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NEW OUTLOOK
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

JANUARY 2016

Kindred Spirit
May fear and dread not conquer me.
-Words attributed to Buddha.
Do you remember your childhood? Most folks have a mix of both
sweet and sour memories. Sometimes we totally forget the tough
occasions and imagine that “Life was better back then.” Nostalgia is a
tricky thing. It keeps us from appreciating the present, compels us to
idolize the past, and makes the future look daunting.
For example, my family spent three years in the country on a very
small farm when I was in high school. I have good memories like the
intoxicating smell of the ground after it rained, hearing the soothing
sounds of a pony moving about in the barn on winter mornings, and
the taste of a million fresh cucumbers warm from the garden in the hot
summer months. It’s easy for me to stay focused on these
remembrances and then pine for the old days.
What I can easily neglect to recall, however, are the arguments I had with my parents and siblings.
Often the cattle got out of the fenced area and scattered into the neighbors’ fields. Much to my
mother’s frustration, none of us were quick to run out the door to bring them home. I kind of skip over
the memories of the boredom I felt while living far away from the nearest town. I could not better
myself financially doing anything other than babysitting; that opportunity was rare because we were
acres away from other people including babies. Come to think of it, I hated the mud that seemed
constant, the excruciatingly loud sound of the tractor-size mower, and the fact that there never
seemed to be enough heat on the second floor of that old house in January…Wow. I am glad to be
living in the present moment!
At UUFCC, as we endeavor to make decisions about our meeting place
in the future, I’m sure many of us are reminiscing about the past. Our
history needs to be honored and cherished. We are grateful for the
many people who have used their hands, their hearts and their heads to
create our active, flourishing fellowship. Because of them, we also have
a comfortable place to meet, surrounded by beautiful grounds.
However, we have grown and change is occurring as each day unfolds.
Let us not despair and think that the era of generosity and good works
is over. Every week, I witness the presence of hope and optimism for a
grand future at UUFCC. May we put one foot in front of the other and
boldly move forward with astute vision, undaunted by fear.
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Dear Ones
What a wonderful holiday season it has been at UUFCC! The opportunities we
had to celebrate through worship, music, meditation, feasting, and fellowship are
remarkable. Personally, being involved in the creation of the "Tumbleweed
Christmas" pageant was a highlight. Walking the labyrinth on the Solstice gave
me a needed sense of calm. For all of you who planned, prepared, participated
in and cleaned up after "all of it", THANK YOU!
Now we enter a new season, a winter brimming with possibilities. We may actually purchase a new
home. Bob Taylor's accompanying article clearly explains what the vast majority of the Fellowship's
leadership is recommending. I won't repeat Bob's messages but the possibilities before us are
exciting and sobering. Read Bob's words carefully and get involved. What we are hoping to
accomplish will only happen with the continual wellspring of support from members and friends.
During the last year I have witnessed and participated in a process that allowed us to make some
very challenging decisions regarding our obvious need for more space. At the head of this process
was Robert Taylor. From my perspective on the Board of Trustees, Bob continually amazes me with
his financial and business expertise, the breadth of his vision, the sincerity of his empathy, and the
depth of his faith. In the role of president, I extend our community's deepest gratitude to Bob. It is a
joy to know him as a fellow seeker and dear friend.
I am happy to announce that Kay Azar has accepted the vacant trustee position which became
available when Carol Powell resigned. I'm also happy to report that Carol is doing well in her new
home in Mexico.
If you want to start the new year with a jolt of joy, come to the UBUNTU SACRED SONG
GATHERING on Saturday, January 2nd at 2:30 at the Fellowship. Tom Tyre will once again teach us
songs from around the world. Everyone, regardless of choral experience or voice quality, is invited.
Come experience the sacred through group singing.
Also, I want to remind you that our winter Saturday afternoon services begin again on January 2nd at
4:30 PM.
Other special January activities include "Dine Around Dinners", a great way to meet new folks and
reconnect with old friends. Don't forget to reserve the evening of January 30th for a "Greek Isle of
Dreams.” While this celebration includes a service auction, I think of it as the UUFCC prom. Get
spiffed up and we'll party.
I'll conclude with another thank you. Your generosity is so consistently apparent. Our gifts to the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee through its "Guest at Our Table” program is well over $500.
We'll announce the final total when I complete rolling the 15+ pound box of coins that came in those
special "piggy" boxes.
In faith,
Dennis Shaw
Interim President
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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About Saturday Services:

Many Paths…
Sundays
9:15 a.m. Conversation Among Friends
9:30 a.m. – Choir Practice
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday

On January 2, we begin our second year of “Second
Service” on Saturdays at 4:30 pm. Our Saturday evening
services have a little different slant than our Sunday
mornings. For example, we have meditation periods
twice interspersed with readings and music on Saturday
evenings. Conversation Among Friends will precede
the service at 3:15. On Sunday mornings, our service
includes more traditional elements such as a sermon.
Come on Saturday evening at 4:30 pm or Sunday
morning at 10:30 am. Either way, we work hard to
engage the listener and to provide a strong dose of hope
when it seems absent.

