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A spiritual home where religion and reason meet
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Kindred Spirit
Caterpillar Blessings on Legacy Trail
Carnage was everywhere. As we rode the Legacy Trail in
Southwest Florida, we swerved our bikes to avoid dozens of
fuzzy orange-brown caterpillars with black and white stripes. Some were dead
and others were still alive. They were scattered on the black pavement below
our feet. My companions and I pedaled our way north on the path, trying to
avoid the critters. As we went along, we also counted the incredible variety of
wildflowers growing at the edge of the trail to our left and right, tallying
fourteen types by the end of the trip. We saw blossoms of purple Mexican
Clover, white May weed, yellow Butterweed, white Tread Softly, pink Evening
Primrose and more.

It was a breath-taking trip and yet, we were faced with the hard reality that we witnessed, and no doubt
added to, the demise of so many Echo Moth Caterpillars on the pavement below our tires.
At the beginning of our journey, one of the young girls said, “Look, the live ones are eating the dead
ones.” I said, “We aren’t close enough to tell if that is the reality. Maybe the live ones are offering
blessings over the dead ones.” An adult rider chuckled as she pedaled behind me.
Amidst the astounding beauty of our morning excursion, we were aware of the death of little creatures.
Ours was not a fast-moving, mindless ride, however. There was a sense of reverence, actually, for all that
we experienced.
It was a perfect metaphor for one’s journey of faith. Each one of us is provided the opportunity to
personally believe what we want, to cling to notions that are helpful and that make sense. We have freewill. Like wildflowers along the path, Buddhist, Christian, Muslim, Shinto, Humanist, Agnostic, Atheist,
Jewish, Unitarian Universalist and more, are part of the variety of views that grow in all places, including
locally, in the United States and across the globe. With our words and actions, we can choose to add to
the hardship that exists or we can offer our kind good regard, blessings if you will, to one another who
share the trail that is existence. Judgment need not grow. May love flourish as we ride with peace and
reverence for one another and the connected web of life of which we are all a part.
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Dear Ones
Summer has officially arrived with its daily thunder storms, high humidity,
and heat. The last of the snowbirds have flown north and many of the
Fellowship’s year round leaders are on or preparing for extended
vacations. Eight of our members made their way to General Assembly in
Columbus, Ohio! Despite this annual decrease in our numbers, UUFCC
is literally hopping.
Last week we hosted our first children’s art and nature camp. It was a
huge success! Each afternoon I went home exhausted, excited, and very
happy. Our children are so brilliant and beautiful! I have high hopes that
during the next year we will plan numerous special celebrations that will provide opportunities for our
adults and children to interact, create, and play together.
Every day I offer gratitude for our
wonderful minister, Rev. Amy
Kindred. Rev. Amy and our new
ministerial student intern, Katie
Romano Griffin, created a deeply
moving service immediately following
the horrible murders in Orlando.
Thanks to internet communication,
many members of the Charlotte
County LBGT community were
present and able to share their shock
and grief in our sanctuary and Peace
Garden. We are truly a community
grounded in love.
The most recent Board of Trustees
meeting was held on June 28th. At that
meeting, your trustees wrestled with several major issues. Now that the former Peace Lutheran
Church has been sold to Charlotte County, we must create a new plan for expansion. We so need
additional space! I sincerely hope that by next summer we will be knee deep in construction mud.
Another challenge we must face deals with our budget. It has been a rough year for many investors,
including our Endowment. Consequently, the $11,000 we anticipated from the Endowment doesn’t
exist. I anticipate we will address this deficit with increased gifts, fund raisers, and belt tightening.
Finally, pay close attention to weekly updates. There is a lot happening and we need your input.
Have a wonder-full summer.
In faith,
Dennis Shaw
President of the UUFCC Board of Trustees
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Believing in You

Katie Romano Griffin
Thank you for the warm welcome! I am very excited to be serving
such an active and deeply caring Fellowship!
In the future, my column will be more reflective and thematic, but
for this month I thought it would be very important to introduce
myself. In September’s issue, I will address what becoming a
teaching congregation means for the community, the senior
minister, and me.

