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NEW OUTLOOK
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

MAY/JUNE 2015

Kindred Spirit
"Every mountain, river, valley, and stone carries a story of a long
time ago."
-Chief Joseph Riverwind
You and I are called upon to protect the land and animals we've been
entrusted to protect - the ground we tread, the trees overhead, the sky
reaching for days, the water flowing in a multitude of directions and the
critters who call all of it home. During the next couple of months, we at
UUFCC intend to explore what more we can do to honor our cherished
resources. I invite you to take a hopeful approach to the future. Check out
our listings and come join us. I dare you to care!
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Message from MaryHolly

Board President

WE ARE BUILDING A NEW WAY! This is the theme for the UUA General
Assembly to be held in Portland, Oregon in late June where Cassandra and Delmar
Wooden and I will represent UUFCC as delegates.
Agenda items will include the proposed transformation of the Commission on Appraisal, the draft
Statement of Conscience on Reproductive Justice, and a GA discussion of proposals for increasing
delegates' and congregations’ engagement with General Assembly. There also will be much worship,
singing and workshops.
Here at the Fellowship, there will be streaming of the GA Sunday Service. Watch for details.
If you are interested in learning more about what will happen at this GA, I encourage you check out
this link: www.uua.org/ga .
WE ARE BUILDING A NEW WAY! This was also the theme at the recent and FINAL
Florida District Assembly. We voted to dissolve the Florida District as a governing entity and
incorporate Florida and all other involved Districts into the UUA Southern Region which includes 218
congregations, 30,000 members, 12 states, Mexico and the Virgin Islands. This effort began several
years ago with the creation of the Orlando Platform, in which our own Ginger Abraham played a
role. (See www.uuasouthernregion.org/orlando platform)
The focus for the future includes:
Building UU Relationships - We are better together- spiritually and for social justice; know
regional staff and keep congregational and lay leader data current.
Elders - wise leaders of any age: identifying, developing and connecting
Clusters - to build connections, not just based on geography but also on interests and needs;
to know our UU neighbors.
WE ARE BUILDING A NEW WAY! At the recent UUFCC Board Retreat we welcomed our new
Board members, considered some draft goals for the future and began the process of more clearly
defining the role of Trustees. Each Board member was given areas of responsibility and will serve as
a liaison to the following committees and activities. Below are the proposed liaisons.
Membership/Care and Hospitality/Patient Advocacy-Diane Allen-Harkins
Social Justice/Racial Justice/Climate Action/Legislative Ministry-Linda Levin and Delight
TePaske
Building/Facilities/Grounds- Dennis Shaw
RE – Life Span Education (includes:nursery, elementary, adolescent and adult) - Rev. Amy,
Carol Powell and Vince Frighetti
Stewardship/ Finances - Bob Taylor
Long Range Planning: space, staff and programming- Linda Levin
Art Committee - Bob Taylor
Technology, Facebook, website, communications - Jack Osborne
Committee on the Shared Ministry - Delight TePaske
Personnel/Human Resources & Worship Committee - MaryHolly Allison
We will strive to be in greater communication with our members and responsive to your needs and
interests. Please continue to ask your questions.
Yes, we are building a new way!
With commitment to share our UU faith,
MaryHolly Allison
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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SUNDAYS
9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends
9:30 a.m. – Choir Practice
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday

SERVICES – Theme: Greenwise
May 3

The Flute and the River

Rev. Amy Kindred

In this our first sermon in May, we recognize our connection to the Earth.
How will we savor and save her many gifts? Enjoy a serenade from the
hollowed wood of a Native American flute.
May 10

Mother, My Mother: No Womb Required

Rev. Amy Kindred

Regardless of gender, we all have the capacity to be a wise mother. Join us as we
speak on the joys and challenges of motherhood.
On this day, we will invite children to come forward who have transitioned from being a non-reader to
a reader. If you have a child who has learned to read in the past year, please obtain a book to give to
your young reader during the service and let Chris, our Office Administrator, know you will participate
in the ceremony.
May 17

Grandpa’s Store

Rev. Amy Kindred

Wood floors, bins filled with tennis shoes, a counter filled with penny candy and a group of old men
that talked over a checker table. That was Grandpa’s store. We’ll explore the tricky balance between
honest efforts to provide for one’s family versus business provided by major companies that squelch
the very life of a community.

May 24

Struggling for Freedom Rev. Larry Green

This will be a moment of exploring our human struggle to live experiencing physical,
mental and spiritual freedom. We welcome inspiring words from a retired minister and
friend of UUFCC.

May 31
Rocks in Religion
Rev. Amy Kindred
What is the history of the use of stones as religious objects? We’ll
explore how they have been used as markers on trails, a
commemorative touch on a tombstone, and so much more. It’s
about the history of rocks in religion.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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SUNDAYS
9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends
9:30 a.m. – Choir Practice
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday

SERVICES - Theme: Blue Value
June 7

Our Beloved Blue Waters

Rev. Amy Kindred

“Kayaking is my medicine,” said Ed Sabir, a Vietnam veteran. Most of us
arrive in this area of Florida because we are drawn to water and its healing
attributes. This morning, we sing our praises for the Earth’s precious elixir.

