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Kindred Spirit
The headline read,

“CBS Anchor Gayle King Wears Dress Backwards on
Morning Show.”
I have always loved Gayle King. From the early days when Oprah Winfrey
introduced her as a best friend, I wanted Gayle to be my best friend. She is
bright, articulate, and humble. She has a fantastic sense of humor.
When news broke that Gayle wore her dress backwards on camera and I saw her laugh at her
mistake, I thought the woman couldn’t be any more endearing. She is human and makes mistakes
after all.
Personally speaking, I don’t like to make mistakes. And yet, I make them constantly. Despite my best
efforts to be perfect, life has a way of letting me know that this is a goal I will never achieve. Since I
have accepted that I will make mistakes, I guess the best outcome is that I learn from them. Although
I have made many blunders, here are a few that readily come to mind:
When I was an art teacher, I once wore my dress inside out at an evening exhibit of art created by my
students. When I got ready for bed that night, I realized the mistake I’d made. The next day, I asked
my principal why he didn’t tell me I had my dress on inside out. He said “I thought it was an art thing like you were making a statement.” I wish I’d thought of that. I mean, how avant-garde?
My work as a minister requires that I do a good deal of writing to prepare for Sunday morning
sermons. I don’t fret about speaking from the pulpit but I lose sleep worrying about getting the facts
wrong when I make a claim. For example, I used the wrong pronoun for the poet Joyce Kilmer, author
of “I think that I shall never see, a poem lovely as a tree.” He probably rolled over in his grave when I
proclaimed from the pulpit, “She was a lovely poet.” Argh…
Our dear member Sarah Dick passed away and I announced via email to the congregation that “Sara”
(Note the missing “h”) had died. Double dip big mistake kind of “Argh” moment…
Several years I ago, I missed an appointment with one woman…on two subsequent occasions. You
have to understand this—I am a stickler for keeping my word. I pride myself on being accountable.
Imagine how horrified I was when I realized that I’d made the same mistake twice. Fortunately, grace
and acceptance is present in the world. When we finally met for lunch, the woman gave me a great
gift. She said, “I know how you must be feeling. I make mistakes too.” I’m not worthy of her kindness.
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Although I don’t like to rate mistakes on a scale of one-worse-than-another, there are some that are
very difficult to reconcile or even forgive. Consider recent events in Ferguson, Missouri. Michael
Brown’s mother, Lesley McSpadden made a public request of the officer that shot and killed her
young unarmed son. She said “Just man up and admit you made a mistake.” When it comes to
making a mistake resulting in an awful consequence such as death, acting like the fault was with the
victim or pretending that one is above making mistakes makes matters worse. In the midst of her
anger and grief, McSpadden’s first response was to ask the officer to admit to making a mistake.
Perhaps countless wounds inflicted by humanity would begin to heal ever so slightly if people would
admit to making mistakes. I know. That’s hard to do. I hate making mistakes too. It means I’m an
imperfect person living in an imperfect world. “Sigh” of resignation….
May our ability to admit our mistakes—regardless of how simple or complex they may be—help us to
create a world of more love, justice and compassion.
Meditation
Thursdays
5:15 - 5:45 pm
The hustle and bustle of everyday life
gets the best of all of us from time to
time. Learning to sit in silence helps.
After seated meditation, we offer folks
a time for walking meditation. Join us.
It's all about practice...the practice of
calming the mind.

