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 “Through meditation, we practice resurrection in every moment. This is the practice of 
living in the everyday. We must not lose ourselves in the past or in the future. The only 

moment in which we are alive, in which we may touch life, is in the present moment, 
the here and now.” – Thich Nhat Hanh 

 
Five years ago, we needed new carpet in our house that we had just purchased. The 
floor in the living room area was tattered and stained. We had to replace it. 
  

When we walked into the carpet and flooring store, I went straight to a rack of samples. I picked up one 
carpet square, put it to my cheek and said, “No, not this one.” I picked up another one and said, “Not this 
one either.” I completed this ritual about three times each in four different areas of the showroom. 
 
The salesperson followed me. He watched in complete silence as my spouse, mouth agape, stood at a 
distance. I suspect my beloved was embarrassed. Finally, I picked up a carpet square, put it lightly next 
to my face and said loudly, “Yes, this is it. This is the one.” Reflecting on that day, I’ve decided it 
probably wasn’t the most sanitary action I’ve ever undertaken! When I’d found the right carpet, I knew it. 
I must admit, however, that I was motivated by a memory. 
 
You see, as a child, the most comforting place in the whole world was on the carpet at my grandparent’s 
house.  Together with my cousins, all of us flat out on our bellies on the floor on hot summer afternoons, 
we would draw on long paper with markers for hours and fall asleep as a fan blew from a nearby corner. 
Nearly 50 years later, there I was in a store seeking carpet for a new-to-me home that would provide the 
same feeling of comfort, security and sanctuary that I had had as a child. 
 
This afternoon, while writing this article, I am stretched out on the floor. Yes, I can still get up and down 
without help. Now, however, I am filled with the knowledge that one day soon I will be in a different 
house. I think of the next owner of the carpet I chose. Maybe they will keep it. Maybe they will replace it. 
Regardless of what they do, I hope they too will find comfort, security and sanctuary. 
 
Through my six years as minister at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County, people 
have told me, “From the moment I walked in, I felt like I belonged here. Like this is my spiritual home.” 
Friends and members of this loving community have chosen to create a welcoming environment. It has 
been and currently is a purposeful endeavor. 
  
May all who walk through our UUFCC doors find comfort, security and sanctuary from a topsy-turvy 
world. 

(In case you have forgotten, our ministry together continues through the end of October.) 

NEW OUTLOOK 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY 

A spiritual home where religion and reason meet            SEPTEMBER 2018 

Kindred Spirit 
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Dear Ones 

I am assuming that you are aware that Rev. Amy Kindred has resigned her 
ministry at UUFCC, effective November 2nd.  We will deeply miss her and her 
husband, Phil Brown.   
 
I will send updates on the search process on a regular basis and will be 
available immediately after services during September to answer related 
questions. The Board met three times in August and we feel confident that a 
seven-member Search Task Force will be functioning by mid-September.  
 
In addition to Rev. Amy and Phil, we must say goodbye to too many other 
beloved members.   Ellen McGill, Renee Des Rosiers, Janet Morrill, 

MaryHolly Allison, and Nellson Jacobs-Moore are leaving.  Renee and Ellen have sold their Florida, 
snow bird homes.  Janet and her husband, Rocky, are moving to NC and MaryHolly Allison and her 
husband, Ben Crosby, are moving to AZ.  Nellson has accepted a new job in Bradenton, FL. 
 
To each of you, thank you for your precious gifts of time, talents, and treasure.  You will be missed.  Be 
assured that our love and blessings travel with you. 
 
To balance our sad goodbyes, we will joyously welcome our newest arrival, Haven Alexander Russell 
McCoy.  Haven and his dad and mom, Chris and Chrissy McCoy, are thriving.  Rev. Amy will celebrate a 
child dedication for Haven during the service on September 30th.  By then he will be just over two 
months old!   
 
