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Kindred Spirit
Peter Dunne, a humorist, coined the phrase
"Comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable."
He was talking about newspapers. Most of us in the ministry profession
use this phrase as a motto. Our role is to heal bruised hearts and offer
hope. And, we are called to speak up when injustice is present. In
other words, people living comfortable, isolated lives need to know
that others are suffering and need help.
I am firmly committed to the idea that ALL Unitarian Universalists, not
just clergy, are called to care for one another and to make their voices
heard when society is not providing justice when it is necessary.
Whether abuse from wrongful immigration policies or heart-sickening
acts of blatant racism, we are people of faith from a long line of folks
who have fought the machine of complacency. Countless individuals,
even little known folks, including Francis Harper and Homer Alexander
Jack, spoke up to make a difference.
Now it’s your turn. What will you do to make the world a better place? Stand with me, won’t you?

Meditation Every Thursday 5-5:45 PM
Don't let life's ups and downs knock you off balance. Meditation allows the
body, breath, and mind to find equilibrium. All are invited.

Study Group on Tibetan (Mahayana) Buddhism after Meditation
Every Thursday Starting September 18 through November 6
6:00 – 6:45 PM
Unitarian Universalism partnered with Buddhist approaches to daily living offers support
for the development of both inner peace and the creation of more peace in the world.
Join us for a lively discussion after meditation. Bring The Dalai Lama-The Buddha
Nature: Death and Eternal Soul in Buddhism to class. (Order it online at Amazon or
through Copperfish Bookstore in Punta Gorda) Email minister@uufcc.org to sign up or
call the office 941-627-4303 and tell Chris you will be attending.
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Message from MaryHolly

Board President

It continues to be exciting at UUFCC! Our summer months have been active and
busy on Sundays and during the week- in our building and in the community. We
continue to welcome visitors and new folks on Sunday mornings - service
attendance has often been over 80. We know when the snowbirds return, we WILL
be full - inside our building and in the parking lot.
In response, the Board, along with the Long Range Planning Team, has put in place
a plan (which was shared in June) to work on improving our building and property. Goals include:
adding parking spaces in the back lot, adding more lighting for night time activities, resolving drainage
issues out front, tree trimming, and repaving the driveway at the entrance. Plans are in process and
will continue as planned.
Since indoor space, as well as parking, is an issue, an important component for managing growth is
to plan for a second service (our limit is 135).
We will distribute a worship survey for your input the first week in September sent out by email and
available in the back of the sanctuary. We want your input and ideas. Please respond to this
survey by mid September.
An additional component to our Plan was to continue long range planning, and to work together to
think and dream about the future: whether to build on our existing site or to acquire another property.
Both would take a Capital Building Fund and careful planning.
An unexpected opportunity was presented to us by a realtor. Last week, the Board and members of
the Stewardship Team visited Peace Lutheran Church. The decision to visit came about mainly
because this property recently became available for sale; it has many things we have identified in our
long range vision for future space needs. Additionally, that church is in a financial position of needing
to make a change very soon. We felt it was important to at least take a look - at the facility and the
finances.
We are in exploring mode. I know it can be exciting to imagine new, spacious and engaging space.
On the other hand, we must be thoughtful in our deliberations regarding financial responsibilities and
what our Fellowship may need and can support at this time.
An informational meeting to share what we learned - the many pros and cons - and the financial
implications- was held following the service on Sunday, August 31, 2014. The plan is for the Board,
the Stewardship Team & the Long Range Planning Team to look at all the issues and develop a way
forward...whether we stay and keep our vision moving forward or whether we consider moving to
another space.
Regardless of what is decided, you will be involved in the process. It is important we listen to and
respect each other's point of view. I feel confident we will continue to be a healthy, thriving
congregation...and living our UU principles and covenant will help us listen and hear one
another...and make UUFCC all that we can and want to be.
Yours in faith,
MaryHolly
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Board Secretary, Carol Powell

Calling all volunteers! We need people to participate in Rev.
Amy's Installation on November 2. Many have already signed
up and we thank them for it, but we would like to include the
snowbirds who may be back in time for celebration, to also sign
up.
See the following areas in which we need additional help.
Assistance putting up round tables before and after the
ceremony. (The reception is going to be in the Sanctuary
after the ceremony).
Several creative people to set up dessert display in
Fellowship Hall.
A team to put tablecloths on tables after they are set up.
A team to put on centerpieces.
Parking attendants to direct cars.
Four people to set up pop-up tent that will be used for
beverages outside the front door.
All around helpers as needed.
If the snow birds would like to volunteer for any of the above please send your name and area of
interest to Carol Powell at cpnewestaddress@gmail.com.