Report from Membership

Diane Allen-Harkins

On Saturday September 14, Rev Amy and the UUFCC
Membership Committee held a "New to UU" welcome
breakfast and newcomer orientation. 4 newcomers and
about 12 long-time members attended. All were happy to
learn about UU history, share a great breakfast and get to
know one another better. On completion of this orientation,
we opened the book for signing to new members on Sunday
September 21, and celebrated as Barbara Titley signed the
book as a new member, and Herb Levin re-joined UUFCC.
We have been enjoying so many new visitors every Sunday
that we are scheduling another "New To UU" orientation
tentatively for Saturday December 6, with the book open for
signing on Sunday December 14. (Dates may change
depending on interest shown by newcomers.)
If you have been visiting UUFCC and are considering joining, please talk to Rev. Amy or Diane AllenHarkins on any Sunday so we may make our plans. Call the office @:941-627-4303, Or
email: dallenharkins@gmail.com
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Message from MaryHolly
Board President
CHANGE, CHANGE, CHANGE!
Most of us do not like change, at least not too much anyway. We enjoy our
routines, familiar places and activities, being with people we know and like and
who like us. Change can be an adventure ...but it can also be stressful.
Breathe, breathe, breathe. There are many positive things happening in our
beloved community and on November 2 we will have a wonderful celebration
as we install our new settled minister, Rev. Amy.
As we look for ways to welcome new people into our faith community, and to manage our needs for
space, and the changes we may face, let's remember to be gentle and kind with each other, to listen
to each other and know that we all care about our UU community. We all want to make decisions that
will allow us to fulfill our mission, be radically inclusive and be fiscally responsible. It is a process and
will take time and patience to make careful decisions and plans. We value your involvement and
input.
A few highlights of things you may want to know:
1. We recognize our need for growth to be a vibrant, healthy congregation and to share our faith.
There are many folks looking for what we have to offer. This will require better coordination of our
current space (please use Request Forms available by office). particularly as the snowbirds return. If
we acquire a new church home that we can afford, we will still need to have some short term
solutions on our current property. ALL options for identifying more space will take careful planning
and FUNDING.
2. ALL MEMBERS: Congregational VOTE, Sunday October 5th, on the Proposal to make an offer to
Peace Lutheran Church (see email from UUFCC Office last week.) Those members needing to vote
by proxy may send an email to Chris McCoy at office1@yahoo.com by OCTOBER 2.
3. It is important to find ways to maintain (and improve) our building and property as well as to
coordinate our use of space. Whether we go or stay, in the short or long run, we must keep things
well maintained and functioning. Many things are underway and making a positive difference! There
may be a job for you.
4. DEADLINE EXTENDED: We still want your input regarding worship experiences and our Second
Service options. We are making plans to offer additional worship experiences to meet the various
interests and needs and to accommodate the many folks. PLEASE return your survey to the church
office by OCTOBER 2. The Worship Associates are eager to include your input and ideas.
Again, please remember while dealing with the many opportunities and decisions we face, we are a
gentle loving people- a spiritual community of faith. May it be so.
Yours in faith,
MaryHolly
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Buzz from the Board

Carol Powell, Board Secretary

We held our Board Meeting on September 25th and I would like to share the
following information.
Motion was made and approved to create a patio at front entrance using
pavers. Steve Lee and Dennis Shaw will do the work. The pavers cost is
approximately $260 -$300.
Motion was made and approved to paint the Sanctuary and order a large
coffee pot.
SAVE THE DATES
December 12, 13, 14
Workshop for Congregation
Motion was made and approved to hire Bill Clontz, UUA Leadership Network Consultant. He is an
expert in helping Congregations decide what the First Step in Stewardship should be. He will review
all of our financials, and total information in general and recommend to us what would be best for us
to do from here on forward. He will work in small groups as well as a larger one at various times of
the workshop. Save these dates to attend.

Book Group

Joyce Gendzwill

If you love books, we love you. If you like talking about the books we read,
even better; we want you in our book group. We read different kinds of books:
male authors, female authors, fiction and non-fiction, books set in different times or places, true
adventure, books that show us a different kind of life, famous (or infamous) books, books that are
plays, best sellers, a smattering of different well-known authors new or old.
Our most recent book was “Go Down, Moses” by William Faulkner. It is set in the South after the
Civil War and in the early 1900s. It shows the strong feelings the men have for the land that was
handed down through generations. They also felt deeply about their families and honored the ways
and words of their fathers and grandfathers. Less important was the heritage from mothers, the
“distaff” side. It was very important whose blood ran in their veins, and often the blood was mixed white, black, and Indian.
Hunting game was the high point of the year – going to a hunting camp deep in the wilderness and
proving their manhood by the game they killed. A constant concern for them was the encroaching
eastern civilization that was destroying the wilderness they loved. The story also dealt with life and
dying and powerlessness.
For the October 29 meeting, our book is "To Know a Woman" by Amos Oz.
For November and December our book is "Arab Voices Speak to American Hearts" by Samar
Dahmash-Jarrah. This meeting will be held in mid-December, the date to be announced.
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Art on the Wall
Mary Ann Carroll, the only woman among the
"Highwaymen" painters, will exhibit her work on
our gallery wall from October 18 to December 5.
The "Highwaymen" were African American
artists who, in the 1950s and 60s, painted the
Florida landscape -- palm trees at sunrise,
beach scenes, and glades. Barred from
commercial galleries and mostly self-taught, they
sold their art in hotels, offices, and restaurants
where they were not allowed to drink, eat, or
even sit. Many of the artists worked in citrus
groves or packing plants and saw art as their
way out. They were called "Highwaymen"
because they sold their work out of the trunks of
their cars along the Sunshine State highways
Mary Ann Carroll began painting in 1957 after meeting Harold Newton, the original Highwayman;
under his influence she began creating and selling her own landscapes. She never stopped painting - for years she owned her own gallery, a facility where she painted in the rear and families played
pool and game machines in the front. After years of little notice, she was invited to the White House in
2011where she presented her iconic "Poinciana" to First Lady Michele Obama.
In addition, Kathy Wood, noted mixed-media artist with a BFA
from Kent State University, will exhibit her wonderful work in the
gallery showcases. Wood's pieces, all one of a kind, represent her
deepest self. She says that her art is a conduit to self-expression,
relaxation and meditation. Wood's current studio is at the Artisan's
Atelier in downtown Punta Gorda.
Everyone is invited to a free opening reception on Saturday, October 18th 3:00-6:00 pm and a closing
reception on Friday, December 5th, 3:00-5:00 pm. All work is for sale. Carroll's original oil paintings,
giclee prints and cards will be available, as well as a newly published book about Mary Ann Carroll
that she will sign.