Meditation and Buddhist Discussion Group
January - Thursday evenings from 5 to 6:15 pm.
We begin with a discussion of Thich Nhat Hanh's book, No Mud, No Lotus, and end with 25 minutes of
silent meditation. All are welcome to attend.

Sat. Jan. 2 - Intentions for the Year Ahead

Sun., Jan. 3 – Feet, Do Your Stuff

Layleader: Ginger Abraham, Annie Ross, WA

Layleader: Sharon Whitehill, Joani Mountain, WA

It is sometimes said that New Year’s resolutions
are made to be broken. Come set some
intentions for the coming year instead and see
what happens.

Feet. Your feet and mine. How does being
conscious of them help us to be more intentional
toward these appendages, and toward what they
symbolize for us? Let us show more respect to
our feet. Because, in a very real way, they
represent what it means to be human.

Eye on the East: Mindfulness
Sat., Jan. 9 Rev. Amy Kindred, Ginger Abraham, WA
Sun., Jan. 10 - Rev. Amy Kindred, Dennis Shaw, WA

Buddhism's Eightfold Path is chocked full of helpful guidance. With readings and music, we'll
explore how mindfulness is a key ingredient to living a more peaceful existence.
Sat., Jan. 16 - Moses and His Traveling Band Rev. Amy Kindred, Annie Ross, WA
Sun., Jan. 17 - Move Along Moses: The Red Sea Parts - Rev. Amy Kindred, Carolyn Kellar, WA
It's a new take on an old story about a man and his entourage who part the Red Sea in order to
embark on a different life. What can we learn from the characters and their experiences?
Remembering UU Pete Seeger
Sat., Jan. 23 - Rev. Amy Kindred, MaryHolly Allison, WA
Sun., Jan 24 - Rev. Amy Kindred, Joani Mountain,WA

Pete Seeger said, "I feel like my whole life is a contribution." We'll explore the music and philosophy
of a modern day Unitarian Universalist.
Jan. 30 - NO SATURDAY SERVICE
Jan. 31- The Dreamer's Sweet Spot - The Rev. Larry Green, MaryHolly Allison, WA
This message will explore the thought that there is an ideal mindset and community we must aim
towards if we want to produce dreamers.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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BOARD TO CONSIDER OPTION TO BUY PEACE LUTHERAN
At an upcoming meeting, the Board of Trustees will consider whether it should recommend to our
membership that we purchase the Peace Lutheran Church. The property is located at 21500 Gibraltar
Drive in Port Charlotte, near the intersection of Midway and Harbor Boulevards, about 2.8 miles from
our present site. With 17,515 square feet of building on 3.51 acres of land, the property more than
meets our needs for program space and parking.
But it’s not an easy decision to be made lightly. We’ve been debating the merits of our two major
options for months—do we expand on our present site or purchase another property? Leaving our
long-time congregational home will be difficult and we’re not yet sure we can negotiate a price for
Peace Lutheran that we can afford. Both options have pluses and minuses. And each option has a
different impact on operating costs and the capital required for implementation. In summary:
Expanding on our present site requires less capital to start, because it could be implemented in
stages, but more time and capital in the long run to add all the features we want. But without
added land, future expansion and parking will continue to be restricted
Purchasing Peace Lutheran would require more capital up front to close the deal, but would be
off-set by the eventual sale of our present property. But overhead costs will be immediately
higher for the larger facility, plus we will need to maintain our present building until it is sold.
Our choices were examined in depth at a leadership retreat held on December 19 th. After four hours
of study, discussion and debate, each delegate was asked to make a non-binding commitment on
how much financial support they were willing to provide toward expansion—in both an increased
pledge for operating expenses and a gift or loan to cover capital costs. The results were encouraging.
Those estimates, along with contributions from the endowment and a few key benefactors, give us
confidence that in a capital campaign we can raise the funds we need to move forward. Finally, in a
straw vote, the delegates were asked how they would want their time, talent, and treasure spent. An
overwhelming majority voted in favor of buying Peace Lutheran.
The Board of Trustees will now take a close look at the feasibility of purchasing Peace Lutheran, the
capital required, and the impact of higher overhead costs. If they recommend going forward, we’ll
need to get everyone in on the process and fully informed—with tours of the property and additional
town hall meetings—before the matter comes before the membership for a vote. Our bylaws require a
two-thirds majority of eligible members present in order for us to buy, sell, or mortgage property.
Let us hear from you. What are your thoughts and concerns? And stay tuned.
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5

