned weekly by
Herb Levin, Cheryl Lee, John Lee, Joseph Fenty, and me. John and I will continue on the crew and
George Clattenburg will take over the vacuuming. We still need a duster and substitute. If you want to
help, talk to me or John Lee.
We have a new “Black Lives Matter” banner which Tom Deuley hung from the eaves over the office
entrance. Hopefully, this placement will discourage vandals that disagree with our congregation’s
resolve to support this movement.
As most of you know, we are a “Green Sanctuary”. The installation of a commercial dishwasher has
enabled us to practically eliminate the use of paper plates and plastic utensils. However, the
dishwasher is more complicated thAn the ones we have in our homes. Please do not attempt to use it
without training. There is a manual in the kitchen which outlines the seven steps required for operation.
Finally, the members of the Stewardship Committee, Marion Menna, Alice Clattenburg, Ken Brennen,
Tom Deuley, and I, invite you to a very special dinner party on Saturday, January 20th at 6 PM. The
evening will include delicious food, entertainment, and fellowship and kick off our 2018-19 operating
budget pledge campaign.
NOTE FROM THE TREASURER - Ellen McGill
May your holidays be filled with peace and joy!
The UUFCC is an IRS qualified non-profit
501(C)(3) and can accept donations of IRAs,
In faith,
stocks, annuities, or other securities. The
Dennis Shaw, President
Fellowship maintains a brokerage account with
UUFCC Board of Trustees
Raymond James Financial Services in Port
Charlotte, so if you would like to consider such a
donation, please call Nancy Burkett or Randy
Francis at 941-235-3022.
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Many Paths…
Sundays
9:15 a.m. Conversation Among Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday

Meditation and Buddhist
Discussion Group

Yoga for Life
1st & 3rd
Saturday 9am

Thursday nights, 5 - 6:15 pm
Each evening, we begin with a discussion
and end with a period of meditation. All are
welcome to attend.

Yoga mats
available.
$5 Donation

Sunday Services
Theme: What if we were a people of hope?
Dec. 3 "A Picture of Hope" Rev. Amy Kindred
We are a society in love with words. And yet, sometimes a
picture is truly worth more. If one could express hope in an
image, what would it look like?

Dec. 10 "The Last Straw: An Inter-generational Holiday Play"
It's the second week of Advent and we are teetering on the cusp of the winter
holidays. We invite everyone to participate in a play about the journey of a
camel whose load seems overbearing.

Dec. 17 "Recognizing Hanukkah" With Myrna Charry and Florence Martin
On this, the sixth day of a Jewish holiday, we light the menorah and recall the
challenge of a people who persevered.

Dec. 24 "Jesus and the Lionel Pennsylvania Flyer" Dennis Shaw
The service will explore the importance of holiday traditions, memories, and the
healing power of laughter.

Dec. 24 Sunday evening 5:30 pm "Embracing Hope and Other Defiant Acts"
Rev. Amy Kindred
Tonight is our annual Christmas Eve candlelight service. May you be warmed
by the music, the message, and the flickering lights in a room filled with
candles.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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REFlections - Religious Education at UUFCC
Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator
RE Classes
There will be just one RE class in December. New children are always welcome to join us.
3 – Multi-generational service – come get your Advent bag
10 – Holiday Play
17 – Make holiday cards, which Caring and Hospitality
Committee will deliver
• December 24 – Christmas Eve Service – AM and PM; no RE or child
care
• December 31 – Join your family for the service
• December
• December
• December

Advent Bags
We are borrowing an idea developed by the DRE in Ft. Myers. On December
3, each child will receive an Advent bag, full of suggestions of daily activities
for the season to expand our gratitude, and develop our understanding of the
holidays, including Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa.

Youth Group
The Youth Group has added another meeting day and time to the schedule. The group will be meeting
during the service, following the Story for All Ages, on the first Sunday of the month. When there is a
potluck on that Sunday, the group will continue their time together while enjoying the meal. The youth
group is also scheduled to meet on Thursday, December 14 and 28, from 6:30 – 7:30. Please watch the
weekly Updates for more information and changes to the schedule.

Serving in RE
We are always looking for people to serve in our Religious Education program. We have Team Leaders
who act like our Worship Associates, handling all the regular details. With Phil Brown leaving for
Germany for a year, we need another Team Leader for the second Sunday of each month starting in
February. Email: UUFCCLifespan@gmail.com.

Holiday Play
Plans are underway for our annual holiday play. This year, we will be doing “The Last
Straw” on December 10. We will have two more practices on Saturday mornings in
December: December 2 and 9 from 10-12. There are several roles, both speaking and
silent, for our children and adults. We also need LOTS of
props and set designs, including a large old camel and a
young sheep for the two main characters, so let me know
if you would like to help with these.
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Children’s Books

Our wonderful librarian, Mary Jane Williams, has catalogued our children’s books. They are located on
top of the shelving in the back room on the porch, sorted into Fiction by author, and nonfiction by call
number. You can search for the offerings through the library link on the UUFCC web page (type in JUV).
I have also pulled a few books related to the season, Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa, and put them
in a tub by the files.

