
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflections from the minister, Rev. Amy Kindred 
 

Octavio Paz writes (Eliot Weinberger translates) the following: 

 

A number of friends and members have gathered at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Port 
Charlotte for the past four weeks, on Wednesdays from 5 to 6 pm, to learn Spanish. We project a 
well-known digital language program on a screen in the sanctuary. With provocation from the 
program, we students stutter, stammer, yell and laugh. Like others who have set this time aside, I am 
determined to learn but it is a sloowww-going process. It is also very humbling.  
The best part, however, is that although I know very little, there are others in the room who also know 
un poco. If left alone to learn the program I believe I would find it all too overwhelming. I would 
probably have given up by now. And yet, with others participating in the process, I don’t want to “jump 
ship” and quit.  
 
Just when I thought I would never catch on, I came across the above poem by Octavio Paz. I read the 
Spanish version first and began to discern what the poet was writing. And there it was - a little 
indication that some part of the learning was solidifying. I am now motivated to keep going.  
I see this as an analogy for faith. Life provides countless opportunities to learn humility but it’s not 
quite as painful when I know others are learning too. Personally speaking, I don’t want to struggle 
with life’s major transitions alone. Pondering big theological and philosophical questions by myself 
doesn’t cut it with me either. I recognize that I need to hear other people’s voices even if at times they 
sound completely foreign to me. I realize that with patience I may one day understand what prophets 
old and new have been trying to teach me all along. 

Soy mujer.  Tambien soy escritura.  Me llamo Reverend Amy Kindred. 

Brotherhood 
 
Homage to Claudius Ptolemy 
I am a man: little do I last 
And the night is enormous. 
But I look up: 
The stars write. 
Unknowing I understand: 
I too am written. 
and at this very moment 
Someone spells me out. 

Hermandad 
 
Homenaje a Claudio Ptolomeo 
Soy hombre: duro poco 
Y es enorme la noche. 
Pero miro hacia arriba: 
Las estrellas escriben. 
Sin entender comprendo: 
Tambien soy escritura 
Y en este mismo instante 
Alguien me deletrea. 
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MESSAGE FROM MARYHOLLY 

Traveling is one of those experiences that gives my life meaning! 
Our month in Spain was an opportunity for Ben and me to learn 
about much history and experience a variety of cultures. We saw 
amazing art (like Dali, Miro, Picasso, Gaudi), heard wonderful 
music and dance, saw many sights and met folks from many 
parts of the world -and of course, we had wonderful food (tapas, 
cochinillo, gulas!) and great wines!  It is, of course, always good 
to return home and connect with all the special folks in my life 
here.  

 
 
It is amazing how much is going on (and getting accomplished) at our Fellowship while I have been 
away. I am appreciative of all the folks who are involved and making contributions to our beloved 
community.  
 
To name a few: 
  

 Our NEW SIGN -yes, it will be installed and situated in just the right spot after the final details 
are negotiated.  

 Establishing our Ministerial Options Committee -we have some volunteers; if you are 
interested in being considered let me or another Board member know before the next Board 
meeting on July 12th.  

 Contract with an engineering company to develop our site plan and add additional parking, 
including more handicapped spaces.  

 Contract to repair our leaking roof (and bring up to code). 

 Folks willing to connect to the larger UUA world- Southern Region Presidents Convocation-
Judy  Fincher and Bob Taylor and General Assembly-Dennis Shaw, Sharon Whitehill, Rev. 
Amy. We look forward to learning from their experiences!  
 

Of course, this is all going on while we are still having meaningful Sunday services, Spanish classes, 
Movie night, Social Justice actions, Gay Pride Day and art on the walls by members, in addition to 
other ways to connect with each other in meaningful ways.   
 
Many congregations shut down for the summer. We at UUFCC may slow a bit; however, we are 
appreciative that Rev. Amy has planned her schedule-vacation and study leave -throughout the year 
so she will be with us more in the summer instead of taking the traditional two months off in July and 
August.  
 
