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Kindred Spirit

“Call me in an emergency,” I stated as I left in June, thinking I would not be
returning until October 1. After three and a half months of sabbatical, Hurricane
Irma prompted my early return. Irma was the crisis that caught my attention. I
know she frightened you too.
In the weeks and days that I was away, I rested, learned and pondered new
thoughts. That was expected. However, what surprised me was how much I
missed you, my UUFCC family. I knew we were connected to each other in this
endeavor called shared ministry, of making the world a better place by
transforming ourselves and by supporting others, but I had no idea the depth of
our bond.
As Phil and I traversed the many miles through New Mexico and Arizona, I peered out the window and
thought, “Those mountains and rocks. That desert. This land looks so different than home …Home
...What is my UU family doing back home in Florida? Are they traveling too? Learning new things? Are
they being kind to one another? Are they safe?” And then, Irma gathered momentum with a fury rarely
witnessed and I became consumed with worry for you. We came home and I was concerned for all of
us.
After the storm, I found that our UUFCC community was
spared much of Irma’s wrath but many around us did not.
So, my first few days back to work involved connecting us
with other organizations offering assistance for flood
victims. I’ve asked for donations and you have been so
very generous.
“A little is a lot. Your actions, large and small, have a
powerful impact on people who have been devastated,”
said a representative of a charity organization in
Immokalee. She was referencing the influence of even the
smallest of donations. The phrase has become my new
mantra.
In the days ahead, may we remember that if each one of us provides a few gentle words, gestures of
kindness, moments of silence or prayer and offerings of love, together we can bring a degree of
calmness to all who are experiencing troubled waters. “A little is a lot.”
See you Sunday!
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Dear Ones
Our beloved Reverend Amy Kindred has returned from her sabbatical two weeks
early. Her first Sunday in the pulpit is October 1st. It is so good to have her back!
It has been a challenging but exciting summer at UUFCC. We began the summer
with a projected $ 34,000 deficit in our operating budget. Through your generosity,
we are very close to a balanced budget. Thank you!
Our Care Committee has been very busy. During the summer, we lost four of our dear members.
Celebrations of Life will be held this fall for Vince Frighetti, Kurt Flachs, and Clarence Perry. Gayle Richens’
service was held in June.
UUFCC Trustee, Gustavo Reynoso, has suffered a stroke and it is unlikely that he will be able to return to his
Florida home. I am so grateful for Gustavo's generosity, service, and friendship. I will miss being with him.
Plans are complete for a fall expansion of our children’s religious education programming. Jennifer Rose
and Marty Wilmer are forming a teen youth group. This growth is so exciting!
Our annual Labor Day Service was a great success. Sixty folks cleaned, organized, gardened, and repaired
our religious home. It sparkles.
Since August, five members have been cleaning the building once each week. Each participant completes a
specific task at his/her leisure. These model citizens are Herb Levin, vacuumer, Cheryl Lee, duster, John
Lee, bathrooms, entry windows and kitchen cleaner, and me, sweeper/mopper. Joseph Fenty provides back
up. We plan to relinquish our jobs to others for the next three-month cycle (November - January). We are
saving $ 5,200 by doing our own cleaning. If you are willing to spend an hour or two cleaning at the
Fellowship, contact John Lee (john1949lee@yahoo.com).
We spent $3,000 on a large roof repair and a new hot water tank. Special thanks to Don Liermann for his
attention to these and other critical maintenance issues.
And then there was HURRICANE IRMA. I am so grateful for Ginger Abraham and MaryHolly Allison, who
created a worship service that ministered to our emotional needs one week after this terrifying storm. My
gratitude is also extended to all the volunteers who put the Fellowship back together after Irma. Special
thanks to Tom Deuley who cut the tree off our porch roof. Thank you also for your generous response to
Rev. Amy’s efforts to gather and transport desperately needed supplies to Everglades City and Immokalee.
I will conclude this lengthy letter with AMAZING NEWS! The Board, under the leadership of Don Liermann,
has entered into a contract to purchase two acres adjacent to our back parking lot for $ 45,000. This
purchase is subject to congregational approval at a called meeting (yet to be scheduled). The Board will
host a congregational gathering between the service and pot luck, on October 1 st to answer questions and
allow for discussion. I apologize for being unable to lead this gathering. Brian and I will be hiding away in a
beach front condo for a week starting September 30th.
In faith and deep gratitude,
Dennis Shaw, President
UUFCC Board of Trustees
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Many Paths…
Sundays
9:15 a.m. Conversation Among Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday

Meditation and Buddhist
Discussion Group
Thursday nights, 5 - 6:15 pm
Each evening, we begin with a discussion
and end with a period of meditation. All are
welcome to attend.

