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A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

SEPTEMBER 2015

Kindred Spirit
I knew a Louie. Louie was a golden-colored Labrador. The first time I
visited my friend’s house, I saw three small piles of rocks in the driveway.
When I asked about the piles, my friend said calmly, like it wasn’t anything
strange, “Those are Louie’s rocks.” The dog would carefully carry rocks
gently with his teeth, one by one, and place them in piles. Then, he’d
move the rocks from one pile to another.
Bailey was a Yorkie. She rarely sat still. I recall her running circles in the
yard, her long fur a breeze of brown and black. She didn’t say a whole lot
but she moved from one spot to another, fast and often. I remember trying
to hold Bailey. Sure, she’d lick my chin a couple of times but that was
enough for her. She’d jump right out of my arms and run circles again.
No one likes a nipper. Cody was a diligent one. The Australian Blue Heeler tried to corral every
person who crossed his path. It didn’t matter if you were a stranger or a member of the family. Cody
wanted you to get in line, get in the car, get on the sidewalk, or get in the house…just move along
right now! Cody bit my father on the ankle. His little bite didn’t break the skin but my dad was mad.
Nearly thirty years later and Dad still reminds me that Cody bit him. I say, “That’s because you didn’t
move your grandson’s stroller in the direction that Cody wanted you to move!”
I’ve known many dogs through the years. The three I mentioned had interesting ways of experiencing
their surroundings. Louie had to shape his environment. Once he had it the way he wanted it, he’d
have to reshape it. Bailey didn’t appear to want to organize anything. She seemed content to just
circle around. Cody was compelled to push others about, sometimes hurtfully. It’s funny how dogs
can manifest human traits. I’ve been a Louie, rarely satisfied with the way things are. I’ve been a
Bailey, content to avoid challenges in a given environment. And I’ve been a Cody, wanting to push
people around to do what I want. How about you? See yourself in any of these behaviors?
Oh yes, I recall a Collie I
came across in my youth.
Her days were spent sitting
under a shade tree. She
seemed content to do
nothing more than smile.
May your days be peaceful.
Rev. Amy Kindred
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Message from MaryHolly
Board President
As we approach the Fall & Winter seasons here in Southwest Florida it will be
a busy time at UUFCC! I want to share an update on the goal areas/priorities
established by the UUFCC Board of Trustees for this current year, and the
staff and Board Liaisons designed to support you if you have questions or
need information:
1. Increase diverse membership, including new retirees, LGBT and families with children. Our
Membership Support, Diane Allen Harkins and her team of greeters, ushers and Sunday morning
assistants create a welcoming environment. And of course, we ALL help make newcomers welcome
at coffee and during potlucks.
2. Continue to learn about stewardship and encouraging all to support the Fellowship with
“TIME, TALENT and TREASURE” (membership includes making a pledge). A team of four
members and Rev. Amy attended a cluster workshop in Venice with Bill Klontz, the UUA Stewardship
Consultant who worked with us in December. Watch for highlights from that. Books are also available
for all to check-out in the UUFCC library. The Stewardship Report is available on our website at
uufcc.org. Our newly formed Stewardship Team will reconvene in the near future.
3. Recruit new lay leaders and provide support to assist them in becoming involved with
projects and sharing their gifts. Committees and program ministries are seeking involvement and
support for involvement of all folks…read the updates and/or check the order of service each Sunday.
You are welcome to share your time & talent!
4. Explore the “FIVE OPTIONS” for needed space with regard to Facilities; Review and
evaluate the report from the Long Range Planning Team and gain input from the congregation.
The Report from the Long Range planning Team was distributed electronically this summer (also
available on our website).They recommended one option strongly and that may be where we end up;
however, there are strong opinions about exploring other options more in depth. We will be holding
Town Meetings this fall to discuss options and share ideas for steps forward. We are seeking a few
good folks who are willing to help facilitate those discussions. Let me be clear: NO DECISIONS
WILL BE MADE WITHOUT THE DIRECT INVOLVEMENT OF ALL OUR MEMBERSHIP (and
ultimate 2/3 vote).
5. Continue to maintain and care for our building and grounds. This remains a priority. Our
building is over thirty years old. It requires love and attention. WE need more storage space and may
need some short term solutions while we work through the various options we face.
6. Establish “Policies and Procedures” (electronically and in a notebook) to match our
“Program Style” organization, particularly to assist with communication during high season.
This involves developing written policies and sharing as appropriate.
7. Develop a realistic plan for managing and delivery of Life Span Religious Education (LSRE).
We have created a vision and a part time job description for a 6 hour position. We have just hired
Marty Wilmer for this position!!
8. Continue to increase our ability and skills to use technology to accomplish our goals. Our
Minister and Worship Associates are continuing to seek ways to increase the effectiveness and use
of technology, in worship and in conducting our business for and among our members. We are
fortunate to have an Office Administrator who is very skilled and continues to share his knowledge
with many. He will also provide you with paper copies for anything you request. This goal includes an
upgrade of technology and equipment in any plans as we move forward.
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The box below lists the Liaison Roles and Board members who have agreed to serve. We are here to
support you and to serve our congregation. Of course, this is just part of our efforts. Our true mission
is to help feed the hungry, to work for racial and climate justice, and engage in other actions to
promote the principles we hold so dear. We know that together we can make this congregation all
you want it to be!
Yours in Faith,
MaryHolly Allison

