A spiritual home where religion and reason meet

We offer these
services:
1. Meals
2. Shopping
3. Yard Work
4. Transportation
5. Housework
6. Social visits

Please call:
Trudy Gerhardt,
941.743.7383
or
Barbara Longley,
941.629.9889

Trudy Gerhardt, Barbara Longley, Christine Peters (chair), Nancy Razvoza, Sis Courtsal

These beaming faces say it all–
the commitment and
contributions of the new Caring
Associates Team are already
being felt in our congregation.
In addition to those above who
meet monthly with me, others
give of their time in a variety of
ways: Sarah Dick sends cards of cheer or get well
wishes, and Patrick Eaton, Barbara Pierce and
others in the congregation make phone calls to be in
touch with people we haven’t seen in awhile. Herb
Jenkins has been helpful in providing the Caring
Associates with the informational manuals
developed last year by the ―Lifers‖ task force, which
gathered important information on end-of-life
concerns.
In addition, the following have generously offered
help with practical matters as needed, such as
giving rides, shopping, bringing meals, light yard
work, housekeeping, social visits, computer advice,

animal care, and more: Joan Bollinger, Myrna
Charry, Dan Cinelli, Sally Clarke, Dale French,
Cheryl Lee, Laura Liermann, Kit Longo, Dola
Maresca, Gudrun Matthaus, Sally Milne, Marilyn
Reeve, and Annie Ross.
If you have a practical need in any of these areas,
please contact Barbara Longley (629.9889) or Trudy
Gerhardt (743.7383), and they will check their list of
volunteers for someone who can help with your
need. Feel free to talk to Barbara or Trudy if you
would like to add your name to the list of helpers.
While the Caring Associates are often working
behind-the-scenes, you may also call on them to
help with memorial services, for example, or give
you some tips on patient advocacy. Without a
doubt, the dedication of all who help with this
endeavor, as well as those among us who provide
assistance and compassionate care on their own
regularly, is a great gift to our congregation. What
beautiful examples of walking the talk and sowing
smiles all along the way.
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The Art on the Wall Cindy Reynolds’ April-May show
will begin on April 12 and run through June 3. There
will be an opening reception is on Sunday, April 15,
11:45-12:45. Cindy moved from Illinois to Florida in
2000. Before retiring, she taught art in her studio
and at Utah State University and led art workshops
in Illinois. She is a self-taught artist, obtaining
guidance from seminars, conventions, and classes
taught by nationally recognized artists.

the admiring eye of a realist and the spirited soul of
an artist. Painting is a delight to the eye, a lifter of
the spirit, a window to the soul.‖

Reynolds first began in the decorative art field where
she designed homes and businesses. She then
moved into teaching and taught art at local Charlotte
County venues. Her medium of choice is oil painting
and occasionally she uses watercolor or acrylics.
Reynolds says, ―I feel fortunate to be in the vocation
of art. My work (is) the nurturing hand of a mother,
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Port Charlotte, FL 33952
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941.347.8385
newsletter@uufcc.org
Myrna Charry, Communications Chair
mcharry@earthlink.net

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Article Deadline: 15th of the month

This I Believe Group—April 29 at noon Topic: Is it possible to be
wealthy and yet to live a just life? In a competitive society how could
you be wealthy in a vacuum? No matter how justly you tried to
behave, no matter how honest and charitable and sympathetic to
suffering, does not the possession of wealth which allows security and
ease in your experience of life cast blight over all your
aspirations? (From Graham Greene, The End of the Affair, 1951)