Adult RE Offerings
Many congregants have asked for Adult RE. Did you know we have several offerings here at UUFCC?
These include:
• Chalice Circles – meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 2 PM; See Joseph Fenty for more
information
• Coloring Meditation – meets on the 4th Monday of the month, from 1-2 PM (no meeting in
December)
• Yoga – meets the first and third Saturdays at 9 AM
• Happiness is an Inside Job Workshops – meets on Saturdays at 10 (no meetings in December);
see Sharon Whitehill for more information
More offerings are always being added to the calendar.
Many Thanks go to These UUFCC Shining Stars:
•
Miles Williams, who told the class about the connections
between the Netherlands and our Thanksgiving in Religious
Education (RE) in November;
• Lynn Ritchie and Debbie Conrad for donating craft supplies to
Religious Education;
• Judy Fincher for donating The Amazing Animal Adventure,
about various animals and their habitats, to the children’s book
library;
• Sharon Goding, who served as a Team Leader in November;
• Sharon Goding and Beth Clark for advising our Youth Group.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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Dear UUFCC Friends,
Since August of 2015, I have been blessed to serve as your Lifespan
Religious Education Coordinator (LREC). This position involves organizing
all the Religious Education classes for children, coordinating offerings for
adults, ensuring there are two people providing child care every Sunday
morning, and more. I have loved this job. I have given my notice to the
Board to leave this position effective March 31, 2018, which is the end of
our UUFCC fiscal year. It is time for me to turn the position over to
someone new, with more energy and new ideas, so that the program will
continue to grow. I am proud of my accomplishments, and I know that there
are great things ahead for Religious Education at UUFCC.
Per our denomination’s recommendation, I will step away from the
congregation; not for the 1-2 years that the UUA recommends, but for six months, in order that the new
LREC will be able to put their own stamp on the program without worrying about stepping on my toes. I
am not resigning; I will be back, just like our seasonal visitors.
Thank you for allowing me to serve these past two years.
Faithfully,
Marty Wilmer
Lifespan Religious Education Coordinator

Membership Connections
I find it hard to believe that 2018 is only weeks away. I don’t
find it hard to believe how important this fellowship is to me
and to so many of you.
Living where we do, our presence is more important than ever,
and many newcomers express relief in finding this community.
If you are new to UUFCC and would like to meet people and
learn more about what being a UU means, there will be a New
to UU Breakfast on January 20, 2018. It’s a chance to spend
time with Rev. Amy, meet members and friends of the
fellowship, and enjoy a good breakfast with other newcomers.
Mark the date in your new calendar before the holidays hit. If
you’re interested in attending, either as a newcomer, or as a
member or friend who would like to welcome newcomers,
please email me or talk to me at coffee hour some Sunday
soon.

Joani Mountain, Membership Coordinator
joanimountain@gmail.com
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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UU Endowment of Charlotte County
Our Endowment fund continues to grow. Your donations, in
recognition of Fellowship members and friends, supports the
continuation of our liberal religious faith. Funds were made
available to defray costs associated with our summer ANT
(art, nature and theater) camp for young people. The
advertising of this camp attracted those not affiliated with our
Fellowship who are seeking a liberal religious environment
and new friends. The Endowment has supported the growth
efforts of new congregations in Florida through the Chalice
Lighters Program. A donation was made to the UUA to
support the new president and the UUA Board’s work toward
racial and ethnic diversity. The Endowment also supports
costs for Celebrations of Life, if needed. We are a Living
Endowment for our faith.

During the month of November, we celebrated the life of Vince Frighetti, a long-time board member also
known as “Guido”, the force behind our fundraising efforts for several years. We said farewell to our
beloved Clarence Perry whose hugs will be greatly missed. We lost another former board member and
active participant of our Stewardship committee, Gustavo Reynoso. His Hispanic themed dinners,
leadership skills and ready humor will be missed. Karen Bennett, active in our social justice efforts for
the past 10 plus years and an advocate of the interdependent web of life also moved into another time
and place. Each a beloved and vital member of our Fellowship who made a positive difference in our
religious community.
We, the Trustees of the UUFCC Endowment Fund, would like to thank those who financially contributed
this month in the memory of Kurt Flachs whose kindness, concern and interests extended to a wider
community. Let us keep our faith growing. Thank you:
Kenneth R. Brennen.
George and Alice Clattenberg.
June Stark.
Nancy Vernon

Dorothy & Fred Bunting
Joseph A. Meidt
Peg Stunkard
Windmill Village Club of Punta Gorda