It is a good time to be at UUFCC!  
 
 
 
Yours in faith,  
 
MaryHolly 

  

 

General Assembly 2013 
GA has come and gone for this year, but you still have a 

chance to experience the wonderful worship services, 
plenary sessions and many of the workshops.  

Videos from GA are available online at 
http://www.uua.org/ga/2013/index.shtml. 

It’s the next best thing to being there! 

http://www.uua.org/ga/2013/index.shtml
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Growing Healthy Congregations Judy Fincher 

While MaryHolly Allison, our President, and husband Ben were touring Spain this past month, I had 
the honor of representing UUFCC at the June 7-9, UU President's Convocation at the UU Fellowship 
of Marion County in Summerfield, FL. Our leaders were Connie Goodbread, UUA Southern 
Region Staff, and Robert (Bob) Taylor, UUFCC treasurer and former President. 
 
 We were a group of 15 UU Presidents and other leaders from the UUA Southern Region who worked 
intensively to explore behaviors and to engage in group exercises and discussions on what makes a 
healthy congregation. Our textbook for the experiential Convocation was, Growing a Beloved 
Community: Twelve hallmarks of a healthy congregation, by Tom Owen-Towle, Skinner House 
Books, Boston, 2004. The protocol asked of all participants was to read the book, talk in small 
groups, share in large groups, teach, learn to listen, and learn from one another. 
 
 We learned to identify conflict situations in our congregations and explored the roles and 
responsibilities of all parties involved, including ministers and congregational leaders. While some 
degree of conflict is to be expected, we learned when and how to call upon District and 
Regional resources to help clarify issues and values, and work through conflict situations. A list of 
congregational resources, including Healthy Congregation Consultants, is available on 
http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/resources/healthycongregationconsultants.html.   
 
I appreciate having had this opportunity and hope we can spread these ideas and methodologies 
within the larger communities of which we are a part. I encourage everyone to take a look at the 
website and to take advantage of the resources available to congregations in the Southern 
Region. The group also set up its own President’s Convocation Face Book Page to encourage 
continued dialogue among UUA Presidents and the Regional leaders. 
 
P.S .We also had fun! 
 

 
 
Judy is a long-time UU who 
recently joined UUFCC. She 
relocated in late December 
2012 to Punta Gorda from 
Sterling, VA, where she was 
a member of the UUCR 
(Reston, VA). She was active 
in the Leadership Council, 
Social Justice Committee, 
and her Covenant Group. 
She has been active in 
UUFCC activities,including 
the Florida District Meeting in 
mid-April and working with 
Rosemary Hagen as co-
liaison of the UU Services 
Committee (UUSC). 
 

http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/resources/healthycongregationconsultants.html
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MEMBERS’ ART SHOW DRAWS RAVE REVIEWS 

Our art wall is proof that UUFCC has talent.  And, that talent pops up in unexpected places.  Who 
knew our new minister was an accomplished artist, married to another accomplished artist!  
 
Here's a list of those "on the wall" – 
Phil Brown, Rev. Amy Kindred, Tom Deuley (and check out his sculpture on the table), Myrna Charry, 
Dennis Shaw, Marilyn Reeve, Trudy Gerhardt, Joan Osborne, Rosemary Hagen, Dave Shumway, 
Sue Taylor and Peg Stunkard. 
 
Beautiful jewelry featured in the glass cases was done by Carolyn Hansman, Phyllis Foster and Betty 
O'Brien. Sue Burgess has once again brought in a couple of her delightful, original dolls.  
 
 The show runs through August.  September brings paintings and photography by Rosemary Hagen 
and paintings by Paul Spyropoulos. 
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BOOK GROUP   Joyce Gendziwill 

The BOOK GROUP is looking for a few good men – or women - who love to talk about books.  We 
know you are out there.  Come join us for a vigorous discussion, no frivolous chatter.  Help us 
pick our next books; suggest some of your favorites.  Shy people do not have to speak if they just 
want to listen.  
 