On January 12, 2019, we will celebrate our 50th birthday.  The Board of Trustees has decided that in 
honor of this monumental event, we are going to build a large paver patio between the main entry and 
the office sidewalk.  Don Liermann and I have interviewed landscape architects and expect the plans to 
be completed by early fall.  This beautiful addition will be completed for our party. 
 
Finally, I intended to complete my presidency at the end of this fiscal year, March 31, 2019.  However, 
according to our bylaws, I am eligible to serve for one more year.  If reelected, my term would end on 
March 31, 2020.  If the Nominating Committee desires, I will run.  I believe that consistency may help 
during all our transitions and it would be an honor to serve again. 
 
In faith and gratitude, 
Dennis Shaw, President  
UUFCC Board of Trustees  

  

Happy birthday to you! 
 
Laura Flachs 9/1 
Mary Holly Allison 9/12 
Betty Barriga 9/19 
Cassandra Wooden 9/26 
George Clattenberg 9/27 
Tom Deuley 9/30 
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Many Paths… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Services 
September 2, Sunday - "Labor Day: Annual Work Day at UUFCC" 
Every year, we devote one Sunday morning's service to caring for the building and grounds at UUFCC. 
It's a great way to get to know new to UUFCC people, laugh, deepen relationships, and show a little love 
for our meeting place. We wash windows, clean children's toys, and spruce up the grounds (If you are 
going to work outside, arrive at 8:30 when it is still cool outside.) and much more. We also have a table 
of work tasks for those who find getting around more challenging. Don't let mobility challenges keep you 
from contributing and having fun!! Bring your own sack lunch. We will not have potluck this month. 
 

 
September 9, Sunday - "Exploring Rosh Hashanah"     

Rev. Amy Kindred 
We Unitarian Universalists affirm religious pluralism. We draw from many sources 
including "wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and 
spiritual life."  On this day of the new year in the Jewish tradition, one reflects on the 
past and considers the future. Join us. 
 

 

September 16, Sunday - Knowing Your Roots - Nellson Jacobs-Moore  
The history of UU, its joys and concerns, fun facts and trivia with suggestions of how to 
pass the baton to the next generation. 
 
 

September 23, Sunday - "From Stonehenge to Sagan"     
Rev. Amy Kindred 

What are the contributions of science? How does the past influence the 
present? What wonders never cease? 

 

September 30, Sunday - "Fearless Voices: Speaking Up for Justice"     
Rev. Amy Kindred 

Unitarian Universalists promote "Justice, equity and compassion in human relations." (This is the second 
of seven of our principles.) How do we continue to promote justice in a society saturated with a cloak of 
oppression? We look to those who have gone before us and aspire to develop the courage they 
embodied. We also look to the future and make a commitment to support the next generation as they 
work to build the world we have ALL been dreaming of. 
 
Join us this morning as we hold a Child Dedication ceremony for tiny baby Haven Alexander Russell 
McCoy, son of members Chris and Chrissy McCoy!! 

Sundays  
  
9:15 a.m. Conversation Among Friends 
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service   
Coffee Hour following Worship 
Potluck Lunch on first Sunday 

Meditation and Buddhist 
Discussion Group 

Thursday nights, 5 - 6:15 pm 
Each evening we begin with a discussion and end 
with a period of meditation. All are welcome to 
attend. 
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A Note from the Membership Coordinator                      
Lynn Ritchie 

 Like most of you, I’m still processing the news of Rev Amy’s resignation. The 
minister is after all the one individual in a community like ours whose presence, 
participation, care and leadership is understood by all. Rev. Amy has helped 
define and directed us to be the Beloved Community that we are. I am sensitive 
to this tender and vulnerable time of transition that we share.     
 
My work at UUFCC is to engage and connect members, friends, and newcomers 
with the activities and opportunities that exist in this Fellowship and there are 
many! We affirm each week that love is the spirit of this place and service it’s 
law. Our purpose is to help one another. 
 

I am learning I cannot and do not do this work alone. I hope to develop a Welcome Team. A whole 
group of people who understand how to direct others to those resources within our Fellowship where 
they can make a deeper connection. 
 