REflections
December's focus in our Religious Education
program focused on the holidays. One week, the
children learned a bit more about Hanukkah.
And, of course, there was the delightful play
performed by three of our children, A Tumbleweed
Christmas. The children met on two Saturday
afternoons to practice, along with Rev. Amy and
our Board President, Dennis Shaw. Their work
showed during their performance. We are so proud of Ayla, Rachel, and Ethan!
Then, on Christmas Eve, the children rang the bells for Joy to the World. The children were very
enthusiastic about ringing the bells, again, with Rev. Amy's guidance.
January's theme is "Science Says," and most lessons will be centered around this theme.

My Role as the Lifespan Development
Coordinator - More Than Religious Education
My position as Lifespan Development Coordinator is new within UUFCC. So
far, most of my efforts have focused on our Religious Education program for
children. Now that we have hired two people for our Child Care program,
and we have enough volunteers for our RE program, I will have time to
address other aspects of the job.
What else might this include? I am tasked with supporting the programs beyond worship within our
fellowship.
Do you have an idea for a new activity? I can assist in helping you find a time that works in our
building, and I can help you advertise the idea in a variety of ways. For example, the Men's Group
wanted to have a Halloween Party; we worked together to bring this to the congregation - with
wonderful results.
Are you the coordinator of a current program within our Fellowship? I am starting to create a booklet
that will include all continuing activities with contact information, meeting times, and a one sentence
synopsis of the activity for those who think they might be interested in participating.
Will I lead the activity? No, but I will help you find a leader, if you aren't interested.
We have a fabulous variety of activities in UUFCC. I want to help expand the offerings and make sure
everyone knows what is available. I look forward to discussing your ideas with you soon.
Faithfully,
Marty Wilmer
Lifespan Development Coordinator.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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Membership News

Pictured from left to right: Marty Wilmer, LifeSpan Development Coordinator, Joani Mountain,
Membership Coordinator, New Members: Peggydawn Moran, Robert Moran, Tina Maheau, Norma Jock,
Ken Brennen, Marti Rosenberger, Nancy Bruce.

I love the Words of Welcome used in the service of December 20th to welcome seven new members:
“We never really know what combination of happenstance, friendship or good luck brings certain
people together…”
This new group represents that well – long-time UU’s who have moved from other areas of the
country, people who came because of friends, or those who found the fellowship through the
meditation group.
“We celebrate the fate that has drawn us together.”
If you didn’t get a chance to welcome our newest members on Sunday, look for them the next time
you are at the fellowship and extend your own warm welcome.
Seventeen others joined between January and December 2015.
If you would like to start 2016 off by learning more about Unitarian Universalism or about becoming a
member, please contact Reverend Amy or Joani Mountain.
And in this season of comings and goings “Welcome Home!
Joani Mountain
Membership Coordinator
joanimountain@gmail.com
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Art on the
Wall
Media artist David Sussman
will exhibit his large and
colorful photographic
designs on our art wall. The
work of this well recognized
and award winning
photographer has been
exhibited widely, and his
images have appeared on
numerous national and
international magazine covers.
Sussman transforms ordinary and mundane sites into grand and majestic images. In his "light room
laboratory," photographs of nature and wild life magically are transformed into powerful and masterful
visions of beauty.
Also exhibiting is Martha Aurelio who works in porcelain and
stoneware. She either throws, alters, or carves her work and applies
glorious colors by painting, spraying or dipping. Her inspiration derives
from nature: flower and leaf forms as well as geometric patterns. Her
work is colorful, imaginative and thought-provoking.
Aurelio has a BFA from Tufts University, attended Boston's School of
the Museum of Fine Arts, and taught art in both Rhode Island and
California. A native of Rhode Island, she is drawn to the magnificence of the ocean, the wide skies,
and gorgeous sunsets.
The outstanding and unusual artistry of Sussman and Aurelio will be on view from December 30 January 29. Free opening reception is on January 15, from 4-6.