Theme: A Life of Courage
Sunday, October 1 – “The Peace of Wild Things”

Rev. Amy Kindred
"The Peace of Wild Things" and other powerful words by Wendell Berry lead us into a discussion about
summer experiences. With gratitude for the opportunity to "rest" and to "renew", join me in reflecting on
our time away from one another. The is the minister's first Sunday back in the pulpit after a three and
half month sabbatical.

Sunday, October 8 - "Five Smooth Stones"

Rev. Amy Kindred
Meet the powerful voice of Unitarian James Luther Adams who said,
"Religious liberalism depends first on the principle that "revelation" is
continuous.

Sunday, October 15 - "Plan B"

Rev. Amy Kindred
What are the facets of effectively rising from the ashes of adversity? How
does one cope when Plan A is no longer an option? What helps when grief
just won't let go?

Sunday, October 22 - " Life for the Immigrants in Immokalee"
Sister Maureen T. Kelleher
Agricultural workers in Florida, particularly immigrant farm workers from Mexico,
Guatemala, and Haiti have historically faced difficult conditions. Sister
Maureen’s talk will discuss these difficulties, particularly those faced by children
who arrived here without immigration papers. The presentation is particularly
timely in light of efforts in Washington to end protection for children with
temporary status under the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program (DACA).

Sunday, October 29 - "Sweets for the Saints and the Sinners"

Rev. Amy Kindred

October holidays are filled with haunting stories and playful shenanigans.
We'll celebrate the good, the bad, the light, the dark and save a little
sweetness for both the saints and the sinners.
New members will be recognized during the service.
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REFlections - Religious Education for Children at UUFCC
Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator
Our RE classrooms survived the hurricane, thanks in large part to Dennis Shaw. I was concerned about
some of the materials for this fall’s classes, so I packed many up into a crate and a couple of bags and
hauled them away with me when I left for Maryland to ride out the storm. LOL!
In October, we will continue our UU Super Heroes curriculum. New children are always welcome to join
us. Here is the schedule for Religious Education this month:
• October 1 - Multi-generational service
• October 8 – UU Super Heroes: Henry David Thoreau
• October 15 – Social Justice Sunday:
o Discoverers (ages 4-7) – What Was I Scared Of?
o Chalice Lighters (ages 8+) – What is Social Justice?
• October 22 – UU Super Heroes: Lydia Marie Child
• October 29 – UU Super Heroes: Christopher Reeve

Do I have your updated information form? I need a newly completed form for each child this fall. Thank
you to all who have already completed the forms.
Youth Group (ages 11-14)
Sharon Goding and Beth Clark will be the advisors for the Youth Group. The current plan is to meet the
2nd and 4th Thursday evenings each month, with social events on some weekends. Be sure to get signed
up to participate! Forms are available on our website in the RE tab.
Events
Be sure to join us on Friday, October 27, from 5:30 – 7:30ish for our annual
Halloween Party. This is for all ages, with food, fun, and families. Wear a
costume, or not. There will be hot dogs and veggie dogs. Bring a dish to share.
Look for more information in the weekly updates. And let Marty Wilmer know if
you would like to help with an activity, decorating, etc.
Serving our Congregation
In Child Care:
We need adult volunteers to assist in child care, for children 0-5. We need a volunteer for each Sunday
in October. See the Volunteer Opportunities Board in the Fellowship Hall to sign up.
In Religious Education:
We are always looking for people to serve in our Religious Education program. We have Team Leaders
who act like our Worship Associates, handling all the regular details. We need “Guides,” who are other
volunteers who serve one Sunday, or more, during the year. A Guide’s role for our current curriculum,
which focuses on various UU historical figures, is to read a story and lead an activity, which are selected
and prepared by me. It’s easy and rewarding, and you might learn a bit of UU history! Please let me
know if you might be willing to help out for one Sunday. Email: UUFCCLifespan@gmail.com.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc

5
Why serve in RE? You will be engaging in an act of kindness. You will help our community build
meaningful relationships across the generations. And, perhaps the most important reason, you will be
helping our future citizens to develop values we hold dear.