If you have some new ideas about growth, welcoming or facilitating community, please share them with 
me, or better yet, become part of this team. 
 
As always, I am here to answer any questions about membership. This is an extremely important time to 
be involved as we consider the future of UUFCC. 
 
Best regards, 
Lynn 
 

UU Endowment of Charlotte County         

 A Farewell …a bit of history: A Tribute to Robert Hansman and three new trustees.  
 
It is with mixed feelings that I write this article as I say farewell to UUFCC after almost 15 years, as well 
as farewell as an Endowment Trustee after five years. I am excited about moving with Ben Crosby, my 
husband, to Tucson, Arizona. We are looking forward to again living in the west and being close to 
cousins and special friends…and the UU Church of Tucson.  
  
However, it will be very hard to say goodbye to you all here. I have loved serving and being a part of this 
community. I have been honored to serve on the Board and in many other roles and to have been 
engaged in the growth initiative of UUFCC. The Endowment, however, has been its own unique 
experience. And here is why. 
 
My experiences began with an opportunity to work closely with the Endowment founders, Robert 
Hansman and Harold Rapp when I was assisting Charlotte Wharton, the treasurer.  In 1991 these two 
“non-members”, at the time, had created an Endowment: “ an autonomous organization with its 
own set of bylaws which assure  that the value of investment in the fund is preserved in 
perpetuity.” It would serve as a Memorial Fund to honor those who have passed on and to support 
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those families of deceased members unable to provide a Celebration of Life service.  It is also a way to 
make a tribute to the living. It began with $500, contributed by Robert, and he and his co-founder, Harold 
Rapp served as the two Trustees for almost fifteen years, when they were joined by Robert Taylor. 
  
Since 2003, I have watched the Endowment grow, at that time a Fund of $90,000. Gradually, at first, the 
Endowment increased - mostly from memorial gifts honoring departed UUs.  By late 2010 (almost 20 
years from the founding) the Fund totaled over $100,000. This was the established threshold that 
enabled the Trustees to draw from its earnings, while preserving the corpus, and thus, to provide 
meaningful support to the Fellowship and to Unitarian Universalism at large. It was a valuable resource 
at a time when the Fellowship was creating a Vision and Mission statement, and recognizing that many 
of the founding members and large donors would be leaving us in the not too distant future. 
  
Today, with a number of generous bequests, important, smaller contributions in memory of many, and 
significant gifts honoring the living (many from Robert Hansman and his wife, Carolyn Kvam the past 
thirteen years), the fund’s assets have grown to over $455,000.  
 
This impressive balance has occurred while using the earnings to  support the operating budget of the 
fellowship annually, to allow for extra efforts in the service of  the “growth initiative” of UUFCC the past 
six years, including a more attractive salary for a minister, to fund Memorial services for members when 
support is needed, to advertise for ANT Camp to involve young children and families, and to promote 
Unitarian Universalism beyond the Fellowship. It is a wonderful gift!!  
 
The Endowment currently, at a time of great need, due to the death of several large donors, is making a 
contribution to the 2018-19 UFFCC operating budget of $29,000. Meanwhile the Fellowship has an 
opportunity to set a new Vision and Mission and to seek ways to fund that vision from pledges of 
members. The Trustees are glad this is an option, using the earnings. Another wonderful gift!!  
 
A change in UUE Trustees: with the recent death of Robert Hansman, my departure to Arizona and the 
decision of Don Liermann to step away from the Endowment due to many responsibilities for the 
Fellowship, three new Trustees have been appointed: Ken Brennen, Mary Howard and Jack Osborne. 
Stephanie Garrett and Delmar Wooden will continue to serve. The new appointees will be voted upon at 
the UUFCC annual meeting in March, 2019. 
 
