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Kindred Spirit
Put thou my tears into Thy Bottle - Psalm 56:8
After viewing tiny cups, called “tear cups”, in a museum in Israel, the late Rev. Dr. F. Forrester Church
wrote:
“There are two kinds of tears – tears of sorrow and of joy. For this
reason, the ancient Hebrews kept two tear cups on hand, one for
when they were sad and one for when they were happy. Back then
people were not afraid to cry. Their tears were sacraments of love, of
caring deeply, of being alive. The fuller the cups were, the more a
person was esteemed. Great-hearted people, it seems, cried far more
readily than small-hearted people. Life touched them more deeply—
the pain of it and the joy.”
From the Chicago Tribune, September 28, 1986.

As 2013 nears, one can’t help but reflect on 2012. There have been many reasons to shed tears; both
the cheerful and the unhappy ones. As seasons and their accompanying holidays come and go, most of
us can’t help but think about people and events in many years past. This “remembering” makes it
possible to live authentically, with a full heart, into the future.
Even though, at this time of year, department stores, gas stations and
television programs blast tunes almost demanding that we be happy, the fact
is, it’s impossible to elude nostalgia, feelings that accompany loss, and
heartache for events occurring outside of our control. Yes, the holidays are
opportunities for celebration. A jovial spirit is encouraged. However, the
celebrations are plastic without acknowledging depth in human experience.
So, we say our farewell to 2012. Our tear cup(s)”runneth over”. With hope in our
hearts for a world of peace, health and joy, we look to the future…together.
Blessed Be,

Rev. Amy

Mid-Week Movie Night - TED Talks - January 9, Wednesday, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Our minister, the Rev. Amy Kindred, hosts the first evening of viewing interesting video material and
having a discussion afterward. How do you feel about being vulnerable? What might you learn in the
last few minutes of life before a plane crash? Join us.
Next month Mid-Week Movie Night - InLaws and OutLaws - February 6, Wednesday, 6:30 - 8:30
Our minister, the Rev. Amy Kindred, hosts. We'll watch a funny, poignant documentary celebrating
love between straight, gay, lesbian and transgendered individuals.
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MESSAGE FROM MARYHOLLY
It is a good time to be at UUFCC! You may have heard me say this in
other venues-from the pulpit or in other articles. However, as we start off
a new year, I think it is important to remind ourselves what being a part of
UUFCC means.
How does being a part of Unitarian Universalism give meaning to your
life? What is it that nurtures your soul and fits with your beliefs to help
heal our world? Why would we want to share that with others?
Having been in the hospital and required to be away, I have had time to reflect on what UUFCC means
to me. I truly believe that my life would be a bit barren without the opportunities that are provided at
UUFCC to feed the sprit and live my principles. Just think of the many things that have happened this
past month and what we have to look forward to:
1. Our informational congregation meeting, held in early Dec , allowed us to share the Board's plans to
share our faith, to establish a Growth Accommodation Task Force ( co-chaired by Bob Taylor and Jack
Osborne) and to communicate the financial implications associated with that plan ( see Bob Taylor's
informative article on page 4).
2. Our many new programs and opportunities to share experiences, learn and make a difference in the
lives of others.
3. A special meeting with UUFCC leaders and Rev Kenn Hurto, our District Executive and the Southern
Regional Director, where opportunities to clarify what we expect from our new minister and how we work
to keep communication positive and our behavior supportive (see article from Jack Osborne page 3).
4. Our times for rejoicing and celebrating through art on our walls and music from our choir and the SW
Florida Gay and Lesbian Chorus, and times for fellowship. Our farewell tribute to Evelyn Haymaker, our
pianist for 19 years! And thank you to Don and Sis Courtsal for hosting a special holiday celebration on
Christmas Day!!
5. All this, in addition to meaningful and inspirational services, sharing
life's pain and tragedy and the joys and miracles on Sunday mornings
and Christmas Eve.
As we enter 2013, there will be many more meaningful opportunities to
come together and appreciate what gives meaning to our lives. I am
pleased we are on this journey together.
Yours in faith,
MaryHolly Allison
President, UUFCC Board

