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Kindred Spirit

Rev. Amy, taking a well-deserved rest, shares an excerpt from words submitted by long-time member
Priscilla Brooks (the complete piece is located at http://www.joycedowling.com/fahs.html). Our own
beloved Priscilla met the highly esteemed Sophia Lyon Fahs who revolutionized children's religious
education.
It Matters What We Believe
by Sophia Lyon Fahs
Some beliefs are like walled gardens.
They encourage exclusiveness, and the feeling of being especially privileged.
Other beliefs are expansive and lead the way into wider and deeper sympathies.
Some beliefs are like shadows, clouding children's minds with fears of unknown calamities.
Other beliefs are like sunshine, blessing children with the warmth of happiness.
Some beliefs are divisive, separating the saved from the unsaved, friends from enemies.
Other beliefs are bonds in a world community, where sincere differences beautify the pattern.
Some beliefs are like blinders, shutting off the power to choose one's own direction.
Other beliefs are like gateways opening wide vistas for exploration....
Join friends and members of UUFCC where exploration is a meaning-filled endeavor of faith!

Celebration Sunday!
The survey results are in and we are ready to
vote to call Rev. Amy Kindred as our settled
minister.
This congregational vote will take place on
Sunday, December 8 after the Sunday service,
followed by a celebration of this momentous
occasion.
Reverend Amy Kindred (far left) and Diane Allen-Harkins (far
right) welcome new members who signed the book on
October 13: (from left to right) Judy Standard, Chrissy and
Chris McCoy

There will also be a Crafts and Book Fair that
day to raise money for the Fellowship with lots
of items available for $10 or less – a great time
to do some holiday shopping!
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MESSAGE FROM MARYHOLLY

Board President

Thank you, Thank you! So many of our members responded to the
Board’s Request for a Vote. This is a new practice for us as a congregation.
Using e-mail is an important and useful way to inform members and seek
approval for Board recommended action. This vote approved the expenditure of
funds for our new parking lot (over 60 % responded) -the Car Park is moving
forward! The engineering firm is acquiring the necessary permits and will solicit
bids this month.
Let me remind you of why this new lot is important to the future of UUFCC:
The space we will use to the north side of the building quickly becomes a jungle in a few months.
This new plan will allow easier maintenance and be environmentally sound.
This carefully designed space will increase the value of our property, an investment in our future.
This design allows for 16 additional parking spaces and we are quickly seeing how much those
spaces will be needed.
The Florida District believes in our efforts for growth and supported our work by making a Call for a
Chalice Lighter Grant which will help pay for this project.
Another change: UUA new GIFT (Generously Investing in Tomorrow) Program.
GIFT is a new approach to funding our Unitarian Universalist Association. It is a pilot program for the
Southern Region that began on July 1, 2013. Instead of District and national requests, there will be a
single request. These contributions will be shared by the District, Region and our UUA. The amount
requested is a percentage of the congregation's certified expenditures in the previous fiscal year,
instead of a per member dollar amount.
Ministerial Settlement Committee has held several meetings with members and pledging friends to
seek your input about calling Rev. Amy Kindred as our Settled Minister. After analysis of the data
from the survey results, we are excited to announce that their recommendation is that we are ready
for a vote to call Rev. Amy as our settled minister (see page one for details of Celebration Sunday).
Only members of the congregation are eligible to vote, but we hope that all members and friends will
join in the celebration afterwards.
It is an exciting time at UUFCC. We welcome the return of our many snowbirds and summer
travelers. Their energy and positive spirit will add to our already active and engaged congregation
and our new members and friends.
Yours in faith,
MaryHolly
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Buzz From the Board
Carol Powell, Board Secretary

We have such a wonderful kaleidoscope of activities that evolved from a productive
Board Meeting held October 17, 2013.
Our Treasurer's Report from Linda Levin, our assistant treasurer, was favorable. The
parking lot is moving forward and permits were submitted to the proper people. In early November,
Herston Engineering will be requesting proposals to complete our approved design. We do not have
the results of the Chalice Lighting Grant but that closes on October 31 and whatever has been
donated to this grant will be added to other donations and funds that have been set aside to
accomplish a much needed parking space expansion.
Those working on the process for calling a Settled Minister have given surveys to the membership
and on December 8 we will have a congregational vote. On that day we will also hold a craft and book
fair. This Sunday will be called “Celebration Sunday”. People can participate by reserving a table to
display their items. Please read the Weekly Updates that will provide more information.
As we grow and expand we all need to participate in
accomplishing these goals in whatever way we can..
More to come after our next Board Meeting.