June 14
Of Scent and Sound
Rev. Amy Kindred
One of the commonalities of world faith traditions is the incorporation of the five
senses. We’ll explore how incense or aromas and music or sounds are used in
ritual settings.

June 21

Father’s Day

Dennis Shaw

We will hear words of wisdom about fatherhood and celebrating Father’s Day
from one of our worship associates.

June 28
Brunch First, Then General
Assembly Live Stream from Portland, OR
Rev. Amy Kindred and Ginger Abraham
Join us at 10:30 for a potluck brunch and stay for
the live-streamed Sunday Service from the Unitarian Universalist General
Assembly in Portland, Oregon. We don’t have to travel. And yet, we will
get to participate with the 5,000 UUs who will be attending the service.
It’s a great day to share a meal and lift our voices in song!
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Membership Notes Diane Allen-Harkins dallenharkins@gmail.com
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
On Sunday April 5, 2015 the Open
Book Signing for new members at
UUFCC was very successful. Please
welcome new members: George and
Alice Clattenburg, Lorrie Douglas
and Jackie Williamson, Marion
Menna, Helen Sokalski, Laurie
Teisinger, Jonathan Fixler, Jennifer
Rose and Regina Renner.
The following new members signed
the book privately before the open
book on April 5 and were celebrated
as well: Jerry and Ginny Brink, Kay
Azar, Jim Shipley, Barbara Lubert
Shipley, and Bonnie Southwind.
All of these new members have already jumped in and become involved with numerous activities
here. It is great to have them with us. Please reach out and welcome them all to our community.
NEXT NEW to UU BREAKFAST
Have no fear, if you are new to UUFCC and are thinking about becoming a member, the membership
team is planning another "New To UU" Breakfast/orientation (or possibly a picnic brunch), on
Saturday July 11. Details will follow as plans are made so keep an eye on the weekly updates. The
Next Open Book Signing will take place Sunday July 26.
OTHER UUFCC MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Membership Task Force Organizational Coffee Klatch/ Breakfast
Membership is not a Committee, it's simply the job of every person here to help us live up to our
principals, especially that of welcoming and being inclusive to all...
In this light, Rev Amy Kindred and Diane Allen-Harkins invite all who are interested to join us for
breakfast at 8:30am on Saturday morning May 16, at Deana's Delectables (coffee shop): 122
Nesbit St, Punta Gorda, FL.33950.
We will talk about new ideas for membership, plan for upcoming changes and additions
to our membership task force as we continue to grow and need a number of people willing
to help with all of the important tasks which keep people feeling welcomed and comfortable
in our fellowship.
If you have interest in becoming a part of the Membership Task-Team, please contact Diane AllenHarkins or the office to R.S.V.P. for this informative breakfast. Hope to see many of you there.
In gratitude,
Diane Allen-Harkins, UUFCC Membership Coordinator
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CONTACT US - OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
8 am – 2 pm
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952

941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org
941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Tues. and, Thurs, afternoon.
It’s best to call for an appointment.
Chris McCoy, Office Assistant office@uufcc.org

Art on the Wall
Gina Battle will exhibit her wonderful paintings
from mid-May to mid-June. Her canvases are
colorful abstract images that use large brush
strokes to portray mood, movement and
emotion. Battle's studio is in the Artists' Atelier
in Punta Gorda and she has exhibited widely
throughout Florida. Watch for announcements
of her opening reception.

MaryHolly Allison, President@uufcc.org
Diane Allen-Harkins, Membership Coordinator,
dallenharkins@gmail.com
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor,
newsletter@uufcc.org
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair,
mcharry@earthlink.net

Donations to the Endowment
Fund
Thank you to all who recently made donations in
memory of beloved members.
In Honor of Sarah Dick
Patricia A. Jackson
Peg Stunkard

In Honor of Art Howard
Robert Hansman
Trudy Gerhardt
Kurt & Laura Flachs
Myrna Charry
Mary Wolff
Judy Standard
Richard Dick
MaryHolly Allison
James and Virginia Williams
Stephanie Garrett

Come hear the

Southwest
Florida Gay and
Lesbian Choir
In concert at UUFCC

May 31 at 4:00 pm
Tickets $15
See Annie Ross to purchase
tickets
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Climate Action Notes

Jack Harkins

I recently attended the Florida Interfaith Climate Conference just north of Orlando, and was inspired
by the main speaker Michael Dowd (check out his TED talk on "Reality Reconciles Science and
Religion"). I was also pleased to attend two workshops there: one on "Earth Recovery Groups", by
Gregory and Helen Wilson, and the other given by UU Michael Greenman (what a great name!) on
Move to Amend’s work to address the two most damaging aspects of our national life which rob us of
democracy itself. Their mantra is: "Corporations are not persons" and "Money is not speech.” I look to
use these inspirational topics in inspire our future CAT discussions and plans.
As we say good bye to the snow birds and wish them well, we look toward the warmer months here
in Charlotte County. The Climate Action Team will continue to meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
(May 19th and June 16th), when we discuss recent events and future plans. All are welcome - join us!
We also plan to continue with our vegetarian potlucks on the 4th Saturday of the month (May 23rd,
and June 27th). One idea we're discussing is to make reservations at a local restaurant asking them
to add meatless meals to their menu. What do you think?
I'm also going to be involved with the local chapter of CCL (Citizens Climate Lobby) which meets on
the 2nd Tuesday of each month.