Reports from UU General Assembly 2014
Jack Harkins
I was very grateful for the opportunity to go to General Assembly this past June in Providence, RI. As
a UU for the past 8 years, this was my first chance to attend. For me, it was like a spiritual
pilgrimage. While it was costly (even after UUFCC's generous help), I viewed it as the trip of a
lifetime! I would encourage other committed UUs to go when an opportunity presents itself. Next year
it'll be in Portland Oregon.
I guess the main significance for me was that feeling a real connection with my fellow UUs from
across the country. The energy from that many UUs in the same place for 5 days was awesome! I am
(we are) part of something which is so much bigger than I've ever experienced, and it was both
humbling and energizing at the same time.
I attended several large sessions in the “Dunkin Donuts” Arena including the welcoming event and
Banner parade and one in which we voted for one of 5 possible congregational study issues. All of
them were worthy, although my favorite (Gun Violence: a Public Health Issue) lost to the eventual
winner (Escalating Inequality). The Friday night Service of the Living Tradition, which honored our
religious leaders, old and new, included a powerful but painful sermon (for me), by our UU US Army
Reserve chaplain, Rev Rebekah Montgomery. Saturday brought 4 more group sessions: 1) the
debate and vote over the Business Resolution about UU divestment from fossil fuels, which passed
overwhelmingly, and for which I stood in the "PRO" line waiting to speak; 2) the wonderful Ware
Lecture , this year delivered by Sister Simone Campbell ("be prepared to walk 'toward' trouble", she
told us) of Nuns on the Bus fame; 3) and 4) the powerful worship and witness service (led by
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Sanctuary Boston young adults), followed by the Witness at Waterfire when we processed/marched
the 1/2 mile from the "DunK", to Providence's Water Park, for a
stirring music and fire fest to share with the city. On Sunday, we
attended the Sunday morning service that some of you
watched, and were inspired by Rev Mark Stinger's sermon
challenging UU's to be the "religion which, like sunshine, goes
everywhere.”
There were also numerous workshops throughout the week,
about 50 of which I wanted to attend. Unfortunately, I could only
be in one place at a time, and we had to pace ourselves. Some
of the workshops I attended were:" Aging: Creating a Culture of
Care," wonderfully presented by Rev. Esther Hulbert; "Just Good Food," presented by 4 women, one
of whom was icon Frances Moore Lappe', all dealing with different aspects of ethical eating; and one
called "Visions of Young Adult Ministry," which made me feel old and young at the same time. I
attended another called "Singing for Our Lives," in which I got to see (and later meet) my "hero," Tim
DeChristopher. Perhaps my favorite was "Love Reaches Out to Address Our Climate Crisis,"
presented by a panel of UUs who had received training from Al Gore's Climate Reality group.
Besides the large sessions and the workshops there was meeting up with old friends, meeting new
ones , and browsing the exhibit hall's numerous booths. Ellen's RI church adopted Diane and me, as
we watched the larger sessions together with them. I got to eat some great vegan meals, and had
some wonderful conversations over them. Diane and I even took a pedi-cab ride through the streets
of Providence!! So, please feel free to ask me any questions, but as you can see there was just too
much good stuff going on, and not enough hours of the day to experience them.