Liaison Roles – BOARD TO COMMITTEE CHAIRS
(for support and requests)
Art Committee - Bob Taylor
Building/Facilities/Grounds - Dennis Shaw
Committee on Shared Ministry - Delight TePaske
Long Range Planning: Facilities Options - ExecutiveTeam (Officers) & Steering Committee
Membership/Care and Hospitality/Patient Advocacy - Diane Allen-Harkins
Personnel/Human Resources - MaryHolly Allison
Policy & Procedures - Diane Allen Harkins
RE – Life Span Education includes: Nursery, elementary, adolescence and adult
Rev. Amy, Carol Powell &Vince Frighetti
Social Justice/Racial Justice/Climate Action/Legislative Ministry - Delight TePaske
Stewardship/ Finance - Bob Taylor; Doug Kennedy, Asst. Treas.
Technology: website, Facebook, communications - Jack Osborne (with Chris McCoy)
UUA Connections - MaryHolly Allison
Worship - MaryHolly Allison & Dennis Shaw

CONTACT US - OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
9 am – 2 pm
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc

1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952

Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org 941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Tues. and, Thurs, afternoon. It’s best to call for an appointment.
Chris McCoy, Office Assistant office@uufcc.org
MaryHolly Allison, President@uufcc.org
Diane Allen-Harkins, Membership Coordinator, dallenharkins@gmail.com
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@uufcc.org
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair, mcharry@earthlink.net
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SUNDAYS
9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends
9:30 a.m. – Choir Practice
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday

SERVICES
September 6 Day of Labor
WE WILL NOT HAVE OUR TRADITIONAL SERVICE.
It's a fun WORK DAY at UUFCC! We'll begin with a joyfilled song provided by our Director of Music, Brenda
Morris, followed by welcome and announcements. Then,
all are asked to sign up to complete a task from the chart.
Some tasks require cutting foam core at a table and some
involve cleaning windows. There is something for
everyone. After an hour, we'll close with music and our
monthly POT LUCK meal.

September 13

Educating UUs
Ginger Abraham, MaryHolly Allison, Dennis Shaw

Come learn about some interesting Unitarians who made important
contributions to the field of education, presented by educators from our
own congregation.

September 20

A Pocketful of Sorry

Rev. Amy Kindred

In observance of Rosh Hashanah, September 13-15 and Yom Kippur,
September 22, we'll explore the old Jewish ritual of casting away
failures and disappointments.