This contribution to UUFCC would not be possible without the generous donations of so many like the 
following from July & August: 
 
 
 

 

  

In memory of Robert Hansman 
MaryHolly Allison & Ben Crosby.     
Joanne & Ernest Alphin              
Sue Burgess      
Ernest and Margo Cotton   
Frances D. Hancher    
Carolyn Kvam   
Dave and Florence Martin 
 

In Memory of Annie Shea Ross  
Lorrie Douglas/Jackie Williamson.    
June Stark 
 
In Memory of Annie Shea Ross/Rev. George Brooks 
Stephanie Garrett 
 
 

With deepest gratitude, 
MaryHolly Allison, Stephanie Garrett, Don Liermann, Delmar Wooden,  
Ken Brennen, Mary Howard, Jack Osborne     
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R.E. – Our Children’s Program                Jennifer Rose 

Hello Friends and Members! Soon summer will approach fall with cooler days, 
less rain, and seasonal crops. School is back in session for most of our families, 
parents and children. Over the span of the last few weeks many summer stories 
were exchanged between our youth. Stories about their lazy days, their Orlando 
adventures, road trips, and how many hours they spent playing Fortnite (I’m being 
honest, every child in America, just about, was taken over by Epic Games). 
  
We continue to have a small number of children attending most Sundays. 
Summer attendance was less than normal but we did have visitors and met some 
new families. I anticipate more participation this fall. When we get together we 
gather on the porch, check in with each other and light our chalice.  We read little 
passages and interpret their meanings. Now, imagine yourself at the table with 
them and the organic conversation that follows.  Here are a couple for your 
enjoyment…  
 

Our Unitarian Universalist community nurtures us to examine our truest selves, 
explore different perspectives of the world around us and honor the validity of 

perspectives other than our own. 
 

Being comfortable with ourselves grounds us to look openly and caringly at 
others. 

 
On a personal note my mind is going in a million different directions. There are so 
many conversations   and/or activities I’d like to be a part of here but my body gets 
tired or my time management skills fail. I do need help with our children’s 
program. We need friends, we need members and committees to spend one 
Sunday a month talking with our small population. They would love to meet you! 
Please let me know if you are interested.  
 
I love our families. I love this fellowship. That’s why I serve. We are growing 
(slowly) but it’s not quantity it’s quality, right?  
 

Come sit with us someday. 

 

Mark your calendar! 
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Art on the Wall 

The noted local artist known as Dedo will 
be featured in our art gallery during the 
months of September and October.  A 
reception, to which the public is invited, is 
set for Friday evening, September 7, from 
4 to 6pm.His work, in both painting and 
sculpture, celebrates life and the everyday 
miracles. He expresses his passion using 
the abstract female form. 

Featured in our cases will be the work of artist and teacher Pam Wilson. Her resin jewelry pieces are 
inspired by nature and her mini canvases are full of spirit and inspiration.  She also will have many one 
of a kind greeting cards. 

 

Library Updates 

Thanks to the many members and friends of UUFCC for donating books these past few months.  

Over 60 books including at least a dozen new children’s books have been catalogued into our 

library and here are a few highlights. 

 

• At the Broken Places: a mother and trans son pick up the pieces by Mary Collins  UUFCC 

call no. 306.76C71 

• The Ethics of Animal Research edited by Jeremy R. Garrett   UUFCC call no. 179.4 

• A History of God: the 4000-year quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam by Karen 

Armstrong   UUFCC call no. 291.21 A73 

• Writing the Sacred Journey: the art and practice of spiritual memoir by Elizabeth Andrew  

UUFCC call no. 204.4 

• Einstein and Religion: physics and theology by Max Jammer UUFCC call no. 215 J32 

• Cooler Smarter: practical steps for low-carbon living: expert advice from the Union of 

Concerned Scientists edited by Seth Shulman  UUFCC call no. 363.7 

• Dear White America: letter to a new minority by Tim J. Wise  UUFCC call no. 305.81 W81 

Some of the latest additions are located on the new book shelf.  All the rest are shelved by call 

number. Just a reminder, donations and materials for re-shelving should be placed on a 

bottom shelf.  That way they will be processed quickly and available to everyone in a timely 

manner. 