Diane Allen-Harkins
It was my first GA, and like everyone I've ever heard talk about it, I was
amazed, inspired and thrilled to be able to attend. Thanks so much to
everyone at UUFCC for encouraging and helping Jack and me to go.
It was huge, this assembly proclaiming "Reach Out in Love" with the Rhode
Island Convention Center housing 5000+ UU's on any given day the week of
June 25-29. I had a feeling of knowing everyone of those people though I only
recognized a handful. They were UU's, and I have always thought of us as a
rather small group, but seeing 5000 of us all in one spot was exciting and left
me feeling very hopeful. We had the opportunity to meet up with old friends
from PA, and made new friends and acquaintances from UU groups we had
associated with online before hand, like UU Animal Ministry, and the group encouraging divestment
from oil and gas companies in our Common Endowment funds. Overall bordering on excessively
social for me...but mostly great fun.
I attended a number of workshops, including one on Care-giving for our aging UU Congregations,
one on Housing the Homeless, and the most relaxing one on Buddhism. The youth led service
was musical and very inspirational, the Sunday morning Worship service was beautiful and well
done, but the best part of the week for me was the Ware Lecture on Saturday afternoon, the
speaker being Sister Simone Campbell, of "The Nuns On The Bus" Fame. She encouraged each
of us to "Walk Toward Trouble" and made us laugh telling a few names on her list of "God's
mistakes." I would encourage each of you to read or listen to her Ware Lecture on the UUA GA
webpage at this link:http://www.uua.org/ga/virtual/2014/business/295423.shtml She is an
amazing woman with some most important words to say.
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Ellen McGill
Throughout the five days of the GA I focused on multicultural and social
justice issues, and on learning more about the proposals I would be
voting on as a delegate. The best presentations I experienced were:
Thursday: Sophia Lyons Fahs Lecture. The Rev. Mark MorrisonReed summarized how the Civil Rights Movement changed the Beacon
Press and Unitarian Universalism. I talked with him later when I bought
his most recent book, The Selma Awakening: How the Civil Rights
Movement Tested and Changed Unitarian Universalism.
Learn, Love, Act: Go Beyond the Kitchen Door. About 100 of us
marched from the Convention Center to the Renaissance Hotel where we
heard a number of speakers, including the Rev. Ellen Quaadgras, my UU minister here in RI. She
and other ministers were later barred by police from entering the hotel to speak to the manager about
worker rights.
Learn, Love, Act: Voting Rights and Our Call to Action. Speakers from the UU College of Social
Justice and the NAACP reported on the Moral Monday marches in North Carolina and 13 other states
protesting the deterioration of voter rights. They announced "Marching in the Arc of Justice," the 2015
UUA Conference planned for March 2015 in Alabama to honor the 50th Anniversary of the march
from Selma to Montgomery.
Friday: UU in Action: Transforming Prisons Into Houses of Healing. The HOH program creator and a
UU minister whose congregation conducts an HOH program at a Maryland prison told how this
project helps bring healing and peace to prisoners and allows congregations to live their principles.
Saturday: Ware Lecture by Sister Simone Campbell (The Nun on the Bus). An amazing speaker, Sr.
Campbell alternated pathos and humor to share stories of her lifelong quest for social justice. I will
always remember her mischievous reference to "Pope Frank."
Be the Change: Activists Dinner
Party. A worship and reflection play about
a disillusioned activist's imaginary party at
which she hosts famous figures such as
Maya Angelou, Jesus, M L King, Thich
Nhat Han, poets Rumi and Marge Piercy,
Buckminster Fuller, and Howard
Thurman. Actors included Mark MorrisonReed and other ministers and several lay
people.
Sunday: Sunday Morning Worship with
Rev. Mark Stringer and the GA Choir and
Band. Rev. Amy and Diane and Jack
Harkins and I sat together, and knowing
the service was being streamed to so
many UU congregations made it an even
more powerful experience.
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PHOTOGRAPHY, PINE NEEDLES HIGHLIGHT
FALL ART SHOW
The work of three award-winning photographers will be featured on our art wall this fall. And, we'll be
treated to a display of a unique craft, pine needle art, in our glass cases. The new show opens with a
reception for members and friends from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Friday evening, September 5th.
The photographers are Frank Kavanaugh, Susan Sammis and Tom Scott, all members of the Photo
Arts Group (which meets monthly at the Visual Arts Center and invites all those interested).
Kavanaugh, who has been at UUFCC as a guest speaker on social issues, maintains an eclectic style
in his work which includes images of people from homeless children to fashion models and in nature
from mangrove islands to tiger cubs.
Ms. Sammis, whose work may also be seen at the Artisan's Atelier in Punta Gorda, is co-owner of
Goldson Sammis Art. A graduate of Syracuse University, she also studied in Germany at the Agfa
Gaevert and in Netherlands. She is an award-winning member of the National Association of Women
Artists, Inc. among several professional groups.
Alice Garretson Smith explains that while pine needles have been used
in decorative ways in basket weaving by Native Americans for centuries,
it wasn't until the nineteenth century that the needles were used to
construct entire baskets. Ms. Smith has been practicing this unique art
form for some three decades. She is pleased to be able to use local
Florida pine needles, which she says are 12 to 18 inches long and are plentiful.
We'll be able to enjoy these exhibits until mid-October.

ART COMMITTEE WITHDRAWS
PROPOSAL TO PURCHASE PAINTING
Thank you everyone who took the time to let
the Art Committee know your reaction to our
proposal to purchase Mark Preuss's painting
for the sanctuary. Your reactions were
mixed, from very enthusiastic to those who
either didn't resonate with the painting or
didn't see how its placement in the sanctuary
contributed to the spiritual life of our
congregation. Without consensus for the
project, we have decided not to proceed. We
extend our sincere thanks to Mark for leaving
his painting with us while we made this
decision, and we urge his fans to visit the
Artists' Atelier in downtown Punta Gorda to
view more of his work.
Sue Taylor, Chair, Art on the Wall Committee

