A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

out with the old...

...and in with the new!

The next UU Living Legacy Civil Rights Pilgrimage is scheduled for October 6-13, 2012, and registration is
now open. This unique bus trip is much more than a Civil Rights history tour through Alabama and
Mississippi. We will be visiting historic sites and meeting veterans of the Civil Rights Movement, and but will
also be spending time together and with guests exploring what racism, white privilege, and barriers to
equality look like today in Southern towns we visit---and in our own hometowns.
Beyond experiencing first-hand the civil rights legacy, our goal is to develop commitment, vision and
mechanisms within our group to work on issues of race, injustice and inequality that still bedevil our
congregations and our society. The Living Legacy Pilgrimage is hosted and organized by the Reverend
Gordon Gibson and Judy Gibson; the Reverend Hope Johnson; the Reverend James Hobart; Janice Marie
Johnson; Annette Marquis; and Donna Sequeira, and co-sponsored by the Southeast District of the Unitarian
Universalist Association.
For more information and to register, please visit
www.uulivinglegacy.org. Don't miss your chance to be on the
bus! Register early – costs are discounted for those who register
before May 15.
Several years ago, Rev. Pam and Di took a similar Civil Rights
Journey, and recommend it highly!
Pettus Bridge
Selma, Alabama
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A Mixed Media show sponsored by Art on the Wall
will be held the last three weeks in June, and all of
July and August. Exhibits are welcome from anyone
in the congregation. Crafts will also be displayed.
We would like every committee to consider entering.
Admittedly, this might be hard for some.
Landscaping, for instance, has plants. When asked
what Social Justice can contribute, Rosemary
Hagen quipped: "I have been a member of SJC for
many years. I have never been with more creative
and dedicated people. They can do anything!"

We want Visual Arts: paintings, photographs,
collages, writings, paper designs, you name it. For
crafts we want anything that is hand done.
Examples: jewelry, hats, clothes, scarves,
memoirs. Hobbies are eligible. Stamp collections,
coin collections, dolls etc. Keep in mind that
UUFCC is not insured for theft. The Art Committee
requests a 30% commission on everything sold over
$20. For information on registering, contact
Rosemary Hagen, hahabill@yahoo.com,
941.475.4432, C 941.822. 7275.

INVITATION TO CONGREGATION – As many of you know, this year the UUA is
having their General Assembly (GA) in Arizona. We hope to help support those
willing to attend, but we have only allotted $310.00 in our budget for leadership
development. To have our congregation represented, the cost is close to $1,000 per
person. In many cases that cost would prohibit those interested in attending. Some
of our members who have participated in the past are no longer able to go, and they
realize the value of having representatives at GA.
This assembly is where important larger denominational issues will be
discussed. As a Congregation, we want to support this effort. Any who
would like to help cover someone else may make a donation.
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd
Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941.627.4303
www.uufcc.org
www.facebook.com/uufcc
Rev. Dr. Pam Allen-Thompson
mobile 941.889.8728
minister@uufcc.org

Write checks to UUFCC with General Assembly in the memo line.
Those planning to attend so far are Bob and Sue Taylor, MaryHolly
Allison, and Ginger Abraham. Reverend Pam is also going, covered
by her professional expense account.

Di Allen-Thompson, Newsletter Editor
941.347.8385
newsletter@uufcc.org

WHAT MAKES A GOOD BOOK? An exciting
plot? Characters you identify with? Phrases
that touch you with their beauty? A message
that inspires you? How about a book you
cannot put down – why? A book you cannot
forget – why?

Myrna Charry, Communications Chair
mcharry@earthlink.net

Come to our book group and explore these aspects of your favorite
books.

Mondays and
Thursdays 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Article Deadline: 15th of the month

At our last meeting we discussed Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck,
a story of a man who could not control his own strength and his friend
who tried to take care of him; a story of loneliness and unfulfilled
dreams of men living month by month on one job after another.

Melanie Blais, Office Assistant
office@uufcc.org
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Hugo. A film that was nominated
for Best Picture this year but did not
win the Oscar. But after seeing the
film recently on the recommendation of a friend, I can believe that it
won a lot more than the enviable
Oscar. It surely won the hearts of
every person of any age who had
the privilege to see it.
For those who have not seen it, I will not give it all
away, but I will sneak in a few of it’s ageless themes
to wet your appetite.
Predictably, boy meets girl—four times actually, but
that’s not the heart of the movie. It is bigger that
even that. Adventure, science, discovery, creativity,
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mystery, intrigue, poverty, war, disappointment,
endurance, love lost and more—all the good stuff—
plus enormous resilience and being true to one’s
self, no matter the cost. In other words, clever,
sweet, inspiring. A metaphor for a life well lived?
Tell me what it meant for you.
P.S. On another matter—I appreciated so much the
honesty and graciousness of everyone who spoke at
the recent congregational
meeting. We are all well
served when we share from
the heart with respect, trust,
and gratitude. Again, you
made me proud.
Thank you,

