NEW OUTLOOK
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY

A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

JULY/AUGUST 2014

Kindred Spirit
“For the earth forever turning;
for the skies, for every sea;
for our lives, for all we cherish,
sing we our joyful song of peace.”
-From Singing the Living Tradition, hymn #163, verse 1
Words by Kim Oler, @1990 Boosey & Hawkes, Inc.

Some hymns make me cry. For the Earth Forever Turning is one of them. I have to choke back tears
to keep from weeping when we sing it on a Sunday morning. The words, evoking powerful imagery
from nature, tug at my heartstrings. By the time we come to the word “cherish,” I’ve countless recent
recollections of beholding broad skies and varied hues of blue water. Gratitude for the good fortune of
living amongst so much beauty overcomes me.
From varied media sources, we are informed daily of situations of conflict, violence and war.
Sometimes, the detailed reports are provided on a minute by minute basis. When I hear these
accounts, I envision what it must be like to live where fear obscures beauty. I can’t imagine how it
must feel to look up and see smoke filling the skies from the repercussions of bombs.
On the list of all that I hold dear, to exist in safety and to be surrounded
by splendor is near the top. This big blue and green ball we call earth
is a gift to celebrate. Respecting and caring for her resources are as
important as respecting and caring for our brothers and sisters,
particularly those living in harm’s way such as Iraq and Afghanistan.
“For our lives and all we cherish,” might we now and forevermore
pray and work for peace.
Where are my Kleenexes?
MINISTER'S HOURS – During the first week of July, Rev.
Amy Kindred will be at General Assembly in Providence, RI.
She returns to the office on July 8. She will also be on
vacation from July 28th until August 11th. Please call 941916-0957 in case of an emergency. Emails will be returned
on July 8. minister@uufcc.org
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Message from MaryHolly

Board President

It is summer time and while things are a bit slower and calmer,
things are active at UUFCC! We have regular Sunday services at
10:30 all summer.
The Congregational Meeting on June 1st was well attended.
The Board and Long Range Planning/ Immediate Needs
Committee shared plans for moving forward and managing
growth and change. See notes from our secretary, Carol Powell.
We are particularly excited about the site work that will be done to
our current parking lots and the renewed focus on Stewardship.
We are pleased to announce that Chris McCoy is our new
Office Assistant. We had excellent candidates from which to
choose and are grateful to each who applied. Note that while
there are fewer office hours during summer months, they are
spread out over more days to allow a more consistent presence:
Monday –Thursday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
It is not too late to HELP send our UUFCC members/delegates to General Assembly in
Providence, RI. While an amazing experience that everyone should experience at least once, the
expenses are great and there is only a small amount of funds in our UUFCC budget. We can
anticipate that they will return with new commitment and inspiration and great ideas to share. If you
can make a small donation to support our delegates: Write a check to UUFCC, memo GA Team.
Speaking of support, I am very proud that UUFCC was among those listed as an Honor
Congregation in a recent announcement from the UUA Southern Region. This means that we
supported the pilot program GIFT (Generously Investing for Tomorrow) by giving a Fair Share, at
least 5% of our annual budget to help grow and foster Unitarian Universalism.
Summer is also time that many of our members, while living here year round, will be taking trips and
visiting family. We know this enriches our community. My husband, Ben, and I will be in Peru and
Ecuador from mid July thru mid August. I am really looking forward to Machu Picchu and the
Galapagos and we will explore other parts of Ecuador where Ben lived and worked for many years. It
will be a time of learning and renewal.
May you enjoy your
summer and find things
that give you peace and
joy.
Yours in Faith,
MaryHolly Allison

UU ENDOWMENT FUND
Do you know that this fund was established to support our UU
principles? It has often been used as a Memorial Fund - a way to
remember those who have passed on and who we want to
remember. Recently a decision was made by the Endowment
Trustees that this fund may also be used to support the funding of a
member's Celebration of Life at the Fellowship for those who have
limited resources at the time of death. The minister will communicate
with the Trustees if the need arises.
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Buzz from the Board