Future activities in the planning stages:
Auction - February
Mystic Fair - March
Visani Comedy Night - April.

UUFCC's Climate Action Team
At the end of August, under the umbrellas of both the UU-UN office, and our local Social Justice
Committee, we formed our very own Climate Action Team (CAT)! What is a CAT, you might ask?
Our main goal is to work at lowering our congregation's and community's "carbon footprint.” This
idea put forward by our UN office is to coordinate our UU congregations nationwide in this all
important task of combating global warming.
What might lowering our carbon footprint look like, and why is that important anyway? Can we
each reduce our carbon footprint? Can UUFCC reduce its carbon footprint? Can we help Charlotte
County (and beyond) reduce its carbon footprint? Our first two meetings have produced some
interesting discussions about the best actions to take and when.
I found a great website online called "Wikihow.com", which has some interesting suggestions of how
each of us might begin to reduce our carbon diet. Once you get to the website, enter "carbon
footprint" into their search engine, and you'll find a list of ideas to investigate. Take a look at one of
the lists and tell me what you think. Are they helpful? Do you have some other suggestions?
Our CAT has some ideas, too:
1) We're going to try to bring good recycling habits back to our fellowship each Sunday.
2) We've co-sponsored a trip to Echo Farm, on Oct 26th, to look at folks doing local agriculture.
3)On December 4th at 7:00pm, we're sponsoring a local showing of the film "Bidder 70", about UU
Tim DeChristopher, who singlehandedly stood up to the oil and gas industry in Utah,
4) On Feb 16th, 2014, we're also planning to participate in the National Preach-In on Global Warming
sponsored by Interfaith Power and Light
We are a small band, but we're always looking for new participants and new ideas, so feel free to
join us at our meetings. Check the weekly updates, for times and dates. Looking forward to seeing
you or hearing from you, Uufcc'ers!
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Jack Harkins (jharkinsuu40@gmail.com, or 570-423-1294)

GETTING DIRTY AT UUFCC
Nine folks attended the first session of the new religious education class, “Getting
Dirty at UUFCC,” on Sunday afternoon, October 13th. Most participants committed
to nurturing a plot of sacred space on the Fellowship’s grounds. The group will meet
again on November 10th at noon to share observations, changes and insights gained
through their weekly labors and interactions.
Here is what they have pledged to do:
Patrick Eaton will care for the cacti and hang a large staghorn fern in an oak near the front
entrance.
Cheryl Lee will create a butterfly garden behind the porch.
Clarence Perry will continue to keep the weeds and Brazilian peppers from invading the
parking lots.
Ken Brink is adopting the median strip in the rear parking lot and Judy Merrick will develop a
bed in the front of the building.
Steve Lee and Dennis Shaw will continue to work on the Peace Garden.
Pat Thomas Beard and Laura Liermann will be on call for special projects.
New members are welcome. Contact Dennis Shaw with questions: 941 830 0848 or
shawdennisg@yahoo.com
Hurry back snow birds, the weather is beautiful and the gardening invigorating.

TRIP TO VISIT CHAPS
On Friday, November 8th the Life Span Religious Education Program at
UUFCC will sponsor another field trip. This time we are going to
CHAPS, the Charlotte HIV/AIDS People Support. This exciting
program provides free food and hygiene items to folks in need who are
living with HIV/AIDS and their dependents.
When CHAPS was founded in 1990, it served 8 individuals. Today, it is
reaching over 200 clients and 180 dependents. CHAPS runs a
“choice” pantry that enables clients to choose food items that best suit
changing dietary needs. Their hygienic products, which cannot be
purchased with Food Stamps, are vital to persons struggling with
HIV/AIDS.
Questions should be directed to Dennis Shaw (941-830 0848 or
shawdennisg@yahoo.com) or Rev. Amy Kindred. There is a sign up
sheet on the table at the back of the sanctuary.
We will meet at 12:30 at the Fellowship parking lot and car pool to the
site.
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Peaceful Poetry
In conjunction with their Peace Sunday, the Social Justice committee sponsored a poetry contest.
Here are the winning entries.