Rev. Pam

Conversation Among Friends 9:15 – 10:15 Open to all
Worship 10:30 – 11:30
MAY
06—The Seven Deadly Sins – UU Style, Reverend Pam.
13—A Letter to My Mother, Reverend Pam, with MaryHolly Allison and others.
20—How to Become Part of the UU In-crowd, Reverend Pam with Ginger Abraham, (auction item
topic chosen by Dodie Waters).
27—Memorial Day – How Will We Be Remembered? Reverend Pam, with Sharon Whitehill.
JUNE
03—Radical Hospitality, Ginger Abraham.
10—Hold the Dream, Reverend Pam with MaryHolly Allison.
17—Fathers Day, coordinated by Dennis Shaw with Sharon Whitehill.
24—Pagan Sources, Modern Forces: Re-Inventing American Holidays, Sharon Whitehill with
Annie Ross.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org

www.facebook.com/uufcc

May/June 2012

Page 4

Yes, it is a time of transitions! As we continue to say
farewell to our dear snowbirds
as they head north—and
others who are taking trips—
we are also preparing to say
farewell to dear Rev. Pam and
Di. If you would like to talk with Pam, plan to attend
the next Congregational Conversations (a Q&A time
with Pam and Board members) following the service
on May 20th. This is an opportunity to share what’s
on your mind and get first hand information.
“Worship Feedback” was held April 22. You gave
us great ideas concerning our worship services.
This will help Rev. Pam and the Worship Associates
plan for services in the near future.
We are scheduling a FAREWELL EVENT- our “Auf
Wiedersehen” to Rev. Pam and Di—following
Pam’s final sermon. It will be hard to say goodbye!
Our new Mission and Vision was approved at the
Annual Meeting and now we must work to develop
our five year plans to support that vision. We want
as many folks as possible to attend the
Congregational Retreat planned for April 28, 9:00

to noon. We want and need your input into how we
will move forward- and to GROW. Our Long Range
Planning Committee has an exciting program
planned. We thank them for al they have done this
past year!
We will keep you informed of details regarding the
hiring of a new Consulting minister (not an
Interim) actually, we are hoping for a
―developmental minister‖- one who can help the
Board to develop, implement and monitor our plan
for growth, as well as offer inspiring sermons and
faith development, pastoral care and meaningful life
events. The Search Committee- Robert Taylor,
chair, Delight TePaske, and Barbara Pierce will
work to review candidates and make a
recommendation to the Board for hiring.
It is an exciting time at UUFCC! If you are away you
will be impressed with the transformation of our
sanctuary when you return. Thanks to the members
of our Facilities Committee for their time and effort—
and those who helped move chairs and furniture. I
encourage you to speak to a Board member if you
have a question, idea, concern or compliment to
share! Yours in faith, MaryHolly.

PASSING THE TORCH by Di Allen-Thompson
I am excited and grateful that Ginger Abraham
will be taking over as the New Outlook editor.
Ginger’s first production will be the July/August
issue. I want to thank all of the Fellowship’s
contributors over this last four years. You have
made my job easy because of your interest, your
submissions and your suggestions.
I know that with Ginger as your new editor, it will
be an exciting publication, worthy of the mission
you have set before you. Thanks, Ginger, this is a
big gift to me to know that all is well. Namaste.
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This I Believe, May 27 at Noon, In the main hall.
Topic: We define ourselves in the UU Pocket Guide
as a congregation or a group of congregations. The
American Oxford defines congregation as 1) a group
of people assembled for religious worship, 2) a
gathering or collection of people, animals or things,
3) Congregation (in the Roman Catholic Church) a
permanent committee of the College of Cardinals,
and 4) a group of people obeying a common
religious rule but under less solemn vows than
members of the older religious order. It defines
"Universalist" as (Christian Theology) a person who
believes that all humankind will eventually be saved.
It defines "Unitarian" as "a person, especially a
Christian who asserts the Unity of God and rejects
the doctrine of the Trinity."
If language defines the person and their worldview,

what are we; a pale shadow of the big boys, a
wanna be, a play church? Do we want for new
verbiage? Are these definitions consistent with what
you experience here? What does an agnostic or
atheist make of these definitions? Is the American
language and worldview so enmeshed in the
Puritanical, Christian idiom? Should we, can we
free ourselves from such linguistic blinders?
This I Believe, June 24 at Noon in the Main Hall
Topic: Who was the person who most influenced
you? What was the nature of that influence? Was it
a familial, teaching, preaching or friendship
relationship? Was it totally positive, negative or
ambivalent? Are you that kind of mentor in your
current life? Have you ever been taken aback when
someone told you how influential you were in their
life?

June 20-24, 2012—Click Here for more information

The Fellowship has approved its biggest budget ever. That means that
we can foresee an income stream that covers all our essential expenses for this new year. However, the core
of expenses and operational costs, is not fully provided by our pledge income, the wholesome aspiration of all
healthy congregations. The short fall, $13,000, 10% of the total operational expenses, is being made up by
drawing from our Endowment. That is not its basic purpose, which is the growth and development of
Unitarian Universalism, not our housekeeping expenses. Of course we are fortunate to have this support, but
we must strive to cover our own costs and let the endowment be directed to its purpose, for our joint benefit.
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