In case you missed it – here is
our holiday card that was on
display in Gilchrist Park, created
by our own Rev. Amy Kindred. It
even featured solar powered
lights! This is just another way
we are becoming more visible in
the community.
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UUFCC Leadership Meeting with Rev. Kenn Hurto
– “BEGINNING WELL WITH OUR NEW MINISTER”
On Wednesday afternoon, December 12, 2012, over a dozen UUFCC folks,
including Rev. Amy Kindred, several members of the board, and leaders from
various Fellowship committees and groups came together to discuss the
challenges our congregation and our new minister face in getting settled
comfortably and successfully in her new ministry.
The Reverend Kenneth Gordon Hurto, a Unitarian Universalist minister, and
the Lead Executive of the UUA Southern Region came and lead us in
discussions and exercises about the considerations and efforts we need to
apply to develop a productive working relationship with our newly hired
developmental minister.
Rev. Hurto helped us understand that the role of a minister is to serve in four
capacities: PREACHER, PASTOR, PROMOTER, and PROPHET. From that
foundation, he helped us understand that we need to attempt to identify the strengths that our new
minister brings to us, and further, for us as leaders, to attempt to identify the hierarchy of our
Fellowships’ needs, and what we expect from our new minister.
We discussed near-term goals for both Rev. Amy and for the leaders of our fellowship to work on to
ensure a successful and satisfactory relationship in the future. Rev Amy’s immediate goals include
getting to know the people, developing a good process for communication with the board and other
leaders, working on giving good sermons, and making UUFCC an attractive place to attract potential
new members. The board’s goals include working on increasing financial support, improving its
communication processes, and finding ways to grow our membership. It becomes clear quickly that the
minister AND the members of leadership of our Fellowship must share these very same goals if we are
to be “successful”.
Members can expect that their board will be working toward better communication with members, the
challenges and the successes we are dealing with as we progress in time with our new minister and our
work of achieving these shared goals.
Jack Osborne – Vice President