Another opportunity to serve our children and our
congregation is to volunteer for OWL training. OWL (Our
Whole Lives) is a sexuality curriculum created by the UUA,
in conjunction with the UCC, for various age groups. The
training is usually a weekend, and the courses are about
10-12 weeks long. It looks like a congregation in Orlando
will be offering training in January. We need one or two
males, and one female, to be trained to offer this
opportunity in our congregation.
From the UUA website: (http://www.uua.org/re/owl)
“Honest, accurate information about sexuality changes lives. It dismantles stereotypes and assumptions,
builds self-acceptance and self-esteem, fosters healthy relationships, improves decision making, and
has the potential to save lives. For these reasons and more, we are proud to offer Our Whole Lives
(OWL), a comprehensive, lifespan sexuality education curricula for use in both secular settings and faith
communities.
“Interactive workshops and lessons engage participants, while step-by-step instructions for program
planners and facilitators help ensure success.
“Our Whole Lives helps participants make informed and responsible decisions about their sexual health
and behavior. With a holistic approach, Our Whole Lives provides accurate, developmentally appropriate
information about a range of topics, including relationships, gender identity, sexual orientation, sexual
health, and cultural influences on sexuality.”
Please let Marty Wilmer know as soon as possible if you are interested so that we can make the
necessary arrangements.

Many Thanks go to These UUFCC Shining Stars:
•
•
•

•
•

Dennis Shaw for ensuring our RE classroom materials were
safe during Hurricane Irma
Jenn Rose, who served as a Team Leader in September
All the volunteers who helped clean the porch and organize
materials on Labor Day weekend and/or post-Irma. You all
saved my back and days of work if I had to do it by myself.
My friend, Sally, who helped create the Super Hero capes for
our class
Jenn Blosser, DRE in Ft. Myers, who created coloring pages
and a maze to help children work through their emotions
following Irma.
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Membership Connections
Joani Mountain, Membership Coordinator

A New to UU Breakfast will be held on Saturday, October 14th from 9 – 11am.
It is a chance to meet other people who value the fellowship and learn what the fellowship has to offer.
And the food is always good. Whether you are new to Unitarian Universalism or have been members in
other UU communities, we would love to meet you and have you get to know some of our members and
friends.
If you have been attending the fellowship and would like to take the step of membership, we will offer a
New Member Sunday on October 29th. At that time, new members can sign the membership book and
be recognized by the community.
Please contact me if you are interested in attending the breakfast as a newcomer, or as a member or
friend who would like to represent the community. Also, if you are interested in becoming a member,
please contact me.
Membership Connections: Nametags
Our new nametag holder has more room for nametags. Anyone requiring a new nametag can make a
request with a blue sheet found at the Welcome Desk.
Wearing a nametag is part of being a welcoming community. It helps people connect names they might
see in the newsletter or hear during an announcement to a face – to a real person they might want to
connect with.
Recently, I attended another UU Church and wanted to connect with their membership coordinator. I
scanned the coffee hour crowd sea of nametags and there she was. I might have just shrugged and left
if she hadn’t been wearing her nametag. You never know who you might miss meeting if you aren’t
wearing yours.

joanimountain@gmail.com
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UU Endowment of Charlotte County
An endowment is basically a financial account established specifically
to receive contributions into a fund for ongoing support of a non-profit
organization. It is a tax-exempt contribution.
The difference for me between a financial pledge (also tax exempt for
non-profits) and an endowment is that one is for immediate expense,
usually annual, and the other for long term support. The endowment
fund at UUFCC is not only our insurance for future sustainability but a
way to recognize members who have made substantial contributions
to our fellowship and/or us individually. It is a thank you and a way of
supporting us as a liberal religious community, a community which has grown because of their
interactions with us as individuals and our Fellowship.
A member very close to me as an African American, someone who shared his over 60-year membership
within the UU community and the Black experience therein (not all pleasant) was Clarence Perry.
Clarence found his niche at UUFFC early on as a member of the grounds
committee (circa 2006) and also made his carpentry skills available as
needed. Thursdays were his grounds keeping mornings, even during
summer months when the committee was reduced to 3, all around the same
age, older. At that time, most members, including me, were snow birds and
the committee got thin after April. We as a Fellowship became his family.
For those of us who are African American, he imparted a sense of our past
within our chosen denomination sharing documents which have been
forwarded to the Sankofa Archives, the African American Historical
repository at the Meadville Lombard Theological School in Chicago.
I have made a donation to our endowment fund as a thank you for what he has given me personally for
knowing him and to ensure that his memory and contribution to our Fellowship will continue to support
his legacy as a liberal religious person of color.
Endowment is about supporting the continuation of who we are as Unitarian Universalists. The amount
isn't important. All amounts support the whole. Donations do not only have to be made in honor of
members.
Stephanie Garrett
UUFCC Endowment Trustee
On behalf of the Endowment Trustees, thank you for your recent contributions.
Robert Hansman for fund support and in memory of Kurt Flachs and Clarence Perry
Mary Holly Allison and Ben Cosby in memory of Kurt Flachs and Clarence Perry
Stephanie Garrett in memory of Clarence Perry
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Library Update
In an attempt to round out the UUFCC library collection, we would like to obtain the following books.
Perhaps a member who has a history or interest with the subject would be interested in donating one.
• Humanist Voices in Unitarian Universalism
• Jewish Voices in Unitarian Universalism
• Christian Voices in Unitarian Universalism
• Buddhist Voices in Unitarian Universalism
• Pagan and Earth-Centered Voices in Unitarian Universalism