 At our May meeting we discussed Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte under the pseudonym Ellis 
Bell.  Contemporaneous critics were sure the book was written by a man; no woman would write 
about such brutality.  How could a woman know about it? This book aroused more mixed opinions in 
our group than most books we have discussed.  However, we remained fairly calm throughout. 
 
In June, we discussed Code Talker by Chester Nez.  From a severe desert existence and exposure 
to a cruelly strict boarding school, young Navajo men were more prepared than most for the rigors of 
front line warfare and the discipline that qualified them as code talkers.  
>  
Code talkers were not, as many of us thought, working in offices with high military staff.  They were in 
foxholes with frontline soldiers.  
>  
Because the Navajo language is so complicated and dependent on tones (high, low, rising, falling) 
and glottal stops, it is almost impossible for anyone to speak or understand unless born a Navajo. 
Using oral transmission from a bilingual Navajo, and reception by a bilingual partner, as well as other 
features, the Navajo “original 29” constructed an unbreakable code.  They became living code 
machines who could send messages in 40 seconds vs. the old code’s one hour - so fast they could 
notify our military units of enemy positions and American positions, and our needs for ammunition or 
medics.  They were deployed to the South Pacific and are credited with our ability to win that 
war. Sworn to silence, they did not speak for decades about the code or what they did in the war.   
 
For a group who takes books seriously, we have a lot of fun.  We don’t chat, we don’t tell jokes, but 
we have fun.  Even when we have been reading a sad or (unlikely) a tiresome book, we enjoy our 
discussions.  Join us.  
 
        

   
 
  

Upcoming books are: 
 

For July – The Professor and the Madman by Simon Winchester 
 

For August -  Deliverance by James Dickey 
 

We meet at 1:30 at the church the last Wednesday of the month. 
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THANKS FOR THE HYMNALS  
Dennis Shaw, Acting Chair – UUFCC Music Committee 

I am happy to announce that UUFCC’s hymnal fund raiser was a great success.  Members and 
friends of the Fellowship donated $950, which more than covers the cost of 50 copies of Singing the 
Journey, the supplement to our primary hymnal, Singing the Living Tradition.  On behalf of UUFCC’s 
music program I wish to express sincere gratitude to all our generous donors.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
  

CONTACT US  
 
1532 Forrest Nelson Blvd 
Port Charlotte, FL 33952  
941.627.4303  
www.uufcc.org, www.facebook.com/uufcc  
 

Rev. Amy Kindred, minister@uufcc.org  
941.627.4303  
Minister’s hours: Wednesdays, Thursdays  2:00-6:00 p.m.  
 

Melanie Blais, Office Assistant  office@uufcc.org  
 

MaryHolly Allison, President@uufcc.org 
 

Ginger Abraham, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@uufcc.org  
Susan Taylor, Newsletter Photographer, Copy Editor 
Article Deadline: 20th of the month  
 

Myrna Charry, Communications Chair, 
mcharry@earthlink.net  
 
OFFICE HOURS  
Mondays and Thursdays  

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Donors 
Mary and Art Howard, Vince Frighetti, Richard Burcham, 
Ginger Abraham, Dennis Shaw, Jack Osborne, Dave and 
Florence Martin, Peg Stunkard, Sharon Whitehill, Henry 
and Heather Charles, Robert Hansman, Bob and Sue 
Taylor, MaryHolly Allison, Sue Burgess, Mary Wolff, Sonia 
Waters, Priscilla Brooks, Rev. George Brooks, Bill and 
Charlotte Wharton,John Harkins,Tom Deuley, Ted 
Zawistowski, Don and Sis Courtsal, Herb and Linda Levin, 
Kurt and Laura Flachs, Richard and Sarah Dick 
 

‘Tis the season 

for closet 

cleaning. 
 