Live Theater Comes to UUFCC!!
On Sunday, October 12, at 3:00 P.M.,
you will have the opportunity to enjoy
outstanding live theater on the UUFCC
stage. Mr. Jack Rabito, an actor of
decades of experience in many venues,
will present “Give ‘em Hell, Harry”, a
two-act play depicting the life and times
of President Harry S. Truman. Mr.
Rabito looks like him, sounds like him,
and gives us a true depiction of
President Truman at the various stages
of his presidency. Tickets are just
$20.00, and are on sale each Sunday at
the Fellowship. Join us for this
outstanding cultural experience!
Sponsored by the Social Justice
Committee
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Jack Harkins

We're pleased to report that our CAT has been meeting for one year now!
Our focus has been on educating ourselves and our Fellowship about the need for action to reduce
our "carbon footprints" here in Charlotte County and beyond.
We've had movies and recycling signs and more movies, and monthly eco-tips, and more movies and
composting and, you guessed it, more movies (7 in all). Last month we had the premiere of our
readers’ theater play, "Mother Earth vs. World's People", with a cast of 11 and a jury of 15, to rave
reviews, I might add!
So this upcoming year we're refocusing our energies from education to ACTION! We're continuing to
try to get the Fellowship to use the recycling system (and we hope you're doing this at home as well.)
We're going to approach the Board about establishing a fellowship-wide policy for using recycled
paper materials (toilet paper, paper towels, printer paper, etc), and cleaning products that don't harm
the environment, as well. We're also grateful for the composting barrel that George Haynes donated
to the fellowship. We've already started to use it!
We're going to initiate a monthly Meatless Meals group (Club Veg, if you will!), because we've learned
that eating animal products is one of the worst things we can do to increase greenhouse gasses. So
we're hoping that folks might start to develop personal plans to have at least 1 meatless day per
week. And so to help us all learn some different recipes, we'd like to come together once per month
(say a Saturday night!). In fact we’re planning our first meatless gathering for Saturday, Sept. 27 at
6:30 pm. We hope you'll plan to join us in the social hall, but just please let us know (reservations!)
by Sunday 9/21, so we don't run out of food!! (Jack's email: jharkinsuu40@gmail.com)
We're also in the decision process of having a People's Climate March, here in Charlotte County,
which would mirror and support the huge gathering of Climate Activists in NYC on Sunday, Sept. 14.
We'll keep you posted!!
Finally, there's an election coming up soon on November 4th. Some of the key candidates either deny
climate change or sit on their...hands... and do nothing to combat the stranglehold that fossil fuel
companies have on our state and our federal government. Please go to the polls to elect progressive
candidates who aren't afraid to take a stand for Mother Earth! (Specifically the election for Governor,
and our Representative to the US House.) Please vote for progressive candidates, and if you need a
ride to vote, give Jack a call (570-423-1294).
I personally want to thank faithful CAT co-workers, Steve and Cheryl Lee, Gudrun Matthaus, Ellen
McGill, and Ted Zawistowski who have worked so hard over this past year, and also special thanks to
Tom Deuley for his climate and computer expertise that he's shared with us. And I also appreciate
the full support I've felt from both Rev. Amy and the Board, as well. And, finally, thanks to my wife,
Diane, who puts up with my passion for all things "climate" related, and for her help with food and
movie organizing.
Eco-tip provided by GreenFaith, www.greenfaith.org.: Worldwide meat production releases
more greenhouse gas emissions than the entire transportation sector combined. Start small by
eliminating meat one day per week, or challenge yourself by taking a week-long vegetarian
pledge. See www.meatlessmonday.org , or www.vegetariantimes.org for good recipes and more
information.
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CONTACT US
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd
Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org
941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Wednesdays, Thursdays
2:00-6:00 p.m.
Chris McCoy, Office Assistant
office@uufcc.org
MaryHolly Allison, President@uufcc.org
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor,
newsletter@uufcc.org
Marilyn Reeve, Copy Editor
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair,
mcharry@earthlink.net
NEW OFFICE HOURS – Monday through
Thursday, 9 am – 1 pm