I am in my final year of seminary at Meadville Lombard Theological
School. I serve as the Student Advisory Council President at my seminary and am a Candidate for
Unitarian Universalist Ministry with the UUA. I have served as a Lay Campus Minister at Florida Gulf
Coast University and have had two years of part-time internship both in the community and
congregational settings prior to coming to UUFCC. Last summer I learned to provide quality pastoral
care in a Clinical Pastoral Education rotation. I continue to serve as a hospital chaplain each month at
Naples Community Hospital and am a member of the Lee County Emergency Services Spiritual Care
Team. Currently I am completing two final certifications required to apply to serve with the UU
Trauma Ministry Team.
I bring to this ministry my experiences as a wife and mother of two amazing teenagers, who have
been raised UU, and a plethora of life and business experience. I spent a decade as a nurse, have
worked as a freelance reporter, CEO of a Marketing and Public Relations Firm and President of a
Business and Life Coaching and Consulting Company. I have a deep abiding passion for Lifespan
Faith Formation (Religious Education) and Collaborative Intergenerational Ministry.
The brief biography I just shared with you is my past. Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “What lies
behind us and what lies before us are small matters compared to what lies within us. And when we
bring what is within us out into the world, miracles happen.” This year, it is my hope that together we
each delve more deeply into what lies within us, so that we can go forth and become the miracles, the
good, we seek in the world.
CONTACT US - OFFICE HOURS Monday through Thursday 8 am – 2 pm
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org 941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Tues. morning and Thurs, afternoon. It’s best to call for an appointment.
Chris McCoy, Office Administrator, office@uufcc.org
Dennis Shaw, Board President, President@uufcc.org
Joani Mountain, Membership Coordinator, joanimountain@gmail.com
Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator, marty.wilmer@gmail.com
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@uufcc.org Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair, mcharry@earthlink.net

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc

4

Sundays
resident,
Board Among
of Trustees
9:15
a.m.UUFCC
Conversation
Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday

Meditation and Buddhist
Discussion Group
Thursday nights, 5 - 6:15 pm
Each evening, we begin with a discussion and end with
a period of meditation. All are welcome to attend.

July Theme: Called to Create
July 3 - Love and Lust in the Navajo Creation
Story – Sharon Whitehill
The Navajo Indian creation story abounds with
multiple gods, talking animals, personified natural
forces, and an unabashed focus on sex.
Surprisingly, though, not only are its similarities to
Genesis striking, but the lessons it teaches are
both highly moral and surprisingly conventional.

July 31 - “Creating A Minister”
Katie Romano Griffin
What does it mean to be a “Teaching
Congregation?” Prepare to explore how this
process can help the congregation and
individuals discover their own ministry in the
world.

August Theme:

Limit Not the Imagination

August 7 - "Fashion Me a People: On Lifelong
Learning" - Rev. Amy Kindred
July 10 - "Summer Wind, Moon River and
To participate in a Unitarian Universalist
Johnny Mercer" - Rev. Amy Kindred
congregation is to be open to learning something
You've got to accentuate the positive, eliminate
new and, in the process, to becoming formed and
the negative - Johnny Mercer
reformed over and over again. At the Unitarian
A beautiful wordsmith and songwriter, Johnny
Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County there
Mercer was truly "called to create.” He was born in are many opportunities for folks of all ages to
Savannah, Georgia in 1909 and spent a lifetime
grow in body, mind and/or spirit.
creating music. His appreciation for nature is
revealed in countless lyrics.
August 14 - "Endeavor to Care for the Earth"
Rev. Amy Kindred
July 17 - "On Creativity's Worth"
If we Unitarian Universalists are who we say we
Rev. Amy Kindred
are, if we indeed claim to uphold our seventh
What does it mean to embrace a "theology of
principle, "respect for the interdependent web of
creativity?" If we profess that WE are the ones to
which we are a part" then we are called to do
create a better world in the here and now, how will everything we can to care. Let's explore.
we make that happen? What is the creative
imagination worth to us?
August 21 - "The World Is Our Neighbor"
Lorrie Douglas
July 24 - "Clara's Call: On Clara Barton"
We are invited to stretch our boundaries and
Rev. Amy Kindred
reach for a taste of life in a developing country!
Dodging bullets at the front lines, Universalist
Learn about Nicaragua, a land of monetary
Clara Barton helped the wounded on both sides
poverty, yet great wealth in culture and spirit.
during the Civil War. She later visited Geneva,
Switzerland where she learned about the
August 28 - "Celebrating the Imagination:
International Red Cross. She came home and
Stories from Around the World"
launched the Red Cross in the states. There is so
Rev. Amy Kindred
much more to learn about our very own "Angel of
Have you ever noticed how similar stories
the Battlefield.”
emerge from different parts of the world and yet,
they are told in completely unique ways? This
morning we celebrate peace tales from around
the world.
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News from Marty Wilmer
Lifespan Development Coordinator