September 27 Be the Change: Activist Dinner Party

Authored by a UU Minister

Performed by UU Worship Associates and Members of UU Readers
Theater group. We will address one of the greatest threats to peace
and justice; the paralyzing attitude that what we do does not matter.
The service does this by bringing alive the words and wisdom of
famous poets, activists, and sages like Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Marge Piercy, and Thich Nhat Hanh.
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SERENDIPITY REVUE

Friday, September 18, 7 to 9:30 P.M.

On Friday, September 18, UUFCC will host a
benefit concert featuring more of the best of our
local musical talent. Serendipity Revue!! will
once again showcase prominent local musicians
who over the years have graced our monthly
stage at Café Serendipity. In this cycle
Serendipity Revue will feature Peggy & Emery
Williams of “Homegrown Sounds,” preceded by
a generous opening act by K. C. Cohen, “the
Acoustic Queen.”
Can it get any better than humorous/thought-provoking downhome sounds and soul-tugging “royal”
blues? Tickets are $10 each at the door; children under 12 may attend free of charge.

Art on the Wall
The brilliantly colored artwork of Joy Carol will
be featured on our walls from September 1st
through the middle of October. Joy Carol’s
landscape, portrait, and still life paintings
jump off the canvas with bright colors, varied
patterns and unusual designs.
Ms. Carol’s early training was at the New
York School of Interior Design, which led her
into a career in interior design where her love
of color flourished. She moved to Punta
Gorda several years ago and has pursued oil,
acrylic, and pastel painting, adding to the
many awards she has won for her artwork in
three states.
Joining her in this exhibit is jeweler Diana
Reinhard, who will display her wire wrapped
treasures. She teaches wire wrapped jewelry
making at the Visual Arts Center in Punta
Gorda, showing her students how to transform
shells, agates, and beads into wearable art.
The public is invited to their artists’ reception
on Sunday, September 13, 12 noon until 2:00
PM. Many works are for sale.
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BOOK LOVERS, "LISTEN UP!" THIS IS FOR YOU!
The Book Group met on August 26th to discuss the book The Tortilla Curtain by T.C. Boyle. The
book describes the sharp contrast between the lives of the wealthy in their enclosed community and
the immigrant man and woman who almost starve in their makeshift camp in a nearby canyon.
Disaster strikes both the white Delaney and the destitute Candido in an automobile accident. In the
ensuing months Delaney struggles to preserve his way of life, while Candido and his wife barely
stay alive. Events occur in rapid succession as Candido faces one crisis after another. Delaney
meanwhile suffers his own losses. Immigration, wildlife intrusion, and the mistakes of both men all
combine to give the book an exciting plot.
`The next meeting is Wednesday, September 30 at 1:30 pm. Our book for September is "In the
Garden of the Beasts" by Eric Larson. This is the story of Ambassador to Germany William E. Dodd
and his grown daughter Martha during the rise of Hitler and the Third Reich. Their changing views
of the Nazi Regime lead to conflict within the State Department which pacifism wins. This non-fiction
narrative falls into the "more exciting than fiction" category(personal opinion).
Contact: Mary Wolff 941-629-0669 or hmwolff9@hotmail.com
Books for future months are:
October - "What Masie Knew" by Henry James
November-December - "Invisible Man" by Ralph Ellison
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VIEWS FROM THE PLANK

Dennis Shaw, Board Secretary

Despite the fact that I have served as the Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County since April, this is my first official article for our newsletter.
I’ll begin by expressing gratitude to Carol Powell for serving in this role for the past four years.
Fortunately, she continues to serve on the Board as a Trustee.
Through this and future articles I will let you know about significant decisions made by the Board of
Trustees and the basics of how these will be implemented. If you are interested in more information,
copies of minutes, financial, ministerial, and committee reports are available to members and
participating friends through the Fellowship’s Office Administrator, Chris McCoy.
Significant actions from the July 23rd meeting include:
The adoption of guidelines to encourage adequate discussion and deliberation time during
Board meetings.
A review of Rev. Amy Kindred’s ministry guided by “Assessment Tool for Ministry” from the
UUA’s Fulfilling the Call Manual. Board members unanimously voiced high regard for her
performance in all areas of the assessment. It was moved that Rev. Amy’s compensation be
increased by 3% beginning in September, as reflected in the 2015-16 budget. The motion
passed unanimously.
A job description for a part-time (six hours per week) Life Span Religious Education
Coordinator, developed by Carol Powell, Rev. Amy Kindred and MaryHolly Allison, was
unanimously accepted and the position will be advertised and hopefully filled within the month.
On August 18th, four Board members and Rev. Amy met for a “dutch-treat” dinner. No action was
taken because, as anticipated, we did not have a quorum. Discussion focused on lessons learned at
a recent SWFL Cluster Workshop on Stewardship lead by UUA financial consultant, William Clontz.
The next meeting is scheduled for September 15th.

NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS CREW

Dennis Shaw

It’s been a hot, rainy but busy summer for the
UU Fellowship’s Grounds Crew. Thanks to
the work and gifts of Gudrun Matthias, Joani
Mountain, Clarence Perry, Marion Menna,
and me, we’ve been able to stay two pulls
ahead of the weeds and vines. Numerous
new shrubs and trees are thriving in the rear
parking lot and around our main entrance.
The crew always welcomes new volunteers with or without experience. Regular
attendance, while encouraged, is not
necessary either. We meet every non-rainy
Thursday morning at 8. Just wear sturdy
shoes and work gloves and bring along insect
repellent, sunscreen and (if you have them) a
sharp pair of shears.
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Life Span Religious Education
Marty Wilmer, Lifespan Development Coordinator
I am excited to be the first Life Span Development Coordinator. I will be
assisting the Religious Education teachers and students with curricula,
coordinating teachers for Sunday services, helping gather supplies, and
greeting new families on Sundays. I will also be coordinating most of the other
programs, other than the Sunday service, that feed our minds, bodies, and spirits. I am not the
teacher or the "do-er;" I am the coordinator. I will help make sure that new activities are advertised in
all our resources and help make sure there is a space available at a time that works for the group.
Did you know we have 3 groups of children meeting on Sunday mornings? We have childcare
available for our youngest children, a Young Children group and a group for Youth. And we could use
your help. Please let me know if you can help with any of the following:
Be a substitute teacher if one of our teachers is sick or not available (no planning necessary)
Be a child care sitter, if our sitter isn't available
Donate children's games (new or used)
Donate children's books (new or used)
Donate art and/or craft supplies for the children to use
Let me know if you have any questions, suggestions, or comments. I'm looking forward to serving our
congregation this coming year!
Marty Wilmer
941-423-0741 (home)

Join a Chalice Circle
Chalice Circles enrich our community with conversation and
attentiveness that can be difficult to find in the busy life of a
fellowship. The program provides a structure within which the
members minister to each other. Chalice Circles encourage
people in their spiritual growth and help them develop
relationships of substance and depth.
Chalice Circles have 8-12 members and are led by trained lay leaders. Chalice Circles will meet
every second and fourth Saturday through December in the sanctuary with each session starting at
2:00 pm and lasting two hours.
An Advance Reflection is provided prior to each meeting. Some topics are spiritual in nature (joy,
trust, faith, and prayer); others reflect universally human themes (love, loss, forgiveness, and humor).
Members respond to the topic questions by sharing personal experiences. The focus is on deep
listening, reflection, and an interchange among group members.
For more information, contact Joseph M. Fenty – (941) 286-7876; jmfenty@gmail.com.
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New to UU Orientation with Breakfast
The Membership Committee and Rev. Amy Kindred invite all newcomers to join us at the UUFCC
Fellowship hall on Saturday September 19, 2015, 8:30 am -10:30 am to share breakfast, meet other
newcomers, some of the board members and some longer-time members and friends at UUFCC. We
look forward to getting to know you better, as well as telling you more about life at our fellowship and
general UU History.
If you are a recent newcomer to the fellowship and have not received an invitation in the mail, please
let Rev. Amy or Diane Allen-Harkins know if you are interested in attending our gathering. There will
be plenty of great food and it will be a fun morning.
This orientation will give you the basics for becoming a member at UUFCC. We ask that you join us
for an orientation if you wish to become a member, but we are willing to make provisions for anyone
who would like to join but wishes to have a private orientation or sign the book in private. Please call
Rev. Amy or myself with these requests.
You may R.S.V. P. for this breakfast to the office at 941-627-4303, so that we know how much food to
prepare.
Please contact me with any
questions or concerns
regarding membership.
Diane Allen-Harkins
UUFCC Membership
coordinator
allenharkins@gmail.com
570-867-1110