Trustee Tidbits from Joan Lund, UUA Trustee
The UUA Board of Trustees (BOT) is reassessing how our organization
functions at GA. They see two pillars that make up GA: How We Gather and
How We Govern. Between now and the 2013 GA in Louisville, the BOT is
inviting stakeholders to help set the future direction of GA.
Once ideas have been generated, draft documents on “gathering” and
“governing” will be forwarded to congregations along with discussion
questions. I invite your congregation to discuss these two pillars of GA and to
share your thoughts with me by June.
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Investing in Growth
Less than a year ago, as a product of our Long Range Planning effort, we set a
goal to grow to 135 members within five years. We are already well on our way
to reaching that target. But with growth, comes new challenges.
We need new members to offset the loss of those founding members and
friends who have been for decades unfailingly generous of their time and money
in supporting our beloved community. With their foresight and contributions, we
now own our land and building without debt and have built financial reserves
that can carry us through temporary periods of financial strain. With our vibrant
programs and sound financial footing, the UUA considers our Fellowship to be a “Thriving
Congregation.” If we are to sustain a healthy congregation, we need to reach out to others - to share our
spiritual journey with new members and to garner their time, energy, and financial support.
A primary strategy for growth is to Feed the Soul–to provide sermons and services that stir our spirit and
explore our faith. This effort was given an unexpected jumpstart this last summer when Rev. Amy
Kindred joined us as a developmental minister, bringing a strong and energetic voice to the pulpit and
new leadership to congregational life. Already, Rev. Amy’s presence is having a significant impact on
growth.
But growth has costs. Hiring a new minister, including moving costs and a higher compensation
package, will push us over this year’s budget. More critically, next year’s budget will increase by about
13% to cover a full year with our new minister plus long overdue benefits for our Office Manager. With a
combination of generous support from the Endowment Fund and a draw on our reserves, we can cover
this year’s increases. But we can’t make a habit of relying on those sources. Step-by-step, over the next
few years, we need to become self-reliant. We need to cover the costs of doing business with current
income. The biggest source of our income is pledges. This year, pledge income is expected to be
$95,000, a third of which is donated by a small handful of aging, very generous givers. Next year pledge
income will need to be measurably higher.
We are a healthy and thriving religious community with a very bright future. But even with several new
members, each of us will need to dig deep, to pledge generously during the February Pledge Drive, to
help finance the investments we’ve made to make that future a reality.
Robert Taylor, Treasurer
Our Newest Members!
These new members were welcomed into our
Fellowship family at a New Member Ceremony
in November.
Front Row - Salli Clarke (Membership
Committee Chair), Renee DesRosiers, Megwyn
Sanders-Andrews, JJ Andrews, Dorothy LibronGreen, Laura Flachs, Trudy Gerhardt, Allan
Buck
Back Row, L to R
Ken Brink, Kurt Flachs, Joseph Fenty, Rev.
Amy Kindred, Phil Brown
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UUFCC MUSICAL UPDATES from Dennis Shaw
CONCERT AND CHORAL WORKSHOP CHANGES
The concert featuring Peggy Lynn and Dan Duggan, originally scheduled for Saturday night, January 12,
has been rescheduled for Friday night, January 11th at 7 p.m. This change is being made to avoid a
major scheduling conflict with a Charlotte County Symphony Orchestra concert.
Dan and Peggy are extraordinary songwriters and performers. Dan is
nationally known for his wizardry on the hammered dulcimer and flat
picking guitar. Peggy, known as “The First Lady of Adirondack Music”,
embodies soulful vocal versatility. On stage they have found a chemistry
rarely seen in traditional music circles. The couple has released
numerous CDs, many of which feature their original compositions. Go to
WWW.ESPERANCEPRODUCTIONS.COM and
WWW.QUERCUSEMUSIC.COM to learn more about Dan Duggan &
Peggy Lynn and their music. For concert information - call (941) 5059618.
The choir workshop, scheduled for Saturday afternoon, January 12th from 1 to 4 p.m. will remain as
scheduled with participants singing with Dan and Peggy during the Sunday morning service. Workshop
participants are asked to contribute $20 to cover the cost of the event. This offering will include a $12
concert ticket. For more information regarding either the workshop or concert, contact Dennis Shaw, at
shawdennisg@yahoo.com
SEARCH FOR A NEW PIANIST
The Choir Committee, under the umbrella of the Worship
Committee, is currently searching for a new pianist. Our pianist of
nineteen years, Evelyn Haymaker, retired on December 30th.
Committee members include Peg Stunkard, Alan Buck , Sally
Milne, Megwyn Sanders-Andrews, and Dennis Shaw. If you are
aware of possible candidates for this position, please contact
Dennis Shaw, chair.
Special thanks are extended to all who attended the December
16th SWFL Gay and Lesbian Chorus concert. You packed the
house and your support is greatly appreciated.
Finally, the UUFCC Choir practices at 9:30 AM on Sunday
mornings. Please join us to practice the hymns and learn special
service music. Let us fill our community with song!

Evelyn Haymaker cuts the cake at
her retirement reception

BUILDING THE WORLD WE DREAM ABOUT
The new "Building the World We Dream About" workshops will begin on Saturday, January 5, 10-12
noon at the UUFCC. The shortened series of nine sessions will run through April. Everyone is invited to
join. Although we understand that people have lives, and that life intervenes, we ask that you commit to
the entire series and that you contact either Myrna Charry (mcharry@earthlink.net) or Sharon Whitehill
(bambisharon@gmail.com) to secure a place. Honest conversation about race is critical if we are going
to build the beloved community of our dreams.
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BOOK GROUP
How do we choose a book for discussion?
A book usually needs a recommendation from at
least two members. Sometimes we suggest a
book we never had time to read. Sometimes we
choose a book because it seems to be an
important book. Sometimes we decide on a writer
or a topic we have not yet discussed. If we have
more than one suggestion, we may agree to read
all the books, and then decide in what order. All
by consensus. This has worked very well. The
members have enjoyed our chosen books, and
they liked the discussions just as much. We meet
at the church the last Wednesday of each month
at 1:30.
Our most recent book was WHITE TEETH
by Zadie Smith. People of different races and
immigrants from different cultures are the
characters in the book. The writing is deftly
humorous; while we chuckle, we think “Who would
have thought to say it like that?”
UPCOMING BOOKS
January TROPIC OF CANCER by Henry Miller
February SENSE AND SENSIBILITY by Jane Austen
March THE LAST BROTHER by Joe McGinniss
April MRS. CALIBAN by Rachel Ingalls