REflections on Children's Religious
Education
Our older children will remain in the sanctuary for a few more weeks. Our RE classes will resume in
August. Watch the Updates for more information. Child care is available for the younger children.
Malik will be leaving us in August to head to college. We are in the process of looking for another
student to take his place in child care. Let Marty Wilmer know if you know of someone who might like
to work with our youngest children on Sunday mornings and/or to provide child care during other
activities at the Fellowship.

Honoring Our Faith by Serving –
A Call for Volunteers in Religious Education
Our chalice lighting includes the words, “Love is the spirit of this Fellowship,
and service is its law.” I believe it is an honor to be asked to serve our youngest
congregants, our children. It means we believe you would be a wonderful guide
for our children’s search for meaning. It means we trust you to model what it
means to be a UU – from your own perspective.
The UUA Best Practices recommend that two adults are present whenever
children are gathered. Therefore, I am looking for several adults who would be
willing to help in our Religious Education program on Sunday mornings. Teachers and assistants, or
co-teachers, will present prepared lessons to our children. Lessons will be prepared and materials
gathered by me, as the Lifespan Development Coordinator, or members of the Lifespan RE
Committee. The lesson(s) will be provided ahead of time for you to review and clarify any questions.
You can volunteer for a week, a month, or any other time period that works for you. No one will be
asked to work in RE every Sunday for months!
Who should volunteer? When my children were young, many of the UU congregations we attended
required parents to teach at least some weeks during the year. However, I recently heard Connie
Goodbread, UUA Southern Region Congregational Life staff member, suggest that we should be
asking our elders to teach. Think about that; for centuries, people in many lands sought guidance and
enlightenment from their elders. Those who have been UUs for a long time can probably provide
more insight into our faith for our children than a parent who is a fairly new UU.
Please consider serving your faith and our Fellowship by volunteering in the coming months.
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Art, Nature, Theater (ANT) Camp
Our first day camp was a
wonderful success. While
attendance was low,
everyone had a great time.
We had five children who
enjoyed our various
activities, including making
puppets, learning about
fossils, making lanterns,
drawing, making bird
feeders, theater games, and
so much more.

The adults had a great time, as well. A huge thank you to all who helped to make the week a
success: Rev. Amy, Dennis Shaw, Gudrun Matthaus, Sue Burgess, Marilyn Reeve, Tom Deuley, Bill
Howat, Sr., Sue Taylor, Bill Howat, Jr., Ginger Abraham, Marti Rosenberger, Jennifer Rose, Chris
McCoy, George Clattenburg, and Katie Romano Griffin, and any others that I may have omitted!

FELLOWSHIP MEMBERS & FRIENDS EXHIBIT
The art gallery in the Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Charlotte County is featuring the
art works of their members and friends over
the summer months. To kick off the show, the
artists held a reception on Sunday, June 19.
Many members of this congregation have
artistic talent – ranging from professional
artists to avid art students who create special
pieces for this annual event. There are
paintings, photography, digital art, jewelry,
basketry, wood turning, gift cards, and other
creative expressions.
Two, of the many pieces that are on display,
are “Ain’t She Sweet,” (pictured on the left) a
multimedia concoction by Howard Goldson and
“Old Model,” (pictured on the right) a digital art
piece by Susan Sammis.
The exhibition is on view through August and is free and open to the public 9 am
to 1:30 PM, Monday through Thursday. Many works are for sale.
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Movie and Popcorn Series in July
The Belief Series: A Documentary from Oprah Winfrey
Showing at UUFCC every Thursday in July from
6:30 pm to 8 pm
Here are the titles for each date:

July 7 - "The Seekers"
Discover how an evangelical college student finds her way back
to faith after a traumatic event. Follow the journey of a young
Hindu Indian-American woman from Chicago who goes to the
banks of the Ganges River. All stories explore the universal
human need to find purpose and meaning in life.