If you bring unwanted 
items to Closet Overflow 
on Olean Blvd., and let 
the owner know that it is 
a donation for Empty 
Bowls, money made will 
be donated to that worthy 
cause.  UUFCC has 
raised over fifty dollars so 
far this year to feed the 
hungry in Charlotte 
County in this way.  For 
those who have donated 
already, thank you for 
your generosity. 
 

 

http://www.uufcc.org/
mailto:office@uufcc.org
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UUFCC PRIDE 

On Saturday, June 8th, ten members and friends of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship experienced 
history in the making.  Ginger Abraham, Gudrun Matthaus, Rev. Amy Kindred, Annie Ross, Sharon 
Whitehill, Que Burgess, Roberta Cole, Sue Taylor, Laura Flachs, Dennis Shaw and Brian Pound 
volunteered to staff the Fellowship’s booth at Charlotte County’s first public Gay Pride Festival.  The 
celebration was held at the Charlotte County Fair Grounds and very well attended despite cloudy 
weather.  We distributed flyers about our faith and had a great time enjoying the people and 
entertainment. 
 

 
 

 
Photographs by Dennis Shaw 

NEW MEMBERS 

  

 
Six new members signed the membership 

book during the service on June 9. 
 

From left to right: Jack Harkins, Diane Allen-
Harkins, Frank and Marty Wilmer and 

Carolyn Kellar,  
Not pictured: Judy Fincher 

 

(Photograph by Barbara Pierce) 
 

Welcome to UUFCC! 
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SUNDAYS  
 
9:15 a.m. Conversation among Friends  
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service  Coffee Hour following Worship,  
Potluck lunch on the first Sunday 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

July 7, A Single Act of Kindness:  In praise of Volunteers and changing the world, one step at 
a time, Service Coordinator: Annie Ross, Worship Associate: Ginger Abraham 
There are many in our congregation who volunteer.  We would love to hear your stories.  We will 
share a few stories of how people have made a difference. Remember it is also Potluck Sunday! 
 
July 14, Blooming of the Lotus, Speaker: Rev. Amy Kindred, Worship Associate: Sue Burgess 
Rich symbolism abounds in eastern traditions. We'll explore Buddhism's gift for making sense of life's 
ups and downs. 
 
July 21,Creator's Workshop, Speaker: Rev. Amy Kindred, Worship Associate: Dennis Shaw 
Using an adaptation of a play written by Rev. Cynthia B. Johnson, we'll dramatize reflections on "one 
story of our planet's birth in which human's were given freedom to choose". It's interactive and filled 
with tidbits of Unitarian Universalist history. 
 
July 28, Language of Symbols, Speaker: Rev. Amy Kindred, Worship Associate: Sue Burgess 
How many times have you walked into our building and looked at the stained glass symbols hanging 
in the windows? Do you know what they mean? Could you tell a visitor anything about the faith 
traditions they symbolize? Join us for a quick overview on world religions. 

OTHER EVENTS 
 
Tuesdays , July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 – 5 pm – Tough Times Support Group 
 
Wednesdays, July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 – 4:30-6:30 pm – Spanish class with Herb Levin 
 
July 10, 10 am – Caring and Hospitality Committee meeting 
 
July 17, 6:30 - 8:30 pm Movie Night  Rivers and Tides: Working with Time 
Nature artist Andy Goldsworthy creates compositions of beauty depicting the 
magical relationship between art and the oft-times fleeting aspects of nature. 
We'll supply the popcorn and drinks. Arrive and prepare to be mesmerized.  
(For those staying after Spanish, bring a sandwich. We'll supply dessert!)  
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July 28, noon in the sanctuary, This I Believe  
Topic:  When has imperialism worked for the imperialist?  Does the infusion of foreign capital in 
cheap land and labor benefit or victimize the native population? What has American imperialism in 
Mexico, Canada, Texas, Hawaii,Puerto Rico, Guam, China, Costa Rica, Granada, Iraq and 
Afghanistan done for the US and the  sovereign states? What does the act of imperialism do to the 
imperialist?  What does it do to the self image of the imperialist, and what does it do for their 
contentment and real status among other nation states?  Will the US invade sovereign states again?  
Is Iran or Syria next?  Is the concept of democracy building and state building our sword or shield? 
  