Thank you to the following people who
made contributions to the
UU Endowment fund in July and August:
In honor of Marla Haynes:
Carolyn Kvam
MaryHolly Allison and Ben Crosby
Robert J. Hansman
In honor of Kit Longo:
Kurt & Laura Flachs
In honor of Sarah Dick
Richard Dick
Joan M. Connors
Robert and Sue Taylor
Elizabeth C. Levandoski
Pat Thomas-Beard
MaryHolly Allison and Ben Crosby
Kurt & Laura Flachs
Robert Hansman
Phyllis New
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This I Believe
Sept. 14
Where do we find our sense of right
and wrong?
Where do we find our morals? Do we
find them in the external truths of state
and church (concrete, absolutist and
clear), in the consensus of our group
(political party, Pew poll or “they all
say”), or in our own head where there
may be no community support and
you’d be smart not to bring up at polite
dinner parties? (Jefferson, MLK and
Gandhi as well as the Unabomber and
Snowden.)
Do we find our spirituality veneered
from a hierarchical or a fundamentalist
group (Jehovah Witness, Roman
Catholicism, Mormonism or Waco), a
main stream, group consensus,
democratic denomination (Methodism,
Episcopalianism, UU or Wiccan), or
from the relative isolation of finding
truth or lack of truth from within
(atheism, Buddhism or Humanism)?
Do we find our sense of connectedness
by communing only with people who
agree with us politically and religiously,
in burying our opinions in order to bask
in the acceptance and popularity of the
crowd, or do we suffer the flinty
loneliness of speaking our opinions
whether or not we get re-invited?
So what is important? Is it the black
and white, rigid absolutism, correctness
and “truth”? Is it the warmth and
connectedness of group think? Is a
sense of integrity and self-determinism
at the risk of losing community
acceptance?
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SUNDAYS
9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship,
Potluck lunch on the first Sunday

WORSHIP SERVICES
September 7 "Day of Labor"
It is a non-traditional Sunday morning. We will not have a usual service of worship. Instead, we will
arrive "just as we are" in comfy clothes ready to help clean, dust or paint. The morning revolves
around cherishing the building and grounds by sprucing it up. We will have a potluck "picnic" and lots
of time to visit with one another.

September 14 "Covenants and the Constitution"
Rev. Amy Kindred and Ted Zawistowski, Worship Associate: Dennis Shaw
We'll begin the morning service exploring the idea of covenant and end with a celebration of our
Constitution. This I Believe at noon in the Sanctuary (see page 8 for topic)

September 21, 2014 "About
the Labyrinth"
Rev. Amy Kindred,
Worship Associate: Annie Ross
What is the difference between a
labyrinth and a maze? What is the
history of the labyrinth and why is it
important to us today?

September 22, 2014
Special Gathering at
Bayshore Live Oak Park
In honor of the turning of the season this
week, we'll create an illuminated labyrinth at Bayshore Live Oak Park in Port Charlotte. (Just west on
Bayshore Drive before you cross Peace River to reach Punta Gorda.) We'll be there from 8 - 10 PM
to walk the labyrinth. Want to help set it up? Arrive at 7 PM. The public is invited.

Sunday, September 28 “Grandparents & Grandchildren:
Special bonds”
MaryHolly Allison, Worship Associate: Ginger Abraham
Do you have fond memories or a great story to share about one of your
grandparents? Or maybe you have a special story about or bond with one of
your own grandchildren. This Sunday we will hear stories from our
congregation. Contact MaryHolly Allison by email (mhallison2@aol.com) or
call 941-505-2219 if you have something you would like to share.
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UUFCC Events
WEEKLY EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS – September 3, 10, 17, 24 - Tough Times Support Group 5:00 pm
Thursdays – September 4, 11, 16, 25– Meditation 5:15 pm

September 10 – Caring and Hospitality Meeting
12 – Karaoke Night 5:30 pm
Café Serendipity 7:00 pm
13 – New to UU Q&A with Breakfast 9:00 am (see below)
16 – Worship Committee 4:00 pm
Climate Action Team 5:30 pm
17 – Committee on Ministry 4:00 pm
18 – Writers and Storytellers 10:00 am
22 – Fall Equinox Labyrinth Celebration – Bayshore Live Oak Park 8:00 pm
23 – Readers’ Theater 10:00 am
Board Meeting 4:00 pm
24 - Book Club 1:30 pm – Discussing William Faulkner’s “Go Down Moses”
Healing Oasis 6:00 pm

An Invitation to Saturday Morning Breakfast Q&A
in the Social Hall at UUFCC 9:00am till 11:00am
Saturday September 13, 2014
Reverend Amy Kindred and the Membership Committee welcome all new members &
newcomers, and offer a special invitation to board members, other long and short time
members and friends...anyone who is interested in learning more about Unitarian Universalism,
and our own UUFCC. Please come to our Saturday morning breakfast gathering in the Social
Hall at the Fellowship. Share a delicious homemade breakfast, meet and greet an amazing
group of UU's who will attempt to answer all of the questions you might bring.
Please be sure to R.S.V.P. by Monday September 8 at noon.
Chris in the Office # 941 .627.4303
Diane Allen-Harkins # 570.867.1110
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