Peace of the Future

by Tom Deuley

Where is peace, where goes peace, shall peace find you, will you find peace
From whence it comes, from love it comes, shall love find you, will you find love
But not of love alone, but of it respect too, shall you give respect, shall you get respect
Where on respect begets love, and love begets peace, so it is, and so it shall be
When man learns to respect and love his fellow man, then only shall peace rain on earth

“

“Belief” by Chris McCoy
CONTACT US
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd
Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org
941.627.4303
Minister’s hours: Wednesdays, Thursdays
2:00-6:00 p.m.
Melanie Blais, Office Assistant
office@uufcc.org
MaryHolly Allison, President@uufcc.org
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor,
newsletter@uufcc.org
Marilyn Reeve, Copy Editor
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair,
mcharry@earthlink.net
OFFICE HOURS
Mondays and Thursdays
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Lost to your touch,
Your loving embrace,
Blind to your enchanting beauty,
Your divine radiance.
Deaf to your endless wisdom,
Your words of compassion.
Beyond the reach of your forgiveness,
Your mending of the soul.
Questioning your existence,
Your very being.
Searching for your light,
Your beacon of hope.
Watching the sky for your guidance,
Your answer to my question.
Forever seeking your presence,
Your gentle nature.
Time passes slowly,
Your creation.
Your voice reaches me slowly, finally,
Your ageless message.
An end to all strife, conflict, war and
hatred,
The pacifist’s path.
Your words to me open my eyes,
Your words make me live.
Your words to me are simple.
Believe in peace and love,
And there you will find me.
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VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
It is estimated that 25% of families in
Charlotte County are homeless or living on
income well below the national poverty level.
With that fact in mind, we recently planned a
field trip to Harry Chapin Food Bank, and a
visit to see how a mobile Food pantry works.
Several people from UUFCC were inspired to
volunteer with associates of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Punta Gorda at their bi-monthly mobile food distribution. Many thanks to Herb
Levin, Judy Standard, Don Liermann, Jack Harkins, and Diane Allen-Harkins for the hard work they
gave in helping serve 250 families on October 11.
Each family received fresh produce, including squash, apples, sweet potatoes, watermelon, as well
as pasta, beans, rice, bread, juice and meat.
Sacred Heart will continue to hold mobile pantries every other week from now till at least the end of
this year if supplies are available. Volunteers and contributions from our fellowship would help greatly
in that endeavor.
All residents of Charlotte County are eligible to receive food at this distribution. Each family will be
asked to register, but no ID is required, and there are no income limitations. If you know someone
who could use a little help with food, please tell them to arrive by 10:00am, as supplies tend to
dwindle before noon.
The next Harry Chapin Mobile Food Pantry events will be held on Friday, November 8 and 22, 2013,
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church which is located at: 211 West Charlotte Ave, Punta Gorda, FL
33950. The distribution is scheduled to begin at 10:00am, and end at noon.
Volunteers will be gratefully appreciated, and need to arrive around 9:00am at the parking lot
behind Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Come prepared with sunscreen and comfortable shoes, not
sandals. Cold water will be provided by Harry Chapin food bank. You will be asked to help setup
tables and tents, sort and bag produce, and then be available to assist with the distribution, helping
families through the process, and perhaps help some back to their car with their groceries.
If you would like to help but are not able to volunteer, please consider making a contribution directly
to: The Harry Chapin Foodbank at: 3760 Fowler St, Fort Myers, FL 33901, with a notation: to
support Sacred Heart of Punta Gorda Mobile pantry.
If you have questions concerning volunteer possibilities or contributions, contact: Diane Allen-Harkins
at: 570-867-1110 dallenharkins@gmail.com
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New Meditation Evenings: Get Real, Get Right
Thursday evenings, 5:15 - 6:00 pm. Nov. 7, 14, 21. Dec. 5, 12, 19. Jan. 2 and 9. Rev. Amy Kindred
Each evening meditation begins with a
contemporary story and includes a "get real"
response to the story. It's an acknowledgement
that we are human. However, as we try to
become a much kinder, gentler, less stressed
human being, we endeavor to acquire tools to
help us reach a higher level of functioning.
Teachings from Buddhism can help us to grow.
Buddhism incorporates the 8-fold path which
includes right view, right intention, right speech
and more. We'll end our evening together by
incorporating a meditation revolving around one
of the themes from the 8-fold path.