July 28, Sunday afternoon from 3 - 7 pm (Potluck at 5 pm) -Announcing a new opportunity to 

meet Unitarian Universalists from nearby congregations! 
Gathering for families, friends and members of all ages and from all UU congregations on the coast at 
Oscar Scherer State Park (located between Sarasota and Venice, near Osprey. The address is 1843 
South Tamiami Trail.)  Sign up for the potluck at this web address 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/9040448A5AA22AB9-summer  Prepare to swim, take a nature hike or  
just enjoy the company of others. Email the minister, Rev. Amy Kindred, at  minister@uufcc.org for 
more information. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
August 4, Vacation Bible School for All Ages, Speaker: Re. Amy Kindred,  
Worship Associate: Sharon Whitehill 
Do you remember going to Vacation Bible School when you were a kid? Was it part of your formative 
years? Think you are too old for all that arts and crafts and scripture stuff? Not so, we say. Bring your 
favorite scripture from the Biblical tradition and we'll reinterpret it for modern day living. (Prepare to 
cut and paste if you like as well!) Don’t forget – it’s Potluck Sunday! 
 
August 11, Free and Responsible Search for Truth and Meaning, Speaker: Rev. Amy Kindred, 
Worship Associate: Sue Burgess 
It's true Unitarian Universalism is a creed-less faith. However, it is not true that we "make it up as we 
go along" or that we "believe in anything and everything". Foundational to Unitarian Universalism are 
7 principles. The "free and responsible search for truth and meaning" is a big one for me. It means 
that to call oneself a Unitarian Universalist is to embark on an endless search for what matters. It's 
about taking one's faith seriously, with reverence, respect and a commitment to facing the tough 
questions in a community of love and support. 
 

August 18, Family of Fabric, Faces and Faiths,. Speaker: Rev. Amy Kindred,  

Worship Associate: Ginger Abraham 
Many friends and members of UUFCC have traveled the world and fallen in love with 
foreign cultures and customs. Some have a heritage from other parts of the world. Today, we dress in 
manner and material celebrating human diversity 
 
August 25, Ghost in the Machine, Speaker: Sharon Whitehill, Worship Associate: Marty Wilmer 
What impact might this age of technology have on  human emotions?  Have we shut ourselves off 
from real-time interactions by an over-reliance on technological communication? How vulnerable 
might we--and especially our children--be to the new cuddly "sociable robots"? Join us for a preview 
of such seemingly futuristic possibilities and a consideration of how they can  help us or harm us. 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A5AA22AB9-summer
mailto:minister@uufcc.org
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OTHER EVENTS 
August 6, 10 am – Caring and Hospitality Committee  
 
Tuesdays, August 6, 13, 20, 27, 5 pm – Tough Times Support Group 
 
Wednesdays, August 7, 14, 21, 28, 4:30 – 6:30 pm – Spanish Lessons with Herb Levin 
 
August 25, noon in the sanctuary This I Believe  
Topic:  Is proselytizing by the several religious groups essentially a different form of imperialism?  
Should/would/could UUs ever proselytize in a model comparable to the Witnesses, Mormons,  
Fundamentalists or main line protestant denominations? What path would the Eastern religions take?  
What does "spreading the word" imply in terms self esteem, condescension and "knowing the real 
truth?"  How does this reflect on the traditions of sending out missionaries, saving the souls and 
clothing the innocent heathens? 
 
 
 
 
 

 