If you have any trouble locating materials in the library please contact Mary Jane Williams 

maryjanewms@comcast.net   or Debbie Conrad debbieconrad4@gmail.com  for help. 

  

mailto:maryjanewms@comcast.net
mailto:debbieconrad4@gmail.com
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Book Group 

The Book Group meets at the UUFCC on the last Wednesday of the month at 1:30 p.m. except for the 
November and December discussions, which are combined and held on a date to be determined. For 
further information contact Mary Jane Williams maryjanewms@comcast.net 
 
All are welcome to attend and suggestions for future discussions are welcome.  Please keep in mind 
that we try to keep the price down for books that need to be purchased by discussion participants.  The 
availability of inexpensive used copies is frequently a consideration. 

 

Book Selection for September 26 – March by Geraldine Brooks 
 
From Louisa May Alcott's beloved classic Little Women, Geraldine Brooks has 
animated the character of the absent father, March, and crafted a story "filled with 
the ache of love and marriage and with the power of war upon the mind and heart of 
one unforgettable man" (Sue Monk Kidd). With "pitch-perfect writing" (USA Today), 
Brooks follows March as he leaves behind his family to aid the Union cause in the 
Civil War. His experiences will utterly change his marriage and challenge his most 
ardently held beliefs. A lushly written, wholly original tale steeped in the details of 
another time, March secures Geraldine Brooks's place as a renowned author of 
historical fiction. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Building Your Own Theology 
 
Are you interested in exploring what it means 
to be a Unitarian Universalist? 
 
Would you like to delve more deeply into your 
own evolving understanding of life's most 
meaningful questions?  
 
Set aside four Saturday mornings and join us. 
 
Please RSVP office@uufcc.org as soon as 
possible. 
 
DATES: September 1, 8, 22, 29 
TIMES: 10 am to noon 
FACILITATOR: Rev. Amy Kindred 
 

Viewing and Discussion of the Ware 
Lecture – Sept. 23 11:30 am 

 

 
One of the most stimulating experiences from 

this summer’s General Assembly in Kansas City 
was the annual Ware Lecture. The speaker this 

year was Brittany Packnett who gave the 
audience much food for thought. Come view the 
video of the lecture, followed by a discussion led 

by Miles Williams. 

UUFCC Gaming Night 
 

September 21, 6:30 pm. - Come on out and have some fun! 

mailto:maryjanewms@comcast.net
mailto:office@uufcc.org


9 

 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Charlotte County — New Outlook — 941.627.4303 — www.uufcc.org — www.facebook.com/uufcc 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sept. 1 Building Your Own Theology 10 am (see page 8) 
 Art on the Wall Set Up 10:30 am 
  

5 Worship Associates 4 pm 
 Immigration Justice 5 pm 
 Gulf Coast Acoustical Guitar Society 7 pm 
  

8 Building Your Own Theology 10 am (see page 8) 
 Chalice Circles 2 pm 
  

9 Congregational Meeting 11:45 
 Social Justice Committee 12 pm 
  

11 NAMI Group 6 pm 
  

12 Caring & Hospitality Committee 10 am 
  

14 Café Serendipity 
  

15 Yoga for Life 9 am 
  

16 Art Committee 12 pm 
 Mystical Experiences 12 pm 
  

18 UUFCC Board Meeting 7 pm 
  

19 Immigration Justice 5 pm 
  

21 UUFCC Gaming Night 6:30 pm 
  

22 Building Your Own Theology 10 am (see page 8) 
 Chalice Circles 2 pm 
 Meatless Meal 5:30 pm 
  

23 Viewing and Discussion of Ware Lecture 11:30 am (see page 8) 
  

26 Book Group 1:30 pm 
 Healing Oasis 6 pm 
  

29 Building Your Own Theology 10 am (see page 8) 
 

Weekly EVENTS 
Mondays, September 3, 10, 17, 24 – Conversational Spanish 5 pm 

Thursdays, September 6, 13, 20, 27 – Meditation 5 pm 
 

 