DON’T SEE THE MOVIE – READ
THE BOOK! You can hold a book in
your hands—go back and sort out the
characters—read a special passage
over and over - stop reading and think
and dream before you go on. THEN
COME TO OUR BOOK GROUP and
discuss the book with friends—tell
them how you see it—get to know it as they see it, someone may have
a whole new angle.
At our last meeting we discussed Waiting for the Barbarians by J.M.
Coetzee. Who are the barbarians—the natives or the defenders of the
Empire? And why is the aging Magistrate so attracted to the girl
crippled by torture? See you all the last Wednesday of the month,
at the Fellowship at 1:30 pm.
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Having worked on developing a children’s program
at UUFCC for about three years now, I am still
bewildered on occasion upon hearing mumblings of
continued resistance to it. (Perhaps my surprise
illustrates the triumph of hope over experience.) I
have striven to make it known that my devotion to
this effort is in no small part rooted in an ethic of
responsibility toward this community—which for
many of us is the only home we have.
My attention was drawn this past week to an article
in the UU World by Eboo Patel, If We Don’t Invest in
Our Youth, Others Will. In this timely and pertinent
article, Patel argues that the rise over the past two
decades of violent religious extremism is
significantly fed and driven by indoctrinated youth,
many of whom are still in or barely out of their teens.
He notes, ―Every time we read about a young
person who kills in the name of God, we should
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recognize that a (Totalitarian/Theocratic) institution
painstakingly recruited and trained that young
person—and is doing the same for thousands.‖
He argues that in contrast we pluralists tend to
marginalize youth by treating them as a sideshow.
While the religious extremists see a fire in youth to
stoke, we pluralists consider youth an afterthought.
He concludes the article by asking, ―If we pluralists
had invested in our youth programs, could we have
gotten to those young people first?‖
Short of fear of mass recruitment into terrorism, we
should be concerned about the very deliberate and
well-funded efforts of domestic religious extremism
to indoctrinate our youth with dogmatic inflexibility
and intolerance to diversity.
If we don’t invest in our youth, others will.

“Too many adults secretly consider the absence of young people
in religious communities the natural course of events, viewing the
kids as too self-absorbed, materialistic, and anti-authoritarian to
be interested in religion. The result is that adults pay lip service
to the importance of involving youths in faith communities, but let
themselves off the hook when it comes to actually building longlasting youth programs. Youth programs are typically the top
item in a newsletter, but the last line in the budget.” Patel

Conversation Among Friends 9:15 – 10:15 Open to all
Worship 10:30 – 11:30
01—Humor & Health, Laughter & Light—Reverend Pam with Dennis Shaw.
08—Flower Communion: Celebrating our Connections with each other and to the earth—
Reverand Pam with MaryHolly Allison.
15—The God of My Understanding—Reverend Pam with Sharon Whitehill.
Meeting after the service: What have you especially appreciated in our worship this past year, and
what enhancements would you like to see?
22—Earth Day Celebration—Reverend Pam and committee leaders.
29—Highlights from District Assembly—Ginger Abraham and others.
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Hello, All,
Can you believe it is high
season and almost time for
certain snowbirds to head
home. Please make sure the
office has your most current
northern address and email!
It is a busy time for us all!
Annual Meeting Sun. 4/1: Many exciting things are
happening ay UUFCC and we hope you will plan to
attend the Annual Meeting on Sunday , April 1st,
2012 where you will hear more and help make
some important decisions. The meeting will follow
our monthly potluck. We will use paper plates and
do a quick clean-up (remember to take your dish if
any is leftover) so all can attend. Only members can
vote. Hopefully, you have reviewed the Annual
Meeting packet, including the new budget—our best
ever!!—which you picked up or received in the mail.
Some friends may still have packets waiting at the
front desk which you may pick-up on Sunday.
Friends are welcome to attend and observe.
Florida District Assembly 3/24-26 The District
Assembly, was held in Jacksonville with a theme of
Crossing Boundaries: A Ministry of Inclusion was
very inspiring and informative for the five of us

attending: Reverend Pam, Sue Taylor, Cheryl Lee,
and me were delegates. Ginger Abraham, who is a
District Board member, also attended. Thanks, in
part, to the Second Helping in February the
Fellowship will support part of the
expenses for this group to attend and make a
contribution to a new Witness For Justice Fund set
up to support young people to attend this
conference or General Assembly become
engaged to support our UU faith.
Board/Leader Retreat Tuesday 3/27 with
Reverend Pam and our District Executive Reverend
Kenn Hurto to focus on How We Work Together:
Minister, Board and Lay Leaders. This will be a time
to focus on roles and responsibilities and how we
move forward to achieve our Vision and Mission.
Sanctuary Renewal—very soon we will be getting
our new carpet and chairs. It will be a beautiful
place; then on to decorating and getting that new
sign out front!
Thanks to all of you who are leading and
participating in so many of the interesting offerings
and programs. Please do not hesitate to talk with a
Board member to let us know what’s on your mind.
We welcome your ideas and thoughts.
Yours in faith, MaryHolly

There WILL be a potluck on April 1 before the Annual Meeting which
will begin at 12:15 — we will need volunteers for a speedy clean-up team!