Board Secretary, Carol Powell

For those of you who have returned to your Northern homes I do have to say “wish you were here.”
There are so many exciting things happening; here are some highlights.
We had a congregational meeting on June 1. During this meeting we shared the
overview from the Retreat that the Board and Long Range Planning (LRPC) had.
Below are the topics covered
Stewardship (Robert Taylor)
Data Sharing (Robert Taylor)
LRPC – Immediate needs (Linda Levin)
LRPC Longer view - the future we will see (Robert Taylor)
Communication (Office Assistant) (Music Program)
Robert Taylor spoke about the need to lay the groundwork for the effort started a month ago ”appreciative inquiry.” What moves you to come here? We need to be aware of what drew us here
and what keeps us here. We have made progress fulfilling our mission and our goals.
Stewardship is a new way of doing business and it's not just the pledge drive. The Stewardship
approach requires a team.
Action Plan: (LRPC) – presented by Linda Levin. Initially landscape clearing is mostly done in back
parking lot and the traffic pattern is reconfigured. By doing these things we would be able, at a
minimum, to gain 15 parking places, possibly up to 25. The Heritage Oaks will not be disturbed and
we will not move the “gopher tortoise.”
We will have new parking bumpers, lighting for safety purposes and in the final stage we will have
new asphalt overlay on the present front parking lot. We need to have proper drainage where our
new sign is.
Closest overall cost: under $25,000 for everything. We already have funds set aside for this project.
The goal is to have it finished before snowbirds return.
Music Program – Assistance is needed in gathering names and talents of those among us as well as
in the community who could participate in our services. We need an organizer, but not necessarily a
musician, to do this very important task.
As most of you know we interviewed interested people for our new office assistant and have selected
Chris McCoy. He will be working more days each week which will help us keep up with work that has
increased mainly because our attendees have increased.
So, as I said at the beginning for those who are away, “wish you were
here” but we will welcome you back with great changes.

Welcome to new members Valerie and Bill Howat (pictured left) and
Jean Casey (not pictured) who signed the membership book in June.
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Jack Harkins

This summer we've decided to make a big splash to get our Fellowship's reduce, re-use and recycle
choices in better order. The main goal is to change the way we drink our coffee and tea.
On non-potluck Sundays we want to encourage everyone to use ceramic mugs. For potluck
Sundays we've purchased a less expensive biodegradable cardboard cup. Once our current supply
of paperfoam cups are used up, we'll start using our new brand which we've purchased from our fair
trade partners at Equal Exchange. These new cardboard cups also come with accompanying sleeves
which protect your hand from the heat. These sleeves can be re-used each week.
In addition, you might have seen our tall paper receptacle for recycling other trash: cardboard,
glass, aluminum, plastic with the recycle triangles, and even printed papers (like the orders of service
that you're not taking home.) See our guidelines at coffee counter!!
For those of you who want to help out even more, we'll be forming teams of cup washing "Angels" to
help keep those ceramic mugs available for reuse!! So see Gudrun or Jack if you want to join the
"Angel Crew"!!
So beginning in July we'll start phasing into using mugs as often as we can!! Let us know what you
think. (Jack, Gudrun, Ted, Steve and Cheryl , and Ellen, too)
August Event:
We've come across an excellent climate action play called: “Mother Earth vs. World's People :
Perhaps the most important trial in the history of civilization” A Trial by jury held in the International
court of Last Resort! It has 15 speaking parts plus it involves the whole audience as the jury! I've
asked Chris and Chrissy Mccoy to the direct the play. Please join us to practice reading (Sundays
7/27 and 8/3 after coffee hour) or come be part of the Jury at the performance on Thursday August
7 @ 6:30pm.

The Eco-tip of the summer is provided by www.greenfaith.org and has to do with waste reduction:
The average American creates 4.5 lbs of garbage each day (Source: Story of Stuff), much of which
is food waste. Starting an indoor or outdoor compost bin is easy, smell-free, and turns food
waste into nutrient-rich soil. Learn how easy it is at: www.howtocompost.org . Look into this
electronic, hassle free indoor composter by NatureMill: http://www.naturemill.com/ .
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CONTACT US
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd
Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org,
www.facebook.com/uufcc

This I Believe

Rev. Amy Kindred,
minister@uufcc.org
941.916.0957
Minister’s hours: Wednesdays,
Thursdays 2:00-6:00 p.m.

Where is that fine line between total love and
withholding overt affection in order to instill
boundaries, responsibilities and courtesies in
others? Is it all or nothing at all? Is being stern
and firm compatible with unconditional love?
How do you communicate that? Is corporal
punishment, time outs and withholding privileges
compatible? Where is enough and too much?
Moderated by Dave Shumway

Chris McCoy, Office Assistant
office@uufcc.org
MaryHolly Allison,
President@uufcc.org

Unconditional love and parenting:
July 27, 2014

Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor,
newsletter@uufcc.org
Marilyn Reeve, Copy Editor
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications
Chair, mcharry@earthlink.net
NEW OFFICE HOURS – Monday
through Thursday, 9 am – 1 pm

Taxation: August 31, 2014
Should “would be” charitable organizations,
fraternal groups and religious organizations pay
real estate as well as income taxes on all monies
received except for charitable donations back to
the outside community?
Should yacht, golf, and social clubs pay the
same even if considered “non-profit?”