Ubuntu Sacred Song Gathering

January 2 at 2:30 at UUFCC

Sing uplifting songs from all around the world in glorious
harmony. No experience is necessary; just a desire to sing.
All are welcome. Come, sing, be joyful, and experience the
sacred through song. There’s usually a lot of laughter, too.
Suggested donation: $5
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The Annual Service Auction AND a Celebration
of UUFCC/Stewardship Kick-Off Dinner
WE HOPE YOU WILL ATTEND
When: The evening of Saturday, January 30th
Where: Port Charlotte Events Center (Close to the Fellowship on 41 near
Midway)
This is the 3rd Annual Service Auction benefitting the
Fellowship and our community. This evening is a time
for the UUFCC community to come together for an
evening of fun and celebration. The Greek style
dinner will be followed by the Service Auction which
promises to be a rousing event all on it’s own.
What can you do to participate?
First, show up. Show up to join a team to help cook,
decorate or work on the catalogue. Watch for signups. It will all be fun and a short lived commitment.
Second, consider what you can contribute to the Auction by offering a service or event – you can
even join in with others to offer parties and dinners. Consider things like: A Kayak outing; Dinner and
Chick Flick (or StarWars retrospective); offer to babysit for Valentine’s Day or plan a Parent’s night
out with Pizza; Games by the fire or by the pool; a Margarita Party; Bird watching walk; Veggie Burger
Café Outing; prepare a meal for a family or your special dessert for a special event. The list is as
endless as your imagination and talents.
OR, you can go to your favorite restaurant, service or business you frequent to make a donation via a
gift certificate or donation to be auctioned that night. It’s that easy to contribute.
FORMS are available at the Fellowship and on the website. Get your motors running, they will be
due January 15th.
Tickets will go on sale in early January and will include admission, dinner and an open bar. This
event is fun, and is a major source of “FUNd-raising” for our operating budget. We will connect
through the following months as we get together and build bonds through activities and engagement!
And did I tell you there would be jokes?
Service Auction Chair, Kay Azar
Event Coordinator, MaryHolly Allison
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Peace Initiative Series
Valarie Young, FGCU Lecturer, will be the first "Peace Initiative"
speaker on Sunday, January 17th, 2016, from 12:15-1:15. Her topic
is: "Reflections of 50 Years, 1965-2015: Has Dr. King's 'I have a
Dream' become A Dream Deferred?"
Young's most current interest is climate change and the dire effects
it has on disenfranchised communities of color. As a member of the
Climate Reality Project Leaders Corps, she investigates global
warming, environmental degradation and associated health related
issues. She serves as a Congressional Liaison with Citizens
Climate Lobby and meets with elected officials to disseminate
information and urge positive environmental legislation.
In addition, she works with Women's International League for
Peace and Freedom promoting their "Earth Democracy’s mandate
on Human Rights to Water and Health, Rights of Nature/Future
Generation Guardianship, Food Democracy/Local Economy, and
Global Warming/Renewable Energy." She is also a member of the
Sierra Club and the NAACP.
Future dates for Peace Initiative Speakers will be February 7 and March 6. For more information,
contact Ted Zawistowski at Zawistowskitl@embarqmail.com

Homeless Coalition Volunteer Opportunity
While the dinner service activity is “off the table”, so to speak, for the immediate
future, another opportunity for UU’ers to help out has presented itself.
The task is to help prepare and serve lunches to the Veterans and Staff
Members at the Coalition on chosen Mondays and Tuesdays. We will be doing
this once a month to start, and as things progress, we may be able to increase
our participation.
Four and only four volunteers are needed on each date.
The time frame required is 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. approx.
The dates available are:
Monday, January 11, 2016
Tuesday, January 12, 2016
Monday, February 18, 2016
Tuesday, February 19, 2016

More dates may be added as participation is evaluated.
Thank you for your support. Any questions, please
contact me.
Herb Levin…….941-286-7939…….engsp1@gmail.com

Monday, March 25, 2016
Tuesday, March 26, 2016
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SECOND ANNUAL FELLOWSHIP CAMPING WEEKEND
Friday thru Sunday, February 19th-21st
You are invited to the second annual Fellowship
Camping weekend!
WHEN: Friday February 19th 4pm to Sunday February
21st
WHERE: Tentatively set for Oscar Scherer State Park
group campsite (location may change pending
reservation availability)
WHO: All families and fellowship invited
Activities: Stay for the weekend or come out to play for
the day! A potluck supper will be held on Friday night
with a bonfire and is being coordinated by Regina Renner. If we camp at Oscar Scherer Park, we can
attend the Drum Circle Saturday night at Nokomis Beach. We can take a bike ride Sunday on the
Legacy trail which is connected to Oscar Scherer State Park. There are also some beautiful hiking
and birding opportunities! We hope to see you there!