Earth Day
Celebration 2016
Is there anyone in the congregation who would
like to organize a second Earth Day Celebration?
This year's event was a success and left us with
willing co-sponsors and many exhibitors. Just
needs a small committee to pull it off again.
Please contact Sue Taylor by September 15 for
more information and to volunteer. 410-9601019. Thanks!
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SUPPORTING CHAPS
Dear Members and Friends of UUFCC,
I am writing on behalf of CHARLOTTE HIV/AIDS PEOPLE
SUPPORT, INC. (CHAPS). CHAPS, located in Port Charlotte, FL,
is an all-volunteer, non-profit, 501(c) 3 organization whose purpose
is to provide monthly supplemental food and hygiene supplies at no
cost to persons in need living with HIV/AIDS and to their
dependents.
Clients are screened and referred to CHAPS through three county
health departments and the Comprehensive Care Center of
Sarasota, FL and are recertified every six months. Thus CHAPS is
serving those who truly need support. When CHAPS was founded
in 1992, the pantry had 8 clients. Currently, CHAPS serves over
300 clients and dependents.
UUFCC has repeatedly supported CHAPS through our Second
Helping Program. Now, FROM NOON ON SEPTEMBER 1st
UNTIL NOON ON SEPTEMBER 2nd, CHAPS is participating in the
2015 GIVING CHALLENGE. During the Challenge, The Patterson
Foundation will provide a 1:1 match for each new online donor's
contribution between $25 and $250. CHAPS has also acquired an
additional matching grant of $1,000. So if you participate, your gift
will be tripled!
Please join me on September 1st or 2nd and make an online gift to
CHAPS, an extremely valuable, local charity. Simply search for
CHAPS on the home page of www.givingpartnerchallenge.org and
make your gift with a major credit or debit card. The following link
will provide detailed directions. Thank you.
In faith,
Dennis Shaw

WE CAN MAKE BEAUTIFUL MUSIC TOGETHER!
The choir welcomes newcomers and others who
love to sing or are willing to learn. Why not try us
out for a while? A few weeks, a few months, or long
term--you decide. No prior experience necessary;
most important are a love of good music, the desire
to share it with others, and your readiness to meet
and make friends. Speak to our director, Brenda
Morris, or anyone you see in the choir.
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WEEKLY EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS – September 2, 9, 16, (Mon. 21), 30 – Choir Practice 6:00 pm
Thursdays, - September 3, 10, 17, 24, – Meditation 5:15 pm

September 2 Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society 7:00 pm
8 N.A.M.I. Group
11 Karaoke Night 5:30 pm
Café Serendipity 7:00 pm
12 Chalice circles (see p. 8)
13 Art on the Wall Reception 12:00 pm (see p. 5)
Social Justice Committee 12:00 pm
14 Citizen’s Climate Lobby Meeting 6:00 pm
15 Local UU Ministers Gathering 10:30 am
UUFCC Board Meeting 3:30 pm
16 Caring and Hospitality Committee 10:00 am
Worship Committee 3:30 pm
19 New to UU Breakfast 8:30 am (see p. 9)
Cork and Canvas Auction Event 2:00 pm
20 Mystical Experiences Group 12:00 pm
23 Healing Oasis 6:00 pm
25 Peer Writing Group
Serendipity Revue 2 (see p. 5)
26 Café Theo: Transgender Slide Show Presentation 1:30
pm
Chalice Circles 1:30 pm (see p. 8)
30 Book Group 1:30 pm
Worship Associate Workshop 3:30 pm
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