CONTACT US
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd
Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Amy Kindred
941.627.4303
minister@uufcc.org
Minister’s hours: Wednesdays, Thursdays
2:00-6:00 p.m.
Melanie Blais, Office Assistant
office@uufcc.org
MaryHolly Allison
President@uufcc.org
Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor
newsletter@uufcc.org
Susan Taylor, Newsletter Photographer
Article Deadline: 20th of the month
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair
mcharry@earthlink.net
OFFICE HOURS
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Chalice Circles
Chalice Circles enrich our community with
conversation and attentiveness that can be
difficult to find in the busy life of a fellowship.
The program provides a structure within
which the members minister to each other.
Chalice Circles encourage people in their
spiritual growth and help them develop
relationships of substance and depth.
Chalice Circles have 8-12 members and are
led by trained lay leaders. An Advance
Reflection is provided prior to each meeting.
Some topics are spiritual in nature (joy, trust,
faith, and prayer); others reflect universally
human themes (love, loss, forgiveness, and
humor). Members respond to the topic
questions by sharing personal experiences.
The focus is on deep listening, reflection,
and an interchange among group members.
Chalice Circles are scheduled for the
following Saturdays from 2:00 -4:00 p.m. in
the sanctuary: January 26th; February 9th;
February 23rd; March 9th; March 23rd; April
13th; April 27th; May 11th.
For more information, contact Joseph M.
Fenty (941) 286-7876; jmfenty@gmail.com

This I Believe
January 27, 13 at noon in the sanctuary
Come join the discussion!
Topic: To what purpose is innocence? If
others lost their innocence of all the things
they're not supposed to know about us,
would they, could they tolerate us? Is the
very fabric of society predicated on each
being innocent of almost all of everyone
else's secrets? Is knowing secrets power?
Do we live in fear of exposure, which could
in the end give us absolute intellectual and
emotional freedom? Once a mutual contract
of innocence is lost, can trust be
maintained?
For more information, contact Dave
Shumway –
daveshumway@comcast.net, 781.264.3279
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SUNDAYS
9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends
9:30 a.m. Join us for Choir practice
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service
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WORSHIP SERVICES
January 6 "Healing Power of Animals" Rev. LoraKim Joyner, Annie Ross – Worship Associate
We've invited a guest minister, the Rev. LoraKim Joyner, to talk about her incredibly successful ministry
oriented around animal rescue efforts.
There will be a "Blessing of the Animals" (your pets) gathering at the church at ???? on Saturday,
January 5.
January 13 "Elements In-gathering" Rev. Amy Kindred
This morning's service is an adaptation of the traditional Unitarian Universalist Water ceremony. With
snow birds coming back to town and our UU family feeling very much expanded, we want to celebrate
the opportunity to gather together in our church home that's nestled and surrounded by nature. We'll
focus less on travels and more on our love of nature. Bring a stick, an acorn, a small container of water
(something from nature) and contribute it to our altar where we'll celebrate our in-gathering and the
earth.
January 20 “Martin Luther King, Jr. and Volunteerism” Rev. Amy Kindred
Martin Luther King, Jr. - His Work - His Passion - His Legacy. There is so much to say and so little time!
We'll highlight the contributions of this man of peace and persistence. We'll also recognize recent
initiatives to encourage people to volunteer in local communities on the national holiday in honor of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
January 27 - To Be Determined

