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Kindred Spirit
EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County announces

Saturday Afternoon Services
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Let’s face it. Sometimes the Sunday morning newspaper
beckons us to stay home. Occasionally, the kayak peeks from
around the corner of the house and says, “ppsssttt…hey you,
remember me? Let’s take a ride this Sunday morning.” Or,
perhaps a friend or loved one says, “Awww, do we HAVE to go
to church THIS morning?”
We know how you love your mornings, especially here in the
sunny south. And, through findings in a recent survey, we also
found out that some folks in our community like to gather and
worship a little differently than we do for our traditionally
organized but untraditionally-themed Sunday mornings.
Therefore, we, the worship associates and I, have been
working very hard on a different format for a second service. The
new design for Saturday afternoon gatherings utilizes musings (readings), music and meditation. It’s
a little more energy-oriented with time for thought-filled reflections.
Like the Sunday services, there will also be a discussion
group that starts an hour before the service begins at 4:30
pm. We’ll have refreshments after the service and who
knows? Maybe you’ll find someone who wants to join you for
dinner or a movie afterward.
The second service will be held on the following Saturdays
through the end of March. Mark your calendar for these
dates: Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 / Feb. 7, 14, 21 and 28 / Mar.
7, 14, 21, 28.
We look forward to seeing you at services on Saturdays
and /or our regular Sunday services.
I hope 2015 brings you many occasions for joy.
Rev. Amy
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Message from MaryHolly
Board President
Happy New Year! It is an exciting year for us at UUFCC as we look
forward to envision what we want this Fellowship to be and how we can
make it so. We have much for which to be grateful and many exciting challenges which will require
the engagement of us all.
We welcome our new members who have recently joined our congregation. We want to get
acquainted and embrace them as they become involved and share their gifts. I personally look
forward to meeting each of you.
We have received the Stewardship "Next Steps" Report from Bill Clontz, our UUA consultant,
which is available on the website. You are invited to read it carefully and share your thoughts. We
know we must all share our time, talents and treasure and make our Fellowship all we want it to be. It
us up to each of us!
As we enter this new year, I am reminded of what I like to call our FOUR PILLARS-they guide
us as we think about our mission and ways to be engaged, to give and receive:
Feed the Soul -worship and spiritual experiences we want and need
Serve our members - living our principles within our community, in times of sickness and in
health
Walk the Talk - living our principles in the larger community
Promote Inclusion -being radically accepting of all who seek, recognizing the worth and dignity of
every human being.
We have had recent reminders of the importance of our beloved community. As members of
our congregation experience joys, we celebrate together. As we experience loss and and pain we
come together, supporting each other with love, time and attention. This is an important part of who
we are and why we exist.
IMPORTANT communication: the UUFCC website, UUFCC.org, continues to be an important
work in progress, and a way to share important messages and information with members, friends and
prospective members.
Please check the website out periodically, and watch for the following to appear:
UUFCC Bylaws revisions, FINAL draft 11/2014
SPACE Planning and next steps - all the good work from the Charrette with the UU Architect
11/2014
STEWARDSHIP " NEXT STEPS" report, 12/2014
These documents will help guide us as we dream, look at all options, carefully seek input to
make decisions and develop plans for how we move forward in the coming months and years. We
plan to have discussions regarding these documents scheduled in the near future. Watch for dates.
Of course, there are many fun and interesting activities happening each week, as presented
elsewhere in this newsletter. More details will be found in the Weekly Updates sent via email. We
hope to see you at many events.
May 2015 be filled with much joy and good health.
Yours in faith,
MaryHolly Allison
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JANUARY WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturdays

Sundays

This month marks the beginning of our Second
Services on Saturdays at 4:30 pm. They will be
preceded by Conversation Among Friends at
3:15 pm.

9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends
9:30 a.m. – Choir Practice
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship

Saturday, Jan. 3
It’s a New Day: Nina Simone
Rev. Amy Kindred, Minister
Jack Harkins, Worship Associate

Sunday, Jan. 4
It’s a New Day : Nina Simone
Rev. Amy Kindred, Minister
Sharon Whitehill, Worship Associate

Readings, Songs and Reflections on new
beginnings and how to harness power in times of
change.
Saturday, Jan. 10
TED Talks
Dennis Shaw, Lay leader
Ginger Abraham, Worship Associate

What keeps a person from experiencing joy?
We’ll explore lessons in letting go of the past in
order to embrace a new start at any age.
Sunday, Jan. 11
Community: Our Uncommon Commonality
Dave Martin, Lay leader
MaryHolly Allison, Worship Leader

Readings, Songs and Reflections on hot topics
related to building communities of love and
support.