The Endowment Trustees send a
big thank you to the following
people who made contributions in
the name of Kit Longo to the
UU Endowment fund:
MaryHolly Allison
Joseph Fenty
Robert J. Hansman
Arthur Howard
Carolyn Kvam
Peg Stunkard
Sonia Waters

Should private learning institutions, parochial
and non-profit, colleges (whether non-profit or
for-profit), and technical and trade schools pay
the same with an exemption for scholarships?
Should any of the above institutions when
investing in capital improvements (land,
buildings, vehicles or equipment) be locally,
state or federal taxed appropriate to the
government agencies that are providing fire,
police, traffic, land improvements etc.?
Moderated by Dave Shumway
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SUNDAYS
9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship,
Potluck lunch on the first Sunday
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July & August

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday, July 6,"Accessible Healthcare"
Worship Associates: Ginger Abraham and Annie Ross.
A representative from the Virginia B. Andes Volunteer
Community Clinic will be here to share the extraordinary
work they are doing on behalf of health and wholeness
in Charlotte County.
Sunday, July 13, "A Principled Life - Our 7 Principles" Rev. Amy Kindred
Worship Associate: Sharon Whitehill
Outsiders have often commented that our Unitarian Universalist Principles and Purposes are too
simplistic, too shallow. For those of us who have committed to living them, we profess otherwise.
What do you think?
Sunday, July 20, "Why Can't I Find Normal?"Rev. Amy Kindred
Worship Associate: Sue Burgess
The title of the sermon is a line from a movie. It's one woman's exhausted request
for normalcy. How about you? Chaos getting on your nerves? Let's talk about what is the elusive
"normal."
Sunday, July 27, "Miracle Stories: Community Engagement" Rev. Amy Kindred
Worship Associate: Dennis Shaw
This year's theme at our national assembly or GA (General Assembly) is Love Reaches Out. As much
as we have loved and cared for friends and members of Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte
County, how do we reach out to help others outside our walls? Join us as we embark on a
conversation about what occasions of wonder have happened in our community and how we might
reach out to those in need in the future.
Sunday, August 3, "No One Right Answer" Sharon Whitehill
The need to be right about something is a powerful impulse. But is there ever just one right answer to
any of life's big questions? If what we call facts can be disputed--as they have been and can--what
about ethical, spiritual values? Liberals are far from immune to the notion that their own answers to
questions like these are more correct than others'.
Sunday, August 10, "How I Came to Be a Unitarian Universalist" Marty Wilmer
How does life's journey bring one to the doors of a Unitarian Universalist Congregation? What is it
that keeps one coming back Sunday after Sunday? Join us as we hear the stories of how some of our
members came to be part of our congregation.
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UUFCC Events
WEEKLY EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS – JULY 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, AUGUST 6,13,20,27
Tough Times Support Group 5:00 pm
Thursdays – JULY 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, AUGUST 7, 14, 21, 26– Meditation 5:15 pm
July 2 – Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society 7-9 pm
8 – UUFCC Board Meeting 4-6 pm
11 – Karaoke Night 5:30 pm
Café Serendipity 7 pm
19 - Breakfast workshop. 9:00 – 12:00 Topic will be "Rituals and UU-isms" led by Rev. Amy
Kindred. Contact Chris McCoy at office@uufcc.org to sign-up. A donation for the breakfast will be
appreciated.
23 – Healing Oasis 6-9 pm
27 – Play rehearsal for “Mother Earth vs. World’s People” after coffee hour (see page 4)
August 3 - Play rehearsal for “Mother Earth vs. World’s People” after coffee hour (see page 4)
6 - Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society 7-9 pm
7 - The Climate Action Team play - “Mother Earth vs. World’s People”

6:30 pm

8 - Karaoke Night 5:30 pm
Café Serendipity 7 pm

Book Group
The book group will not meet in July or August. We will resume
our meetings at 1:30 on the last Wednesday of each month,
starting in September. We will discuss "Go Down Moses", "To
Know a Woman" and "Arab Voices Speak to American Hearts," in
that order.
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