They are each
approximately $14.00 from
Amazon.com

If you are interested and able to donate one or more of the books, please contact either Chris McCoy at
office@uufcc.org or Mary Jane Williams at maryjanewms@comcast.net.
Just a reminder, donations and materials for re-shelving should be placed on a bottom shelf. That way
they will be processed quickly and available to everyone in a timely manner.
If you have any trouble locating materials in the library please contact Mary Jane Williams
maryjanewms@comcast.net or Debbie Conrad debbieconrad4@gmail.com for help.

UU Book Group
The Book Group meets on the last Wednesday of the month at 1:30 p.m. except for the November and
December discussions, which are combined and held on a date to be determined. For further
information contact either Joani Mountain joanimountain@gmail.com or Mary Jane Williams
maryjanewms@comcast.net
The Book for October
The History of Love: A Novel by Nicole Krauss (2005)
The History of Love spans of period of over 60 years and takes readers from Nazioccupied Eastern Europe to present day Brighton Beach. At the center of each
main character's psyche is the issue of loneliness, and the need to fill a void left
empty by lost love. Leo Gursky is a retired locksmith who immigrates to New York
after escaping SS officers in his native Poland, only to spend the last stage of his
life terrified that no one will notice when he dies. ("I try to make a point of being
seen. Sometimes when I'm out, I'll buy a juice even though I'm not thirsty.")
Fourteen-year-old Alma Singer vacillates between wanting to memorialize her
dead father and finding a way to lift her mother's veil of depression. At the same time, she's trying to
save her brother Bird, who is convinced he may be the Messiah, from becoming a 10-year-old social
pariah. As the connection between Leo and Alma is slowly unmasked, the desperation, along with the
potential for salvation, of this unique pair is also revealed.
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Immokalee, Immigrants, and Irma

Herb Levin

Was it coincidence that in August a subcommittee of the Social Justice Committee began planning a
weekend Immigration/CIW experience? To be followed by the devastation of the place known as
Immokalee and still greater challenges for its inhabitants?
We have too often found it too easy to give short
shrift if not to totally ignore the farm workers who
work at jobs in which we wouldn’t survive. Just one
hour from Port Charlotte, underpaid and
underserved men and women deal with blazing heat
and backbreaking labor, at the mercy of the
corporate world. Add to this the fact that they, and
often their children, must stick to the shadows due to
undocumented status.
And then came Irma. Floods and mud, with homes
and precious few belongings scattered in whatever
direction Irma pursued. A community challenged by
nature, adding to their already precarious status.
UUFCC has been challenged to assist in the immediate needs of Immokalee families impacted by Irma.
And we have stepped forward. But that is not enough for a UU community that continues to witness
mistreatment, poverty, and institutionalized disregard for our fellow men and women by those who prey
upon those possessing limited opportunity, thus becoming disproportionately wealthy.
The pickers work hard and long, doing the best they can under very stressing conditions. The SJC
Subcommittee on Immokalee and Immigration has put together a weekend which we hope you will
find educational and inspirational. Hopefully it will give birth to a permanent group within UUFCC who
will seek ways to continue to help those who are truly deserving.
At 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 21st, we will present the first of two films
to help appreciate what pickers do, and how they fight to survive. Then, a
Latino-style lunch consisting of tortillas, rice, and beans, with gluten-free and
vegetarian alternatives available, will be served by the UUFCC Men’s Club
(Goodwill Offering only). We will hear from a speaker representing the
pickers, followed by a second film which will offer a modern perspective of
these same workers. This day’s activities, open to the public, should
conclude at approximately 2:00 p.m.
On Sunday October 22nd, our speaker at service will be Sister Maureen
Kelleher, who works with the undocumented in Immokalee, fighting to
achieve legal status for workers and their children.
The SJC hopes you will attend both days. Bring friends. Learn about the way
things are in Immokalee, and how we might help effect long-lasting change.
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Art on the
Wall
The reception for the
September – October Art
exhibit has been
rescheduled. Artist Deanna
Housfeld will show many of
her calming nautical themed
paintings along with the
fascinating and fanciful
abstract paintings of Lionel
Lewis.
Also featured will be
delightful jewelry creations
of Ellen DeVita, and the
many varied fossil finds of
fossil expert Bill Howat, Jr.
The public is invited to meet
the artists at a free reception
Friday, October 6 from 4 to
6pm. Come and enjoy this
exhibit and complimentary
refreshments.