Eco tips for May and June
As much as possible, keep your A/C at 78 or above, and use fans whenever possible,
Have a fun summer!

RACIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
Were you moved by Michelle Alexander's book, The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness? Then take the next step and
join congregational members in reading "Building a Movement to End the
New Jim Crow," by Daniel Hunter over the summer. This brief guidebook
to effective community action will have you on your feet and ready to
make a difference!
The Racial Justice Committee will begin fall 2015 by discussing Hunter's
ideas about the talents each of us can bring to building a movement that
will truly change our criminal justice system. Everyone is invited to join us!
Available on Amazon.com
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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THE NUTS AND BOLTS OF FLORIDA'S RULES AND REGULATIONS:
A POTLUCK DINNER CONVERSATION
A potluck will be held on May 28th at 5:45 pm to discuss and address questions,
concerns, experiences and solutions to the personal and practical issues facing
us in the later years of life. In order to remain proactive throughout our lives, we
must understand Florida's rules and regulations.
If you are interested in attending, please bring something to share for the potluck as
well as your questions. The topics we will be discussing about include:
* FINANCIAL ISSUES (wills, trusts, bank account titles, investment titles, joint property, avoiding
probate, other questions)
* ILLNESS ISSUES (insurance, travel insurance, stay married or not, other questions)
* HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME (paperwork, administration concerns, other questions)
* END OF LIFE ISSUES (How can I remain in control of my wishes? Are there different rules for
residents and snow-birds? other questions)
Paula Carney, who has expertise in these topics will be here to answer your questions. Do you know
anyone else who is a trusted professional who might be willing to join us and answer questions
pertaining to these topics? We would love to have your input on this!
Please join us and RSVP to Chris in the office at office@uufcc.org. Thank you!

Hey, Book Lovers!
Think about trying out our dynamic book group now that some of your activities may be going into “Off
Season” mode. It meets from 1:30 until 3:00 pm on the last Wednesday of each month. We discuss a
book chosen by the group with the first criteria being excellent narrative and writing style. But it is
amazing how often the books we choose relate closely to our UU principles. The books for May and
June are examples.
May’s book is "The Invention of Wings" by Sue Monk Kidd who also wrote “The Secret
Life of Bees. The story revolves around the evolving relationship of two women in the
South, one the slave of the other, beginning with their childhood in the first part of the 19 th
Century. It has clear implications for our current Racial Justice Committee concerns, and
is also an absorbing story.
The book for June is "In the Garden of the Beast" by Eric Larson which
describes the experience of the U.S. Ambassador to Germany and his family starting with
Hitler’s rise to power. It traces the family’s growing awareness of a nightmare scenario
developing in Germany which will lead to the pursuit of a Final Solution during the
Holocaust.
Please consider reading these two books in the next couple of months and joining us for stimulating
discussions. Contact: Mary Wolff - 629-0669 or hmwolff9@hotmail.com

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc
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WEEKLY EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS, may 6, 13, 20 (Mon. 25),
June 3, 10, 17 (Mon. 22) – Choir Practice 6:00 pm
Thursdays, may 7, 14, 21, 28, june 4, 11, 18, 25- Meditation 5:15 pm

May 3 Peace River Music Teachers
Association Recital 2:00 pm
5 eARTh Day Sponsor Debriefing
9:30 am
6 Art Committee 1:00 pm
Gulf Coast Acoustical Guitar Society
7:00 pm
8 Café Serendipity 7:00 pm
9 Pride Fest 2015 – 12:00 pm
10 Social Justice Committee 12:00 pm

May 24 This I Believe 12:00 pm
27 Book Group 1:30 pm
Healing Oasis 6:00 pm
31 Concert – SWFL Gay And Lesbian Choir
4:00 pm
June 9 NAMI Group 6:00 pm
10 Caring and Hospitality 10:00 am
Worship Associates 3:30 pm
12 Karaoke Night 5:30 pm
Café Serendipity 7:00 pm

11 Men’s Club Meeting
14 Social Justice 12:00 pm
12 NAMI Group 6:00 pm
16 Climate Action Team 5:30 pm
13 Caring and Hospitality 10:00 am
18 Peace River Audubon Society 6:00 pm
16 Membership Coffee Klatch 8:30 am
(see p. 5)
Art on the Wall Artist Reception 4:00
pm
17 Mystical Experiences Group 12:00
pm

21 Mystical Experiences Group 12:00 pm
24 Book Group 1:30 pm
Healing Oasis 6:00 pm
26 Peer Writing Group 1:00 pm

19 Climate Action Team 5:30 pm
21 Peace River Audubon Society 6:00
pm
22 Peer Writing Group 1:00 pm
28 Mystical Experiences Group 5:30 pm
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