OTHER EVENTS AT UUFCC
Jan 5 – Building the World We Dream About – 10:00 am – noon (See page 5 for more information)
Jan 5 –Recorder Group. 2:30 – 4:00pm. (Every Saturday of the month until April).
Jan 8 –Caring and Hospitality committee meeting. 11:30am.
Jan 10 –Executive Board meeting. 9:30am.
Jan 11 – Dan Duggan and Peggy Lynn Concert. 7:00pm. Tickets $12.00.
Jan 12 –Dr. David McAtee will come to our church on to talk with us in the Sanctuary about the delivery
of healthcare in our community. David is a family practice doctor with the Millennium Physician Group
with years of experience in this community. One of the topics for discussion will be their recent efforts to
improve the coordination of care within the local hospitals. But there is a broader purpose. It is to give
everyone a forum to air their own questions, concerns and issues about the quality of healthcare in this
community. I know you will find in David a doctor who wants to make the system work for us. Please
come with your questions and urge others to do the same. 10:30am. Herb Jenkins, for Activists for
better healthcare now and at the end of life.
Jan 12 –Recorder Group. 2:30 – 4:00pm. (Every Saturday of the month until April).
Jan 12 –Choir Workshop under the direction of Dan Duggan and Peggy Lynn. $20 contribution to
cover cost of the event. The offering will include $12.00 concert ticket. 1:00 – 5:00pm.
Jan 15 –Gulf Coast Acoustic Guitar Society. 7:00pm. (Every 1st and 3rd Tuesday). Jan 16 –Board
Meeting. 4:30pm.
Jan 18 –Café Serendipity. 7:00pm.
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UUFCC Events, cont’d
Jan 19 –Recorder Group. 2:30 – 4:00pm. (Every Saturday of the month until April).
Jan 20 – Social Justice Peace Initiative Series Opener - 12:30 pm, following a luncheon. Speakers
will be Eunice and Roy Wiley, educators and longtime Charlotte residents.
Jan 23 –Healing Oasis. Local alternative healing practitioners meet to offer restorative sessions that
assist the well-being of health, body and mind. Donations to UUFCC gratefully accepted. 6:00pm.
(Fourth Wednesday of the Month).
Jan 26 –Chalice Circles. 2:00 – 4:00pm.
Jan 12 –Recorder Group. 2:30 – 4:00pm on the porch. (Every Saturday of the month until April).
Jan. 27 – This I Believe –Noon in the Sanctuary (See page 6 for topic)
Jan 30 –Book Group. 1:30pm. (Regular meeting time is the last Wednesday of the month).

AREA EVENTS
Happiness is an Inside Job, 5:30-7:30 Thursdays, Jan.17-Mar. 7 at Florida Gulf Coast
University
Great Decisions Discussion Program in partnership with the FGCU's Renaissance Academy in
Punta Gorda. Beginning Wednesday, Jan 23 from 10:00a.m. to noon thru Wed., March 13
(8sessions) join UUs and other community members to discuss emerging US Foreign Policy and
global affairs issues. Topics include Future of the Euro, Egypt, NATO, Myanmar and Southeast
Asia, Intervention and the International Community, China in Africa, and Threat Assessment.
Facilitator is Dr. Benjamin Crosby, former international consultant and foreign policy expert.
Fee $ 60.00 (includes $20 for book) Register online at www.fgcu.edu/hcc
Martha Bireda will be teaching courses on class and classism that build on the BtWWDA work
she did along with many members. The classes will be held at the FGCU Renaissance Academy
at #117 Herald Court in downtown Punta Gorda. For a complete FGCU catalogue, go to
www.fgcu.edu. To register on line go to: https://RegisterRA.fgcu.edu or call 505-0130.
Are You A Classist? Thursdays, Feb. 14, 21, 28, and March 7, 2013 from 10-11:30 AM.
Class or at least the middle class was one of the most talked about subjects during the recent
Presidential campaign. What do you really know about the American class system and class
related issues. Are you a classist? Join the fun with games, exercises, and lively discussion
focusing on class and classism.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Healing Our World and Ourselves Conference February 15-16, 2013 at the
First Unitarian Church of Orlando Friday, 2:00 PM-8:30 PM, Saturday, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
Co-sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist Church of Brevard and the Unitarian Universalist Legislative
Ministry of Florida
This should be an outstanding conference--transformational in many ways. See the latest information
at www.healingourworldandourselves.org.
REGISTER NOW—BY JANUARY 15th-- Unitarian Universalists in Florida WHO REGISTER BY
JANUARY 15th at www.healingourworldandourselves.org will receive a $75 refund on each of the first
two rooms booked by members of their congregation for the night of Friday, Feb. 15 th of the conference
at a hotel or motel in Orlando. We have a block of rooms reserved at the Courtyard Marriott off Rte.
408, although you are welcome to stay at any hotel of your choice (please let us know.) The block of
rooms at the Marriott expires January 15th.
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