Are you ravenous?

The Ravenous Rhino food truck is coming to UUFCC! Starting
October 19, it will be on the UUFCC parking lot every third Thursday
through the month of May from 4:30 until 7:30 pm. The best part is
that this will be a fundraiser for UUFCC!
So, come buy a burger, sandwich, taco, wrap, quesadilla, soup or
salad from one of the most popular food trucks in Charlotte County.
Soft drinks, coffee, beer and wine will also be available for sale in
the fellowship hall. Better yet, tell all your friends, family and
neighbors to come too!
Volunteers will be needed to help with traffic and handle the sales
and clean up in the fellowship hall. Please contact Don Liermann
(dlliermann@comcast.net) if you are available to help.
The UUFC Men's Group will be meeting on Thursday, October 19th
from 3:00 pm to 4:15 pm. The meeting will cover plans to support
each other as well as the Fellowship for the upcoming
year. Immediately after the meeting, volunteers will be setting up the
Social Hall for the Ravenous Rhino Food Truck meal.

CONTACT US - OFFICE HOURS Monday through Thursday 8 am – 2 pm
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org 941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Tues. morning and Thurs. afternoon. It’s best to call for an appointment.
Katie Romano Griffin, katiejromano@gmail.com
Intern minister’s hours: Most Mondays. It’s best to call the office for an appointment.
Chris McCoy, Office Administrator, office@uufcc.org
Dennis Shaw, Board President, President@uufcc.org
Joani Mountain, Membership Coordinator, joanimountain@gmail.com
Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator, UUFCCLifespan@gmail.com
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@uufcc.org Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair, mcharry@earthlink.net

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc

11

Weekly EVENTS
Mon., Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 – Conversational Spanish Class 5:30 pm
Wed. Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25 – Dreams: Psychic Development Workshop 2:00 pm
Thurs. Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26 - Meditation 5 pm

Oct. 4 Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society 7 pm
6 Artist Reception 4 pm (see page 10)
7 Yoga for Life 9 am
8 Social Justice Committee 12 pm
10 NAMI Group 6 pm
11 Caring & Hospitality Committee 10 am
12 Youth Group 6 pm (see p. 4)
13 Karaoke 5:30 pm, Café Serendipity 7 pm
14 New to UU Breakfast 9 am, Chalice Circles 2 pm
15 Mystical Experiences 12 pm., Celebration of Life – Kurt Flachs 3 pm
16 Art Committee 10 am
17 UUFCC Board Meeting 7 pm, Sierra Club 7 pm
18 Democracy Study Group 4:30 pm
19 UUFCC Men’s Group 3:00 pm, Food Truck Event 4:30 pm (see p. 10)
20 UUFCC Gaming Night 6:30 pm
21 Yoga for Life 9 am, Social Justice Immigration Films and Discussion 10:30 am (see p. 9)
23 Coloring Meditation 1 pm
25 Book Group 1:30 pm (see p. 8), Healing Oasis 6 pm
26 Youth Group 6:30 pm (see p. 4)
27 Halloween Party 5:30 pm (see p. 4)
28 Chalice Circles 2 pm, Meatless Meal 5:30 pm
29 Membership Informational Meeting 12 pm
31 Art on the Wall Takedown 10 am
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