Charlotte County has many religious
communities. What makes ours special and how
can it be better known and understood?

Saturday, Jan. 17
Annoying Habits of Very Loving People
Rev. Amy Kindred, Minister
Sue Burgess, Worship Associate

Sunday, Jan. 18
Annoying Habits of Very Loving People
Rev. Amy Kindred, Minister
Kay Azar, Worship Associate

Readings, Songs and Reflections on what keeps
folks from developing relationships of trust.
Sometimes we prevent our own happiness from
emerging.

Most people have good intentions. However,
subtle habits seem to build a barrier to
relationships of trust and good regard. Join us as
we explore ways to forge closer connections.

Saturday, Jan. 24
The Woman Who Outshone the Sun
Rev. Amy Kindred, Minister
Ginger Abraham, Worship Associate

Sunday, Jan. 25
The Woman Who Outshone the Sun
Rev. Amy Kindred, Minister
Annie Ross, Worship Associate

Readings, Songs and Reflections on an old,
beloved nature-oriented myth. We’ll host an
Elements Ingathering of our own this evening.
What from nature will you bring to the table?
What will you take home with you at the end of
the evening?

We’ll share a story and celebrate our annual
Elements Ingathering. Bring a vial of water, a twig
a rock or shell –something from nature that
symbolizes what you love about the natural
world.

Saturday, Jan. 31 No worship service on fifth Saturday
Climate Action Team will sponsor a showing of the movie Cowspiracy at 4:30 pm.
Enjoy a vegetarian meal with others after the service in the fellowship hall.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc

January 2015

Membership Highlights

PAGE 4

Diane Allen-Harkins

On Saturday morning, December 6, 27 newcomers joined Rev. Amy and the membership team for a
welcoming breakfast/orientation. Thanks so much to Jack Osborne for representing the Board. Also
many thanks to the numerous members and friends who helped make the breakfast a success by
bringing food to share: Maryann Reynoso, Debbie Conrad, Cheryl Lee, Trudy Gerhardt, Gudrun
Matthaus, Rev. Amy and more. A special thank you to Barbara Titley for help with setting up and
cleaning up as well as bringing muffins. Gudrun Matthaus and Jack Harkins helped immensely,
welcoming everyone and entertaining the children who
accompanied their parents. The breakfast was a rousing
success.
On Sunday
December 14, we
opened the
membership book for
signing to
newcomers wishing
to join UUFCC.
Those who signed
include: Kathy and Mike
Wesson, Mike Schiller, Stephanie Callen, Nola Westbrook, Valerie
Gray, Joanie Mountain, Robin McMillan, and Anthony Black.
Doug Kennedy and Marylou Proudfoot Kennedy were unable to
attend but signed the book previously on December 7. Jerry and
Ginny Brink were ill but plan to sign the book soon. We also
acknowledged Jani Johnson and Christina Joy who had signed
previously in private. When you see these folks please show
them your warm appreciation, and help them continue to feel
welcome.
Please contact me with any membership questions or concerns.
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MANAGING OUR GROWTH
PLANNING

Bob Taylor

It is increasingly clear that we need more space to better serve our congregation and fulfill our
mission. But what do we need? What are our options? What can we afford? And how do we proceed?
In November and December we took two giant steps to help answer these questions.
The Space Planning Charrette, held in mid-November, was a big success. Over fifty people offered
exciting ideas on how we might solve our need for more space. With the guidance of church architect
Stephan McCullar, we solicited input in several key areas: Sanctuary, Social Hall and Kitchen, RE
and Offices, Grounds, Arts and Music, and Audio/Visual/Technology. We also began preliminary
discussions on Finances.
And in mid-December we held the Next Steps Weekend. With the assistance of Bill Clontz, a UUA
Stewardship Consultant, we had in-depth discussions on how to further strengthen our already
thriving congregation, including how to explore our options for more space and study how we can
finance such a venture.
You can review the full reports from both weekends on our UUFCC Website. Just press the button
titled: Managing Our Growth Planning.
In the weeks ahead, we will sort through a rich array of ideas to identify our priorities, to determine
what we can afford, and to explore our options for turning our dreams into reality. Please feel free to
offer your own ideas and comments by sending an email to office@uufcc.org
Stay tuned.