Congregational Retreat Saturday morning 4/28—SAVE THE DATE! This will be a time for all of us to
participate in a retreat with the Long Range Planning Committee to set our congregational
and committee goals that will make our new mission and vision become a reality.
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It’s startling, but true. Denominational advice and
sample Bylaws for new Endowments, recommend
that never should Bylaws allow making contributions
for operational expenses. The advice is online
everywhere. Check our UUA’s version.
Endowment objectives are always growth, membership expansion and being a greater force for
religious and social influence. Supporting losing
congregations thwarts that. The years of cumulative
donations, were never intended to keep weak and
dying churches alive. That is the logic.
In our new budget you see that our Endowment

It seems that the more you want to
rush something, the slower it goes.
Our Facilities committee has been
hard at work making improvements to
our building. Some improvements to
our sound, technical, and visual
equipment were done along with overhead lighting
additions. Thanks, Jack Osborne and Bob Taylor.
The new plum colored chairs that were ordered the
middle of January have been (of course) delayed
until the end of April. They should definitely be
worth waiting for. There is a blue chair sample on
the porch. Try it out if you haven't already done so.
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income is, in fact, providing $13,000 or 10% of next
year’s church operations. Our Bylaws have always,
and intentionally, allowed this.
Naturally we would like to turn all the power of our
Endowment to growth and expansion. But, we
recognized the Fellowship’s limitations. We have
second generation members with northern allegiances, a prevalence of retirement level incomes,
virtually no families with young children, shorter human half-lives and energy coefficients. They make
for a steeper, but conquerable hill. You can count
on it; we’ve ―got your back.‖

The carpeting had also been ordered only to learn
that the pattern Bea Bryngelson, Sis Courtsal and I
picked out is now discontinued. We made a frantic
search through new samples and new carpet stores
and finally found an even better carpet at Lowe’s.
The price was very close to our original bid and we
are getting a better quality carpet.
We're hoping for installation by the time of our
annual meeting, but it's probably
going to be the week after.

Kim Allen Fund--$245

Endowment Gift: In Honor of Bill Ahlers--$490

MaryHolly Allison
Sarah & Richard Dick
Dave & Florence Martin
Bill and Charlotte Wharton
Mary Wolff
Minister's Discretionary Fund, Memory of Kim $125

Ahlers family - Lane G. Ahlers and Richard W.
Ahlers
Don Courtsal
Cliff Meacham
Marilyn Reeve
Peg Stunkard
Mary Wolff