This I Believe
Sunday, Nov. 24 at noon
David Shumway, Facilitator
Topic: Is politically correct (PC) speech about
the verbiage, the motivation of the statement or
the fear of the beholder? Does censoring
speech censor thought? What kind of
communication is censored communication?
Who is the arbiter of PC speech? Is PC speech
about social nicety or about real people?

UUFCC Radio Program
Listen to our online UUFCC radio program on
KDWRadio.com. Mondays at 7 pm. Previous
shows are archived so you can hear them again
at your leisure. Radio on your computer! Oh
Yeah!

Help
Wanted
The Caring/ Hospitality committee
needs members and friends to sign
up as door greeters for Sunday
morning service. Greeting is an
easy way to participate and a fun
way to get to know others in our
community. A sign-up sheet is
posted on the bulletin board in the
social hall, along with instructions
about what you need to do. If you
have questions, concerns or
suggestions, feel free to contact
Diane Allen-Harkins before or after
any Sunday service, or email her
at: dallenharkins@gmail.com

Auction, Anyone?
Hear ye, Hear ye. It is time to start planning for the UUFCC Auction. Please join us, ye hardy
salt of the earth souls, to brainstorm ideas and to make plans. We will meet on Sunday,
November 3, 2013 after the potluck festivities. If you need more information, please call Joseph
M. Fenty at 941-286-7876 or send an email message to jmfenty@gmail.com.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc

November 2013

PAGE 8

SUNDAYS
9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship, Potluck lunch on the first Sunday

WORSHIP SERVICES
November 3 - Dancing Points of Light
Rev. Amy Kindred, Worship Associate –
Light is a prevalent theme in countless faith traditions including Diwali, the Hindu holiday. We'll
explore thepower of light as metaphorical imagery. A special performance with candles will be
included.
November 10 - A Hero's Journey
Rev. Amy Kindred, Worship Associate Too many opportunities have passed to say "thank you for your contribution, dear man or woman.”
This morning, we invite members, friends and loved ones (framed photos are invited including of
those who have passed) who served in the armed services to join us. Although we all want and strive
for peace, occasions have required great sacrifice in war. It's time to reflect on what it means to serve
and to express gratitude.
November 17 - Lessons From The Maroon Experience
Speaker: Martha Bireda, Worship Associate The Maroons were Africans who escaped enslavement and established separate communities based
upon African cultural values. These communities were organized around principles that provided for
the well-being of all members of the society. The Maroon experience holds many implications for the
ways in which we can move towards creating a more just and equal society.
November 24 - Post Secret: Confessions on Life, Death and Mystery
Rev. Amy Kindred, Worship Associate Some people go their whole lives with secrets. They hold in their hearts words they wish they
hadn't said or, after the death of a loved one, they recall words they wish they had said. A few years
ago, a project was launched that addressed this reality. Using a readers’ theater approach, we'll
encounter statements of this nature from that project.