Calling all BOOK LOVERS
We have a book club for you! It meets on the last Wednesday of the month
from 1:30pm to 3pm.
The last book we read was Arab Voices Speak to American Hearts by Samar
Dahmash-Jarrah. It contains interviews of twelve Arabs from Egypt, Jordan
and Kuwait. Their forthright answers to questions posed by Americans are
provocative and illuminating. We could not help but wonder what has
happened to these people since they were interviewed, especially those in
Egypt.
Books for future meetings are:
January - Peony in Love by Lisa See
February - All Quiet on the Western Front by Eric Maria Remarque
March - Guns of August by Barbara Tuchman
Contact: Mary Wolff - 629-0669 or hmwolff9@hotmail.com

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc

January 2015

PAGE 6

Standing on the Side of Love…Artfully
The Art Committee asks all UUFCC members and friends to submit
artwork using the theme "Standing on the Side of Love." This work will
be exhibited during the month of February and the congregation will
vote on which piece best depicts the theme. Love of women, men,
children, people of all colors and faiths, gay, straight, bi-sexual,
transgender folks. Love of animals, the planet, the environment, love of
farmers, workers, immigrants (both documented and un-documented)
are some suggested themes for artwork. For more information, speak
with Sue Taylor or any art committee member.

Social Justice Committee

Ted Zawistowski, SJC chair

Second Helpings have been collected monthly for many years and the funds gathered distributed to
local, regional and national recipients considered to be needing our support. The decisions as to
which charities or worthy groups to aid have been made by the members of our Social Justice
Committee during our monthly meetings. At times, some other person in our fellowship suggests to
us another potential candidate for support. Apparently most of those who contribute to the Second
Helpings are satisfied with our choices because we receive no complaints and the amounts collected
are quite regular month after month.
The UUA consultant who reviewed our activities mentioned that in some congregations half of the
regular Sunday offerings are designated for charitable activities and other “second helpings” are not
collected. Their equivalent of our Social Justice Committee decides where the funds should go. He
said that the Sunday offerings increased dramatically. However that might be, that is a big decision
that the congregation as a whole would have to make after considerable deliberation.
A smaller and easier decision is to ask our supporters to suggest other worthy causes that we may
not have been thinking about. If you have a good idea and can state a justification for its support,
contact the chairperson, any member of the SJC, or turn in a note. You can also come to our regular
meeting on the second Sunday of every month and present your idea. Your input is welcome.
Ted Zawistowski, SJC chair

Peace Initiative Speakers Series
Each year, the Social Justice Committee sponsors our Peace Initiative
Speakers Series. This year, inaugural address by James Abraham will be
delivered on Sunday, January 18, during the Martin Luther King Jr.
holiday weekend. On Sunday, February 1, Hasan Hammami will be the
featured speaker. On Sunday, March 1, it will be Samar Jarrah. Each
address is scheduled for about an hour, including a question-and-answer
period, starting at approximately 1 pm. Watch for more details in the
Update.
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Concerts at UUFCC
Dan Duggan and Peggy Lynn
Saturday, January 3, 2015 at 7:30 pm
This duo combines original and traditional songs with masterful
harmonies and inventive arrangements and offers an excitement and
chemistry rarely seen in traditional music circles. Peggy Lynn, often
called "The Voice of the Mountains," is noted for her soulful songwriting
and extraordinary vocal versatility. Her work has been featured at the
famous Bluebird Café in Nashville; in 1996 she was named "Adirondack
Woman of the Year."
Dan Duggan is known for his wizardry on the hammered dulcimer and
for flat picking the guitar. He received the National Hammered
Dulcimer Championship award several years ago. His albums include:
"Once in a Blue Moon,” “Ten Miles to Saturday Night,” “Keeping Christmas,” and “A Stitch in Time:
Songs Celebrating the Art and Heritage of Quilting.” Dan’s children’s album, “Pieces of Our Life,”
earned a Parent’s Choice Award in 1998. His dulcimer work accompanies Paul Simon on the CD
"You’re The One."
Tickets are $12 and are available at the door.