July 14 - "Love's Story"
One Muslim from the United States joins millions of men and women
who journey to Mecca in order to make peace with his past. Follow a
couple who practice their Hasidic faith as they prepare to marry.

July 21 - "Practice"
"A 65 year-old man hopes to reconnect with his Catholic faith as he
embarks on a 500 mile trek through the countryside of France and Spain. A
teenage boy in Morocco studies diligently to perfect his recitation of the
80,000 words of the Qur'an. Each story explores what it means to commit to
study and practice of one's faith.

July 28 - "A Good Life"
"Observe Buddhist monks making a sand mandala then destroying it
symbolizing the impermanence of existence. Listen as an atheist man
explains how he faces his mortality and finds meaning in life. This last
episode examines how beliefs help us face the fear of death and the
mystery of what happens after we die and how death is a call to action
to embrace life and to love those around us."
This series may challenge some of your views about faith and what you believe. We will discuss each
episode immediately following the viewing. The sign up sheet is posted in the Fellowship Hall. Please
see Rev. Amy Kindred or Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator, for more information.
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Why Patient Advocacy?

Herb Levin

Well, does anyone really prefer to confront major medical issues alone? Wouldn’t you prefer to have
an extra set of eyes and ears present, observing, listening, questioning, communicating, all on your
behalf? Be it in a doctor’s office, in a clinic, in a hospital, or your home, Patient Advocacy offers you
support - never intrusive, always in strictest confidence.
What, you feel great, and will never need this help? Gee, I hope you are right. But, what if you are
not? Emergencies and accidents are unplanned.
Patient Advocates are there if you need us. Literally a phone call away. Maybe your dearest friend or
neighbor isn’t home. Who do you call?
Exactly what services do we offer?
Being with you for important doctor visits
Meeting you at the ER and staying with you through the process of admission/discharge
Seeing that you are well cared for when hospitalized, in rehab, or in a long-term care facility
Reviewing with you treatment options offered
Helping you to understand and remember pre-op and post-op
instructions
Assisting in arrangements for home health care
Offering forms for living will and end of life directives
Helping you to deal with health related financial issues
We also offer an information form where you can indicate emergency contacts information, to be held
in confidence at UUFCC until such time as needed.
Want more information? Look for the badges worn by fellow UU’ers on Sundays, and talk to us. Look
for the Patient Advocacy tab on the UUFCC website. Look for the poster and flyers in the social hall.
And yes, we too hope you never need us.
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Unitarian Universalist Endowment (UUE) of
Charlotte County-Leave A Legacy Gift
Recently, we, the Trustees of the UUE were honored to receive two gifts (or bequests) from the
estates of long time members who have recently passed on. It is apparent that they valued what was
meaningful to them at UUFCC and how Unitarian Universalism made a difference in their lives. We
are grateful for their caring and planning:
The Lillian and Dirk Nebbling Trust (following the recent death of Lillian)
The Charlotte Wharton Trust
Make your legacy last. It is by planning now to include the UUE in your will or trust that you can make
a lasting gift and demonstrate your support and commitment to the UU principles you hold so dearly.
If you have questions about how you might go about doing this, please speak to one of us.
It is through such gifts, in part, that continue to increase the value of the UU Endowment. It has grown
from less than $50,000 in 2008 to over $375,000 as of this month. This has been the outcome, while
also contributing over $56,000 to the Operating Budget of UUFCC and to growing Unitarian
Universalism. Quite impressive!!
On the other hand, the UUE Trustees recently informed the UUFCC Board that due to recent zero
investment earnings from the UUCEF ( in Boston) which is the sole source of helping UUFCC
financially, contributions to the UUFCC Operating budget will be on hold. In efforts to honor our
promise to protect the principle, the plan is to carefully review and evaluate our future investment
options.
In addition to bequests, any gift, no matter how small, is greatly, appreciated. This makes you an
important member of the UUE Society. You can make such a gift in honor or in memory of someone
significant to you at any time. Simply write a check to the UUE of Charlotte County and indicate in the
memo line who you are acknowledging.
It is with extreme gratitude that we have received gifts from the following:
In Memory of Harold Rapp - Rosemary Hagen
In Memory of Charlotte Wharton
Myrna Charry
Stephanie Garrett
Clarence Perry,