Thank you to the following people who made contributions to the
UU Endowment fund in September
Arthur and Karen Sherwood - In memory of Sarah Dick
Rosemary Hagen - for Community Radio
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Jack Harkins

The Climate Action Team wants to thank all those who were able to join us on September 21 for our
People's Climate March of SW Florida, as we supported the effort of 400,000 marching in New York
City calling on international leaders to get serious about actions to mitigate Climate Change.
In addition to 12 of us from UUFCC, we were joined by 5 from Audubon Society, 4 from All Faiths UC
of Fort Myers, and one man (David) from St Petersburg. Thanks also to Tom Deuley for taking
photos.
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SUNDAYS
9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship,
Potluck lunch on the first Sunday

WORSHIP SERVICES
October 5 Edge of Chaos - Guest Minister: Rev. Jennifer Dant
The Rev. Jennifer Dant, a former Religious Education Director and newly ordained
Unitarian Universalist minister, will deliver the sermon this morning. Recent events both at home and
around the world have created anxiety and fear. If we are to thrive at the edge of chaos, it is done
through the responsible search for truth and meaning.
October 12 What NOT to Say at a Time of Loss Rev. Amy Kindred
When a friend of a loved one passes away, some folks seem to know how to respond to those who
are grieving. With good intentions, other people try to help but the words just make things worse.
October 19 The Thin Veil: Thoughts on Death in World Cultures Rev. Amy Kindred
From early Egyptians to modern times, we humans have a fascination with how to honor the dead.
One tradition teaches that a deceased person should be buried in the ground by sunset. Another
sends the body floating on a river. In the weeks leading to Halloween, it seems fitting to explore the
thin veil between life and death.
October 26 Let's Bury the 7 Deadly Sins Rev. Amy Kindred
Unbecoming behavior. That's what our parents might have called this list of seven:
wrath, greed, sloth, pride, lust, envy and gluttony. It's perfect material for poets and preachers.

Check out the new banner in the sanctuary!
Many thanks to our talented seamstress, Cheryl
Lee, who created the new banner for the
sanctuary. It's colorful, lovely, and the perfect
addition to our place of worship and fellowship.
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UUFCC Events
WEEKLY EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS – October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 - Tough Times Support Group 5:00 pm
Thursdays – October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 – Meditation 5:15 pm,
Tibetan Buddhism Study Group

October 4 – Birthday Celebration 4 pm
7 – Worship Committee 4 pm
10 – Karaoke Night 5 pm, Café Serendipity 7 pm
12 – Give ‘Em Hell Harry 3 pm
14 – Climate Action Team 5:30 pm
18 – Art on the Wall Committee 3 pm
19 – Mystical Experience Group noon
21 – Board Meeting 4 pm
22 – Healing Oasis 6 pm

Tickets ($20) are still available for
“Give ‘Em Hell Harry”, a two act play
depicting the life and times of Harry
S. Truman. This is a fundraiser for
UUFCC. Please come out and show
your support!

25 – Meatless Meal sponsored by Climate Action Team
29 – Book Group 1:30 pm

Volunteers Needed – October 6 and 20
The Harry Chapin Food Bank truck comes to Punta Gorda
twice a month to distribute food to people in need in
Charlottes County. The truck parks at 211 W. Charlotte
Ave. Volunteers are needed to help set up, distribute food
and help people carry food to their vehicles. If you are
interested and able to help, please touch base with either
MaryHolly or Chris McCoy in the office to sign up.
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