Richard Burcham
Mary & Arthur Howard

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU!
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RONNA JAMES: I had a plan. It
did not come to fruition, but never
the less, I did have a plan. I was
going to winter in Florida and leave
my political, networking, activist
self back in Illinois. I was
prepared to act like a true retiree
content to sunbathe, be in the
company of casual acquaintances, read meaningless novels, and maybe even take up golf—yeah
right!
Being that it's nearly impossible to be who you are
not, I forgot the plan and concentrated on creating a
meaningful life. The reading part of me was
satisfied by joining two book discussion groups; one
at the Punta Gorda library and one at the Blanchard
Museum. Cafe Socrates, Philo, Theo along with two
groups at UUFCC were the venues for interesting
discussions in the company of amazing folks.
I wouldn't know myself outside the context
of meaningful relationships. But it matters nothing to
me if those relationships and friendships come from
spiritual gatherings or at a hot rod rally; with
Democrats or Republicans; at a theater production
or a biker bar—I enjoy and relate to all of it.
Diversity and genuineness--that's what I love—along
with being a mom, a grandma, a partner, a friend,
and a companion to my Chihuahua, Taco.
I'm delighted with my decision to become a member
of UUFCC and look forward to spending one-to-one
time with you.
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ELLEN MCGILL: I was born in
Washington, DC but raised in
Rhode Island from age 3. My two
adopted children and four
grandchildren (ages 6-25) still live in
RI as do I. At 33 I started
college, and at 40 finished with a
masters degree and secondary
certification to teach English and English as a
Second Language. During the next 20 years I
taught, trained teachers, and administered
programs, at universities in Japan, Guatemala, and
New England.
I also directed adult literacy/GED programs, consulted and taught for public schools, worked in a
seafood store, made commercial fishing nets,
helped to build two sailboats, cruised across the
Atlantic, and traveled and hiked throughout the US
and abroad. Throughout my life I have been a social
activist and in recent years have become
increasingly involved in immigration and human
rights issues in the US and Latin America.
This is my second winter in Port Charlotte and I am
delighted to have found such a friendly, inquisitive,
and socially-conscious spiritual community.
WELCOME RONNA AND ELLEN: Here in this
faith, human beings have gathered for
centuries seeking a higher purpose and deeper
life than they could find alone. We are grateful
today for you, that you have found your way here,
and that you have decided to make a commitment
to this faith community.

June 20-24, 2012—Click Here for more information
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The following have submitted
pledge cards for our coming fiscal
year. We appreciate the
continued support and the new
pledges. If you submitted a pledge
and do not see your name here,
please let us know. If you still
wish to submit a pledge of
support, please contact:
Jack Osborne at 941-505-9618.
Abraham, Virginia
Ahlers, Barbara
Allen-Thompson, Pam & Di
Allison, MaryHolly
Ataman, Barbara
Bollinger, Joan
Brooks, George & Priscilla
Bryngelson, Bea
Burcham, Richard
Burgess, James Q & Sue
Charry, Myrna
Cinelli, Daniel
Courtsal, Donald
Courtsal, Sis
Dick, Richard & Sarah
Ellsworth, Ana
Endowment Fund
Endowment Fund Challenge
Flachs, Laura & Kurt
Foster, Phyllis
Frighetti, Vince & Lore
Gendzwill, Joyce

Gerhardt, Trudy
Hagen, Rosemary
Hansman, Robert
Hartman, Harold & Katie
Howard, Arthur & Mary
Howland, Doug & Rosemary
James, Ronna
Jenkins, Herb & Adair
Keresztesi, Jeanne
Kressler, Richard & Judith
Lee, Stephen & Cheryl
Liermann, Don & Laura
Longley, Barbara
Longo, Kit
Luning, Roxann
Maresca, Gene & Dola
Martin, Dave & Flo
Matthaus, Gudrun
McGill, Ellen
Meacham, Clifford B. & Katie Wall
Milne, Sally
Murphy, Joann & Jack
Nebbeling, Lillian
New, Phyllis
Osborne, Jack & Joan
Perry, Clarence
Peters, Christine
Pierce, Barbara
Pollard, Steve & Valerie Page
Powell, Carol
Rains, Sarah
Rapp, Evelyn & Harold
Razvoza, Nancy

Reeve, Marilyn
Shaw, Dennis
Shelby, Jean
Shumway, David
Taylor, Bob & Sue
TePaske, Delight
Vail, Beth
Waters, Dodie
Waters, Sonia
Wharton, Bill & Charlotte
Whitehill, Sharon
Wolff, Mary
Wood, Lorraine
Wooden, Delmar & Cassandra
Zawistowski, Theodore
Thanks to all who contributed to
the pledge drive. Once again,
your support of the Fellowship
exceeded the generosity of the
previous year. It is a strong
statement of how much this
spiritual community means to you
when the pledges continue to
increase year after year. A
special thanks also to the Pledge
Drive Captain, Jack Osborne, for
his faithful and untiring work, and
thanks to all who shared
reflections or otherwise helped
behind the scenes. We celebrate
the success.

Rev. Pam

Thank You
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