Atwater & Donnelly
Saturday, January 24, 2015 at 7:30 P.M.
The highly-acclaimed husband-wife duo, Aubrey Atwater and Elwood
Donnelly, present delightful programs of traditional American and Celtic
folk songs, acapella pieces, old-time gospel songs, dance tunes, and
original works. Elwood and Aubrey blend gorgeous and unusual
harmonies and play guitar, Appalachian mountain dulcimer, mandolin,
tin whistle, harmonica, banjo, bones, spoons, limberjacks, and other
surprises including Appalachian clog dancing, French Canadian
footwork, and Tap.Their performance is appealing to all ages, and with
humor, audience participation, and a relaxed stage presence, Aubrey
and Elwood explain song origins to create a deeper understanding of
the music and its cultural history.
Atwater and Donnelly have performed and researched traditional folk
music and dance in Appalachia, the Ozarks, New England, and other
key places in the United States, as well as Ireland, England and Prince Edward Island. They have
performed with or shared festival billing with folk legends Jean Ritchie, Pete Seeger, and Doc
Watson. Tickets will be sold at the door that evening. Tickets are $12 each.
Contact Jack Osborne at 941-505-9618 for more details.
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Climate Action Team
As we enter 2015, the two main goals of the Climate Action Team are
1) Helping the fellowship recycle as much as possible. We have added the
"yucky bucket" for any compostable food scraps, to go along with the recycle
bag, for clean and dry plastics , glass, paper cardboard or cans. We've also
added signs to help clarify what goes where. Please feel free to ask Jack Harkins or Gudrun
Matthaus any clarifying questions.
2) Providing opportunities for meatless meals. Since it is better for the environment if we all eat less
meat, we're offering a monthly chance to have a fun fellowship potluck (and friends are invited, as
well!). The schedule for the next 3 meatless meals is as follows:
New Year's Day, Thursday Jan. 1, 2015, @ 4:00pm preceded by the matinee documentary
"Forks over Knives" @ 2:00pm; (to see the trailer go to youtube)
Saturday Jan 31st @ 6:00pm, preceded by the movie, "Cowspiracy" at 4:30pm (no 2nd
service that day!), (the trailer is also on YouTube)
February 21st around 6:00pm, preceded by the 2nd service, which on that day will be a
performance of the play: "Mother Earth vs. World's People" @ 4:30pm..
Looking forward to delicious food for the body and the soul, as well!

Eco-tips of the Month - Transportation
Did you know that 10 seconds of idling uses more fuel than turning your car on and
off? So turn your engine off when you are sitting for more than 10 seconds, especially
near children or in urban areas.
Also did you know that the US is responsible for 45% of the world's total global
warming from vehicles? So when it comes time to purchase a new vehicle try to get
one that gets at least 35 miles/gal or better!

The Unitarian Universalist Endowment of Charlotte County(UUECC) is the primary Memorial
Fund at our Fellowship, UUFCC. We are grateful that at times of loss, loved ones can be
remembered and honored by a contribution in their name to the Endowment Fund.
That gift is one that lasts to promote the principles of Unitarian Universalism.
We acknowledge the gifts given in memory of our beloved member Stephen Lee by: MaryHolly
Allison, Robert Hansman, and Dave and Florence Martin. Other gifts this month were from
Carolyn Kvam and a donation from George and Dorothy Urch in memory of Sarah Dick.
We may also honor the living: an example: Laura Ann Wernick, wife of Robert's son, Dr. John
Hansman shares a gift honoring Robert Hansman.
As a way to promote Unitarian Universalism, the Fellowship benefits from financial gifts from the
Endowment. The recent experience with the UUA consultant, Bill Clontz, on Stewardship, which
was so valuable and will provide much guidance to the congregation as we move forward, was
financed by the Endowment Fund. We are fortunate to have such a valuable resource.
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This I Believe – January 25 at noon in the Sanctuary
Creationism by design or Evolution?
E. O. Wilson, the Harvard social biologist, states the following in his new
book, The Meaning of Human Existence.
Before Darwin the theory of creation was that of a higher being designing all
that exists and causing all that changes in what exists (creation by design.)
48% of Americans still are here.
After Darwin, the theory of evolution by random chance, (natural selection),
became prevalent. As a consequence scientific theory took cultural
precedence over the humanities.
In 2003 the human genome was elucidated. Subsequently, any animal,
plant, bacteria or virus can have its DNA mapped quickly and for
comparatively little money.
Wilson predicts that all human disease caused by mutation or genetic
inheritance will be sorted out and treatable within a decade or two.
What’s more astounding is that humans now have the ability to gene splice
and control the future of any genome including that of the humans (creation
by design.) This means that any animal, crop, native plant, bacteria and
virus can be approached and adapted genetically.
What’s most important is that this presents a real dilemma to humankind. The decision making
responsibility is monumental. The ability to use and misuse this tool becomes an onerous burden.
Now science is relegated again to the status of the tool and the real power is relegated to the
human/ethical/societal decision making. (Is this so different from the decision to use nuclear
weapons of mass destruction?) As my mother would say, “Be careful what you ask for.”