Glenn & Carole Sloan,
Peg Stunkard
James & Sandra Wharton

Yours in faith & gratitude,
MaryHolly Allison, Robert Hansman, Robert Taylor.
The UUE Trustees
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Black Snake

Rosemary Hagen

This snake, all 6 feet of it
Had been around the last
couple of months
We had seen its discarded
skin
And been impressed. Most
of us hoped
It wasn’t pregnant.

The Department of Natural Resources
sent two men,
And a long pole which they
poked at the snake.
The snake coiled around it.
And they put the pole on
their shoulders
And carried it far into the woods.

Chet, my neighbor saw it go
in to my garage.
I got the broom and tried to
sweep it out.
The more I swept it toward
the driveway
The more it slithered toward
my kitchen door.
I got it out. Forgot about it.

They found a good place
Laid the pole down into
the leaves and
After a minute the snake uncoiled,
took a look
And slinked into his new
damp, mouldy home.

Alice had it the next day.
Her dog brought it in and
Alice like me, took her
broom to it.
Black snakes are good. They
eat rats and mice.
But they belong outside. They
Cannot become house guests.
Esther, down the street was sick
The phone rang, but Harry had gone
to pick up medicine.
She forced herself up to answer.
Afterward, she saw the coverlet
she had been under
Moving. Moving. She pulled it back
There was the black snake.
It had come in from the cold
January day
Seeking warmth, a thermostat
a place to sleep.
SHUDDERING, Esther called 911.
“There’s a snake in my bed!”
Silence
Then, “Can we have his name, Lady?”

So it had to go back to being
a black snake.
It could not change after all
Even by crawling out of its skin.
For it, the fine life was gone
The warmth, fresh linen, cupboards
of food…Gone
Just dead, cold, wet dirt and leaves.
It had attempted the impossible
and failed.
It believed in the American Dream
like many of us
And like many of us, the Dream
passed it by.
It had to remain a black snake,
no matter what.
Like Ahab, Quixote, George Bush
It had to give up its dream
Which it had achieved for
One brief, shining moment.
And which it had tried so hard
to get.
It must give it all up, and
Crawl into reality instead.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc

11

weekly EVENTS
Tues., July 3, 12, 19, 26, Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 – Bridge Group 2:00 PM
Wed., July 6, 13, 20 (Mon. July 25), Aug. 3, 10, (Mon. Aug. 22), 31 – Choir Practice 6:00 pm
Thurs., July 7, 14, 20, 28, Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25 – Meditation 5:15 pm

July 5 NAMI Group 6 pm

Aug. 2 NAMI Group 6 pm

6 Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society 7 pm

3 Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society 7 pm

7 Movie and Popcorn Night – The Belief
Series

9 NAMI Group 6 pm
10 Caring & Hospitality Committee 10 am

8 Karaoke 5:30 pm
Café Serendipity 7 pm
10 Social Justice Committee 12 pm

11 SJC Discussion Group on Class 4 pm
12 Karaoke 5:30 pm
Café Serendipity 7 pm

12 NAMI Group 6 pm
14 Social Justice Committee 12 pm
13 Caring & Hospitality Committee 10 am
Worship Committee 12 pm

16 UUFCC Board Meeting 7 pm
Sierra Club

14 SJC Discussion Group on Class 4 pm
17 Worship Committee 3:30 pm
15 Peer Writer’s Group 1:30 pm
19 Peer Writer’s Group

17 Mystical Experiences 12 pm
21 Mystical Experiences 12 pm
19 UUFCC Board Meeting 7 pm
Sierra Club

21 Movie & Popcorn Night – The Belief
Series 6:30 pm

24 Healing Oasis 6 pm
31 Book Group 1:30 pm

23 Celebration of Life – Harold Rapp
27 Emergency Service Workshop 10 am
Book Group 1:30 pm
Healing Oasis 6 pm
28 Movie & Popcorn Night – The Belief
Series 6:30 pm
30 Zika Presentation 9 am
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