Attention Eclectic Readers
Join us to enjoy very different reading experiences and conversations about each of them. The
books chosen for our next three monthly meetings happen to be novels but differ
greatly from there
January: Me Before You by Jojo Moyes is the unlikely love story of two very
different people under horrendous circumstances.
February: Inside the O’Briens by Lisa Genova describes how Joe
O’Brien and his family cope with Joe’s devastating diagnosis at age
44 of Huntington’s disease.
March: Pathfinder by James Fenimore Cooper is a return to a classic
American historical novel about the adventures of Natty Bumppo (here
called the “Pathfinder”) before and during war waged by the
British/Colonial forces in the Great Lakes area.
These meetings are all at 1:30pm on the last Wednesday of each month. The
discussion of Me Before You will be led by Marion Menna (maripoetm@aol.com or
941-249-9504).
At our last meeting we discussed Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison. The discussion, as predicted, was
lively and I think each of us saw themes and metaphors that eluded others. There was general
agreement that Invisible Man does indeed deserve inclusion in any list of the “Great American
Novels.” Mary Wolff (hmwolff9@hotmail.com or 629-0669.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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DINE AROUND DINNERS
These dinners are designed to help us get to know each other better
and build friendships in our congregation.
Participants can be couples or assorted singles paired as a couple for
each event. Groups of six (6) persons will be formed. Three dinners will be
planned with couples being host for one event then attending two other
dinners with different people. The host provides the main course and
drinks. The guests provide appetizer, salad ( or vegetable) or desert. Menus and dates will be
determined by the groups host.
The emphasis is on meeting new people and the host/hostess is encouraged to invite extra
people if you have room at your table.
We will try to rotate the names so that you will be with different people each year that we do
this.
The sign up sheet is in the Social Hall. For more information see or call Joan Bollinger ( 941)
286-7297

Meatless Meal
January 22
Many of us put “healthy lifestyle choices” on our
New Year’s resolutions. Do you want good ideas
and emotional support to eat healthier this year?
Join us for delicious food, and great fellowship.
The monthly meatless meal, hosted by the Climate
Action Team, will be held Friday January 22nd at
5:30. Participants should bring a vegetarian or
vegan dish to share. Copies of the recipe for your
dish are appreciated. A video related to plant
based eating will be shown after the meal. We
hope to see you there.

The Cakes for Queen of Heaven group
will resume meeting every Wednesday
at 2 p.m. at the Fellowship in January.
First meeting will be January 6. We
plan to start from the beginning, so don't
worry about missing anything.
Everyone is welcome.
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weekly EVENTS
Wed., Jan. 5, 12, 19 (Mon. 24) – Choir Practice 6:00 pm
Wed., Jan. 5, 12, 19, 27 – Cakes for the Queen of Heaven 2:00 pm
Thurs., Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28 – Meditation 5:15 pm

Jan. 2 Ubuntu Singing 2:30 pm

Jan. 15 Executive Board Meeting 10:30 am
Artist Reception 4:00 pm

4 Racial Justice 6:15 pm
17 RE Teachers’ Meeting 11:45 am
Mystical Experiences 12:00 pm
Social Justice 12:00 pm

5 NAMI Group
6 Gulf Coast Acoustical Guitar Society
7:00 pm
8 Karaoke Night 5:30 pm
Café Serendipity 7:00 pm
9 The Sandwich Project 10:00 am
Duggan Concert 5:30 pm

19 Local UU Ministers Group 10:30 am
Sierra Club 7:00 pm
20 Worship Associates 3:30 pm
Board Meeting 6:30 pm
22 Peer Writing 1:30 pm
Meatless Meal 5:30 pm

12 NAMI Group
13 Caring and Hospitality

27 Book Group 1:30 pm
Healing Oasis 6:00 pm

14 Discussion of Class 4:30 pm
Citizen Climate Lobby 6:00 pm

31 SWFL Gay and Lesbian Choir Concert
7:00 pm

CONTACT US - OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
9 am – 2 pm
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc

1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952

Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org 941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Tues. morning and Thurs, afternoon. It’s best to call for an appointment.
Chris McCoy, Office Assistant, office@uufcc.org
Dennis Shaw, President@uufcc.org
Joani Mountain, Membership Coordinator, joanimountain@gmail.com
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@uufcc.org
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair, mcharry@earthlink.net
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