CONTACT US - OFFICE HOURS – Monday through Thursday, 9 am – 1 pm
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org 941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Tuesdays, Thursdays 9:00am-Noon
Chris McCoy, Office Assistant office@uufcc.org
MaryHolly Allison, President@uufcc.org
Diane Allen-Harkins, Membership Coordinator, dallenharkins@gmail.com
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@uufcc.org
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair, mcharry@earthlink.net
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The Godfather of all Auctions
We’ll make you an offer you can’t refuse. Come to the Service Auction,
Friday, January 30, 2015. There you will find fun you wouldn’t believe. This
will be the “The Godfather of All Auctions.” And food like you wouldn’t
believe – both to eat the night of and to bid for throughout the year. Start
thinking about what kinds of events or services you would like to offer or on
which to bid. There are sample auction books at the Fellowship to give you ideas. Go in with a friend
or make a new friend by sharing in the preparation for a special dinner event. Donation sheets are
available and need to be turned in by January 15.
It’s all good. No horse’s heads here! Please see Kay Azar or Herb Levin for more information.

Mark Your Calendars – Black History Month
Honoring the month of February as Black History month, the Blanchard House Museum of Charlotte
County and the Mid-County Regional Library present the Black History Film Series. The Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County and the Blanchard House Museum will provide a biracial team that facilitates discussion after the screening of each film. Seating is on a first-come, firstserved basis. Free films start at 5:30 pm at the Mid-County Regional Library at 2050 Forrest Nelson
Blvd (corner of Forrest Nelson and Tamiami Trail) just up the street from UUFCC.
Monday, February 2 – The Hurricane
This is the true story of Rubin “Hurricane” Carter, a championship boxer who is
wrongfully convicted of murder. A group of Canadian Citizens fight for Carter’s
innocence. Film stars Denzel Washington in the title role.
Monday, February 9 – Do the Right Thing
A hot summer day in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn,
temperatures and tempers intertwine with bigotry – exploding into
neighborhood violence. Written and directed by Spike Lee.
Monday, February 23 – The House I Live In
This documentary offers a searing look inside America’s criminal justice
system, revealing a deeply flawed system that targets the poor and minority
communities.

Monday, March 2 – Incarceration Nation
A documentary, shown on Bill Moyers & Company, that examines
how the War on Drugs and tough sentencing policies have greatly
increased the United States prison population.
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Events at UUFCC
WEEKLY EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS –january 7, 14, 21, 28- Tough Times Support Group 5:00 pm
Thursdays –January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – Meditation 5:15 pm
Jan. 1

Climate Action Movie
“Forks Over Knives 2:00 pm

3

Jan. 16

DEAD “C” Dinner 5:00 pm – Drink, Eat
And Design your own Celebration of
Life Service

Meatless Meal sponsored by CAT
4:00 pm

18

Peace Initiative Speaker Series –
James Abraham - 12:00 pm

Dan Duggan and Peggy Lynn Concert
7:30 pm

20

Local UU Ministers Gathering 10:30 am

7

Gulf Coast Acoustical Guitar Society
7:00 pm

9

Karaoke Night 5:00 pm

UUFCC Board Meeting 2:30 pm
Climate Action Team 5:30 pm
Sierra Club 7:00 pm

Café Serendipity 7:00 pm
11

21

Healing Oasis 6:00 pm

Social Justice Committee 12:00 pm
24

Atwater and Donnelly Concert 7:30 pm

JFK Symposium – 51 Years Ago
2:00 pm

27

Readers’ Theater 10:30 am

13

NAMI Group Meeting* 7:00 pm

28

Book Group 1:30 pm

14

Caring and Hospitality Committee
10:00 am

30

UUFCC Auction/Dinner 2:00 pm

31

Climate Action Team movie –
Cowspiracy followed by a meatless
meal potluck

15

Peace River Audubon Society 6:00 pm

* The National Alliance of the Mentally Ill - Simultaneous meetings of those who define themselves as
having a mental illness and those who are interested family and friends will be held for education,
support and advocacy. All are welcome!

Community Event of Interest A community meeting to discuss Charlotte County
Schools is being called by the Bernice A. Russell Community Development Corporation (overseer of
The Blanchard House) to be held on Sat. Jan. 3, 3 PM at the Andrews Building in Punta Gorda, 329
E. Marion, Unit 114. It is the goal of this meeting to develop a parent led force that will look at student
achievement, discrepancies in achievement, and possible solutions. For more information, Myrna
Charry, 941-764-5859.
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