In support of the UU Endowment Rev. Amy Kindred
With gratitude,
Stephanie Garrett, Trustee
And other Endowment Trustees: MaryHolly Allison, Robert Hansman, Don Liermann, Delmar Wooden
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UU Book Group
Start the new year with a good book or two. The Fellowship Book Group meets the last Wednesday of
the month at 1:30 at the fellowship.
Questions? Contact Mary Jane Williams - maryjanewms@comcast.net - or Joani Mountain
- joanimountain@gmail.com.
Haven’t attended before? No problem. Everyone is welcome.
November/December – Dec. 6 Atomic Weight of Love by Elizabeth J.
Church
In her sweeping debut novel, Elizabeth J. Church takes us from the World War II
years in Chicago to the vast sun-parched canyons of New Mexico in the 1970s as
we follow the journey of a driven, spirited young woman, Meridian Wallace, whose
scientific ambitions are subverted by the expectations of her era. Exquisitely
capturing the claustrophobic eras of 1940s and 1950s America, The Atomic
Weight of Love also examines the changing roles of women during the decades
that followed. And in Meridian Wallace we find an unforgettable heroine whose
metamorphosis shows how the women’s movement opened up the world for a
whole generation.
January 31st A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving (fiction)
In the summer of 1953, two eleven-year-old boys—best friends—are playing in a
Little League baseball game in Gravesend, New Hampshire. One of the boys hits a
foul ball that kills the other boy's mother. The boy who hits the ball doesn't believe
in accidents; Owen Meany believes he is God's instrument. What happens to Owen
after that 1953 foul ball is extraordinary. One of John Irving’s best novels full of
laugh-out-loud humor.

February 28th When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s worth of training as
a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One
day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next he was a patient struggling to
live. And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated. When
Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi’s transformation from a naïve medical
student “possessed,” as he wrote, “by the question of what, given that all
organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life” into a neurosurgeon at
Stanford working in the brain, the most critical place for human identity, and finally
into a patient and new father confronting his own mortality.
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Social Justice

Myrna Charry

The Women of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Charlotte County and the women of the Islamic
Community of Southwest Florida have been exchanging
potluck meals for almost a year. Getting to break bread
together, talk and enjoy each other’s company has been a
wonderful experience. During the month of November,
these two groups of women have joined hands to help
build a Habitat for Humanity house.
First, these women met with a Habitat representative.
Then they signed up for construction duty and were
assigned to several sites where they “put in eight hour
days.”
At the Habitat building site the camaraderie among the women was palpable – it was testimony to their
growing love for one another. Young women and older women, women of varying complexions, faith,
ethnicity, bonded – together they were building more than a house. They were affirming that hope is
alive and unity is possible.

The Racial Justice Committee, taking its direction from the UUA and adhering to the wishes of the
majority of the UUFCC, has mounted a new Black Lives Matter (BLM) banner that is visible from the
road and out of reach of vandals.
Our first principle affirms the worth and dignity of all persons. With this banner, we acknowledge that
African Americans too often have NOT been treated as persons of worth and dignity; with this banner,
we highlight injustice and commit to righting this wrong.
Many still have questions regarding this banner. In affirming our 5th
principle, use of the democratic process, we invite everyone to a town-hall
type gathering on Sunday, Dec. 17th at 12 noon in the Sanctuary led by a
new member who has had “Group Dialoging” training. We encourage you
to voice your opinion and to listen to others. Please attend.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc

10

Weekly EVENTS
Mon.,Dec. 4, 11, 18 – Conversational Spanish Class 5:30 pm
Wed., Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27 – Dreams: Psychic Development Workshop 2:00 pm
Thurs., Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28- Meditation 5 pm; Choir Practice 6:15 pm

Dec. 2 Yoga for Life 9 am, RE Play Practice 10 am, Artists Open Gallery 12 pm
6 Book Group 1:30 pm, Gulf Coast Acoustical Guitar Society 7 pm
8 Karaoke Night 5:30 pm. Café Serendipity 7 pm
9 RE Play Practice 10 am, Chalice Circles 2 pm
10 Social Justice Committee 12 pm
12 NAMI Group 6 pm
13 Caring and Hospitality 10 am, Worship Committee 4 pm
14 Staff Meeting 11 am
15 UUFCC Game Night 6:30 pm
16 Yoga for Life 9 am
17 Mystical Experiences 12 pm, Racial Justice Committee 12 pm
18 Art Committee 10 am
19 UUFCC Board Meeting 7 pm, Sierra Club 7 pm
20 Yule Celebration/Labyrinth 5:30 pm
21 Food Truck Event 4:30 pm
23 Chalice Circles 2 pm
27 Healing Oasis 6 pm
28 Youth Group Meeting 6 pm
31 Membership Informational Meeting 12 pm

Mark your Calendars!
The UUFCC Annual
Service Auction will
be held Saturday,
February 3rd,
2018! 5:30 to 9:00.
The theme is A
Chinese New
Year. This is the major
fundraiser for our faith
community, a special
dinner and fun filled
evening. Plan to attend.

The annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast will be held on
Saturday, Jan. 13, 8 – 10 AM at Punta Gorda Middle School,
Education Avenue in Punta Gorda. Dr. Michael Martin, newly
appointed president of Florida Gulf State University, will be the
keynote speaker. Our own Nellson Jacobs-Moore will deliver the
welcoming blessing. Service recognition awards will be given to
several community residents and the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
essay contest winners will read their winning essays. (More than
1000 children have participated in this contest this year, many of
whom would never encounter the teachings of Dr. King had it not
been for this contest.)Tickets are $12.50 and can be purchased on
line: www.blanchardhousemuseum.org. Breakfast is included in the
ticket price. Information: Myrna Charry, myrnabcharry@gmail.com.
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