Events at UUFCC
Saturday, November 2- 2-4pm. Recorder Group.
Sunday, November 3- 11:30 – 12:30pm. Children’ Religious Education class.
Tuesday, November 5- 5-6:30pm. Tough Times support group.
Wednesday, November 6- 4:30 –5:45pm. Spanish Lessons led by Herb Levin.
7pm. Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society.
Thursday, November 7- 9:30am. Executive Committee meeting.
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Friday, November 8- 2-3:30pm. Jungian Psychology.
5:30pm. Karaoke night.
7pm. Café Serendipity.
Sunday, November 10- Noon – 2pm. “Getting Dirty at UUFCC”.
Tuesday, November 12- 5-6:30pm. Tough Times support group.
Wednesday, November 13- 10am. Caring and Hospitality committee meeting.
4:00pm. Meeting of the Committee on Shared Ministry.
4:30 – 6pm. Spanish Lessons led by Herb Levin.
6:30 – 8pm. Mid-Month Movie Night. "Vera Drake: Wife, Mother, Criminal"
Unitarian Universalists were the first denomination to take a stand for
reproductive justice. We celebrate this accomplishment with the viewing of this
film. Made vivid by Imelda Staunton's award-winning performance and Mike
Leigh's ("Secrets and Lies") apt direction, this account of a motherly workingclass woman who performs illegal abortions takes place in 1950s London, long
before Britain's 1967 Abortion Act was passed. A question for discussion: does it
matter if a moving and powerful film, otherwise precise in every historical detail, is
medically inaccurate?
Thursday, November 14 – 4 pm - Board Meeting
Friday, November 15 – 5 pm – Jungian Psychology
Saturday, November 16 – 2 pm – Recorder Group
Tuesday, November 19 – 5 pm – Tough Times Support Group
7 pm – Sierra Club
Wednesday, November 20 – 4:30 pm – Spanish Class led by Herb Levin
6 pm – Healing Oasis – Local alternative healing practitioners meet to offer restorative sessions that
assist the well-being of health, body and mind. Donations to UUFCC gratefully accepted
Thursday, November 21 – 10 am – Storytellers and Writers Workshop
Friday, November 22 – 2 pm – Jungian Psychology
Saturday, November 23 – 2 pm – Recorder Group
Tuesday, November 26 – 5 pm – Tough Times Support Group
Wednesday, November 27 – Spanish Lessons led by Herb Levin
Friday, November 29 – 2 pm. Jungian Psychology
Saturday, November 30 – 2 pm. Recorder Group
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Mark your Calendars
Wednesday, December 4 - 7- 9pm. The Climate Action Team is sponsoring a showing the film
"Bidder 70.” Community is welcome and a $5 donation is requested to defray expenses.
Tuesday, December 10th - The book group will combine the November and December meetings
into one meeting because of the holidays at the end of each of those months. The book to be
discussed is "Thunderstruck" by Erik Larson. (Note: Each year there is this exception to the regular
schedule of meeting on the last Wednesday of the month.)

Outside Events of Interest
14th ANNUAL EMPTY BOWLS DINNER
Thursday, November 7th from 4-7pm at the New Day Christian Church - 20212 Peachland Blvd.
Enjoy live music, a silent and live auction, homemade bake sale and various decorative “empty
bowls” for sale created by Charlotte County Public Schools’ students, their family members and local
artists. Proceeds will support the agencies and programs: Charlotte County Public Schools Homeless
Student Program, Charlotte County Homeless Coalition, The Yah Yah Girls’ Back Pack Kidz
Program, H.E.L.P. of Charlotte County. Visit the website www.tinyurl.com/lesemptybowls or contact
Joann Winkler, Empty Bowls Chairman at (941) 255-7515, ext. 260.
CONVERSATIONS ON RACE: SLAVERY’S LEGACY
HC0565 Tuesdays, November 5, 12, 19, 26 at 3:30pm-4:30pm $40
Fifty years since the Civil Rights movement and despite the election of an African American
president, America still grapples with the issue of race. This series of conversations will address one
of the root causes of this problem, historical stereotypes, which in explicit and subtle ways continue to
be a divisive factor in American society. In this four-week conversation we will discuss 1) the creation,
transmission, reinforcement of racial stereotypes; 2) the impact of stereotyping; 3) the mythical Black
male; and 4) a pedagogy for change.
Dr. Martha Bireda, Instructor
Florida Gulf Coast University @ Herald Court 117 Herald Court #210, Punta Gorda, FL / 941-5050130
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR MURIEL VAN PATTEN
Saturday, November 23, 2 pm, Port Charlotte Beach Complex
A memorial service will be held for former member, Muriel Van Patten, who
died last spring. Muriel was instrumental in establishing the Art on the Wall
program and was a founding member of the committee. She was very active
in the Charlotte County art community.
Someone will be in the parking lot handing out parking vouchers and
refreshments will be served.
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